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Israeli allies threatei 

— The commander of Israel's surrogate 
1r Lebanon Wednesday warned of “grave consequ- 
J™",,. ™* government continues to tighten the noose on the 
population of an bradi -occupied border enclave. Gen. Antoine 
wm^amwl that many of the 200.000 inhabitants of the 
^a«ea ‘security zone" have been subjected to thorough 
parches and arrests at Lebanese army checkpoints on the 
nortnera i edge of the enclave. “These serious acts, if continued, 
rj “^pountry to grave consequences," 1 said Mr. Lahd, leader 
®* , “J* * <5Q0-siong South Lebanon Army (SLA). He did not say 
wnat actions be would take. His comments came as Israeli 
gun boats cruising off the southern coast enforced a two-week-old 
Bating blockade on the port of Tyre north of the ‘‘security zone.” 
fife aege kept fisherman ashore, threatening the livelihood of 500 
families by depriving them of their only source of income in the 
Bcroomically depressed region. Fisherman called an open-ended 
strike in Tyre beginning Thursday to draw attention to their plight 
and help pressure Israel into ending the embargo. 



An independent Arad political daily pu 
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. Palestinians form 

NABLUS (R) — Palestinian nationalists ami Islamists .announced 
on Wednesday the formation of . the first Arab coalition m the 
occupied West Ramie opposed -to the Israel-Paiesrine Lib eratio n 
Organisation (PLO) peace accord. Bassam Al Shakaa, a foine r 
mayor of Nablus, said the new “Palestinian Coalition" wastatrag 
for the resignation of FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat- "Tins is foe 
only logical tiling to do after his complete failure," saw Mr. 
Shakaa, who lost his i« y fa- a bombing carried out by Jewish 
terrorists fa 1980. Mr. Shakaa told Reuters the new opposition 
group sought to "rcoiril)r the Palestinian people under one 
leadership and one institution after the VLJQ lost its tide of 
represent at ive of all Palestinians." Palestinian sources said foe 
group, which did not include members of Mr. Arafat’s Fateh 
faction dr its rival, Hamas, was the fir# in the West Bank to form a 
coalition pablidy opposed to the peace process. 
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Jordan, Bahrain 
- draft media accord 

MANAMA (Petra) — A 
Jordanian delegation led by 
Information Ministry 
Secretary-Genera! Nayef 
. Mola on Wednesday signed a 
draft executive programme 
with Dr. Hal ah Urn ran, the 
□nder secretary of the 
Bahraini Ministry of In- 
formation to launch coopera- 
tion in information-related 
' fields. The draft agreement 
would be endorsed by the 
governments of the two coun- 
tries during a visit to Jordan 
next month by Bahrain's In- 
formation Minister Tareq Al 
Muayad at the invitation of 
his Jordanian counterpart 
Khaled Karaki. The draft 
programme provides for the 
two countries to exchange 
radio and television mes- 
sages, hold training program- 
mes for personnel working 
for information services, 
coordinate in the use of satel- 
lites for radio and television 
broadcasts, exchange of radio 
and television news and other 
programmes, conduct joint 
programmes production 
work, coordinate work in 
publications and the work of 
the national news agencies 
and exchange publications 
and information booklets and 
media expertise. The Jorda- 
nian delegation was later re- 
ceived by Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifah, the emir 
of Bahrain, who voiced 
pride in the Jordanian- 
Bahraini ties. 


Iran denies talks 
with Israel on Arad 

NICOSIA (AP) — Tran 
. Wednesday denied it had en- 
gaged in talks with Israel for 
foe release of Ron Arad, an 
Israeli airman captured in 
Lebanon in 1986. The Frank- 
furter Allgemeine Zeitung 
newspaper reported Tuesday 
that Israeli and Iranian nego- 
tiators have been meeting in 
separate rooms at foe Ger- 
man chancellery in Bonn, 
with German mediators shut- 
tling between them, to dis- 
cuss Arad. The official Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
quoted Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi as saying Tues- 
day that no direct or indirect 
negotiations with Israel 
through Germany have taken 
place. 

Iran blasts U.N. 
human rights report 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran 
alleged Wednesday that a re- 
cent U.N. report accusing it 
of human rights violations 
was “spiteful” and based on 
information from groups hos- 
tile to foe Islamic republic. 
Tehran Radio said in a com- 
mentary that foe report repe- 
ated “earlier spiteful and 
contradictory claims” made 
by the United Nations. In a 
report to the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission Monday. 
Salvadorean Jurist Reynaldo 
\ Galindo Phol said Iran con- 
tinued to rely heavily on ex- 
ecutions, torture, repression 
and religious persecution to 
enforce obedience to its Isla- 
mic revolutionary ideals. 
“This report has been pre- 
pared indirectly on the basis 
of groups hostile to the Isla- 
mic Republic of Iran,” the 
radio said. 

Arab League opens 
meeting on Somalia 

CAIRO (AP) — The Arab 
League opened an interna- 
tional conference Wednesday 
on how to help Somalia after 
United Nations troops com- 
plete their withdrawal next 
month. Participating in the 
two-day meeting are repre- 
sentatives of the United Na- 
tions. the Organisation of 
African Unity, foe Non- 
Aligned Movement, the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference and some of the 22 
members of the Arab 
League. Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, the league’s 
secretary-general, told foe 
conference that all Arab 
League resolutions stress 
“the importance of support- 
ing foe Somali people and 
continuing peaceful attempts 
r fo close viewpoints between 
ihe warring factions." Dr. 
Abdul Meguid warned of the 
“dangerous bend" that the 
j Somali crisis has reached (see 
page 12)- 


PLO seeks external help 
to 



Cairo statement puts off decision on talks, calls 
for Arab summit and world pressure on Israel 


Combined agency dispatches 

CAIRO — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
turned to foe international 
community on Wednesday to 
help salvage deadlocked 
autonomy negotiations as a 
last resort before deciding on 
whether to break off the 
peace process with Israel. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat, 
who chaired a two-day crisis 
meeting of his Executive 
Committee, delayed a final 
decision until foe committee 
meets again in early March. 

“Certain members, includ- 
ing myself, demanded foe 
pure and simple suspension 
of negotiations with Israel, 
but foe final decision was 
postponed until the next 
meeting meeting," said Samir 
Gfaosheh, a member of foe 
committee. 

“I don't think the Execu- 
tive Committee adopted the 
necessary measures to face 
up to Israel’s intransigence," 
he said. 

The PLO called for an 
Arab summit and interna- 


tional pressure on Israel to 
implement self-rule, in a 
statement issued after the 
meeting in the Egyptian 
capital Tuesday and Wednes- 
day. 

The committee said it was 
“important to examine the 
stagnation in the peace pro- 
cess at an Arab meeting of 
the highest level and as 
quickly as possible.” 

Committee members 
would contact foe European 
Union, foe United States, 
Russia, Norway, Islamic and 
non-aligned countries and 
address the U.N. Security 
Council, it said. 

Washington and Moscow 
are co-sponsors of foe Middle 
East peace process launched 
in Madrid in October 1991, 
while Oslo staged secret talks 
which led foe PLO and Israel 
to sign foe autonomy accords 
in September 1993. 

Mr. Arafat arrived in Sawfi 
Arabia later Wednesday for 
talks with King Fabd. 

Palestinian autonomy, 
negotiator Nabfl Shaath ex- 
plained: “We can not take a 


unilateral decision on. foe 
negotiations. We must first 
comult PLO leaders, our 
Arab partners and foe spon- 
sors of foe peace process.” 

The results of consultations 
would be judged at foe next 
committee meeting in Tunis 
and “in foe light. of this foe 
committee meeting will take 
its final decision on a possible 
break with foe peace pro- 
cess,” Mr. Gfaosoeh. said. 

He acknowledged it would 
be difficult to convene an 
Arab summit but- it was feasi- 
ble, while other PLO officials 
said it could be a mini- 
summit or a foreign mims- 
ters’ meeting. . 

“Arabs will be asked not 
just to support the Palesti- 
nian position but- also not to 
press- ahead with normalisa- 
tion with Israel,” said Mr. 
Gbosbefa. 

“We cannot accept them 
giving Israel what it. wants 
while this state refuses to 
honour foe -accords it has 


Executive Committee- 
session — for which only Mr. 


Arafat supporters turned up 

— also decided to resume 
dialogue with Palestinian 
opponents of the peace pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Arafat would head a 
committee tasked with open- 
ing a “comprehensive dia- 
logue with all foe Palestinian 
forces and personalities," foe 
FLO statement said. 

But hardline opposition 
groups based in Damascus 
refused Wednesday to re- 
spond to foe PLO’s call until 
the autonomy accord was 
scrapped. 

Here are the main points of 
the PLO statement: 

PEACE PROCESS: The Ex- 
ecutive Committee said it was 
“important to examine the 
stagnation in the peace pro- 
cess at an Arab meeting of 
the highest level and as 
quickly as possible.” 

- The PLO will also “begin 
immediate contacts .with foe 
Europew Union, foe United 
States, Russia, Norway, foe 
group of Islamic countries 

(Continued on page 7) 


Security forces crush 
jail mutiny in Algeria 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian security forces have 
crushed a bloody mutiny by 
Islamic fundamentalist de- 
tainees at foe Serkadji jail in 
Algiers, Justice Minister 
Mohammad Teguia said 
Wednesday. 

Four prison wardens were 
killed and more than a dozen 
other members of foe staff 
and foe security forces in- 
jured, foe minister said in a 
radio broadcast. 

There were "a few dead 
and wounded” among foe 
prisoners, he added. Witnes- 
ses and anxious relatives of 
detainees waiting outside the 
prison said they believed 
many people had been killed 
and wounded. 

The mutiny began early 
Tuesday when detainees took 
seven guards and other pris- 
oners hostage in a bid to 
break out of the overcrowded 
jail, the minister said. 

The mutineers, earlier de- 
scribed as detainees held on 
state security charges, slit the 
throats of four guards, using 
sharpened part of bed frames, 
“in a horrible way to terrorise 
the security forces," Mr. 
Teguia said. 

Heavily armed police and 
gendarmerie surrounded foe 
prison early Wednesday 
while other members of foe 
security forces intervened to 
bring foe rebellion under 
control. 

Accoridng to Mr. Teguia. 


99 killed 

ALGERIAN security forces 
killed JA least 99 prisoners 
Wednesday In 'rushing a 
riot in a jaU boufedg Isfaotic 
fa Algiers, 
mi informed source said. 
Earlier, a lawyer far prbou- 
ers at foe Serikadljf jafl said 
dozens of Inmates were kil- 
led. 17 k government has not 
confirmed either loD. The 
justice minister has said 
there were “a few dead and 
wounded** aiming the pris- 
oners. 


security chiefs “did not give 
foe order for an assault im- 
mediately, wishing to avoid a 
bloodbath, but foe mntineers 
defied them each time and 
refused to go back to their 
cells.” 

“There were a lot of dead 
and injured, I saw lots of 
ambulances go by and blood 
was dropping from one of 
them," said an elderly 
woman at the scene. She had 
gathered with other anxious 
women awaiting news of rela- 
tives. 

The prison gates were wide 
open as foe siege ended and a 
light armoured car stood by, 
with police, gendarmerie and 
fire service vehicles and ab- 
out 15 yellow ambulances of 
foe civil protection service. 


Yemen reports progress in 
l^rder talks with Saudis 


SANAA (Agencies) — -Ye- 
men and Saudi Arabia-hitve 
made progress at' talks over a 
tong-standings border dispute 
stmt- Some points of disagree- 
ment still need to be ironed 
out, Yemen's Prime Minister 
Abdul Aziz Abdul Gharri 
said on Wednesday. 

“We- consider .what has 
been achieved as a p rogress 
fa relations between foe two 
countries there has been 
agreement On some points 
and some- points of disagree- 
ment are mil left,” he told a 
news conference in the 
Yemeni capital Sanaa. 

He (fid not elaborate on 
what remains to be agreed. 

Mr: Abdul Ghani said that 
foe two -sides, if they fail to 
reach final agreement before 
die end of February, would 
bold more talks after ’EM Al 
Fitr. 

Yemeni -and Saudi dele- 
gates have been discussing 
for about a month now how 
to settle the 60-year-old bor- 
der dispute which escalated 
into clashes in December. 

Both countries have ac- 
cused each other of moving 
troops to the potentially oil- 
rich border area. 

Both Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and Saudi 
King Fahd have said they 
wanted to see a peaceful solu- 
tion ro the row. 

President Saleh said Tues- 
day he was ready to take the 
border dispute to foe Interna- 


tional jGomt.of Jjrfticc fa foe 
Hague, Sanaa 1 J radio re- 
ported. 

Mr. Saleh Said: “Yemen is 
anxious to settle peacefully 
its border dispute with the 
Saudi brothers, through dia- 
logue, mediation or by re- 
course to foe international 
.court.” 

He was speaking to the 
U.S. charge d’affaires to 
Riyadh, David Welch, who is 
visiting Yemen, Sanaa Radio 
said. • » • 

Mir. Saleh seat U.S. Presi- 
dent BlQ Clinton a message 
last Wednesday assuring him 
that Sanaa was determined to 
“settle the conflict with 
Riyadh through peaceful dia- 
logue without resorting to 
roYCe. 

Gas contract 

Yemen is expected to de- 
cide within weeks or months 
on winch company would win 
the country’s multi-bilEon 
dollar gas project, Prime 
Minister Abdul Ghani said. 

He told the news confer- 
ence fa Sanaa that the gov- 
ernment wfll take a decision 
“within the corning weeks or 
months.” but be did not. 
elaborate. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani on Mon- 
day discussed with officials 
from Hunt Oil and Exxon 
Corp their participation in 
the project. 



IBs Majesty King Hussein oa Wednesday 
American JariA Congress (Petra photo) 


with a delegation representing foe 


King: Jordan opted for peace 
In best interest of region, people 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Wednesday that Jordan had 
opted for peace for the best 
interest of the peoples of foe 
region and their future gen- 
eration. 

“We wfll seek to transcend 
the negative traces left over 
from foe straggle that pla- 
gued the region, causing a 
great deal of suffering feu its 
people over the past 50 
years,” said the King in a 
meeting at the Royal Court 
with a delegation from the 
American Jewish Congress. 

• KfagHussemsaid that Jor- 
dan, in Its quest to achieve 
peace, followed the same 
principles .Adopted by the 
other Arab parties directly 
involved in the peace process 
since the Madrid conference 


and its terms of reference. . 

Referring to foe peace 
treaty with Israel, the King 
said that through that treaty 
foe Kingdom had regained 
sovereignty overits lands and 
water resources. 

“What has been achieved 
through peace in the past 
came as a result of the firm 
Jordanian principl ed stands, 
and the country's full com- 
mitment to a durable and just 
peace fa die region,” die 
Kins said. ' ' . 

The King said Jordan 
would do everything in its 
power to back foe peace pro- 
cess on Jail tiie other Eraelh. 
! Arab tra cks un t il coriiprehen- 
• sive peace is achieved — foe 
peace that Jordan seeks 
would enable foe peoples of 
this region to resume its de- 


velopment and construction 
process and attain -a better 
standard of living beoefitting 
the present and future gen- 
erations, the King said. 

The bead of foe delega- 
tion; David Victor, said the 
American Jewish Congress 
was committed to working 
for the attainment of just and 
durable peace, noting that 
foe congress highly valued 


to achieve comprehensive 
peace in the region and en- 
able its people to lead a 
dignified and secure fife. 

Yhe andicnce was attended 
by Chief of the Royal Court 
Maxwan Al Qasem, and His 
Royal Highness Prince Talal 
Ben Mohammad, die King's 
nufitary secretary. 


France accuses five 
Americans of spying 


PARIS (Agencies) — France 
has accused four American 
diplomats and a fifth U.S. 
citizen of political, military 
and economic spying and 
asked them to leave the coun- 
try, French officials said/ 
Wednesday. 

Honrs after the spying 
allegations were first re- 
ported by foe newspaper Le 
Monde, U.S. Ambassador 
Pamela Harriman went to foe 
offices of Premier Edouard 
Balladur. It was not known 
who requested the meeting, 
and no details of what was 
discussed were immediately 
available. 

French media described 
the affair as the worst di- 
plomatic rift between the two 
allies since a Paris newspaper 
published foe names of pur- 
ported Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) agents in 
France in 1976. 

Mrs. Harriman declined 
comment as she left her 30? 


minute meeting with Mr. Bal- 
ladnr and his aides. Mr. Bal- 
lador’s office said the affair 
“should be handled with foe 
greatest possible discretion” 
by foe two nation's spy agen- 
cies. 

Mr. Balladur played down 
speculation about a major rift 
with Washington. 

Although he refused 
directly to confirm the expul- 
skm request, he told repor- 
ters: “The French people are 
friends of the American peo- 
ple and the French govern- 
ment is a friend of the Amer- 
ican government. 

“Events Uke that occur 
regularly on both sides of the 
Atlantic.” 

Le Monde, quoting un- 
named French officials, said 
there were SO U.S. agents, 30 
of them clandestine, in 
France. They said die United 
States had now supplanted 
the former Soviet union as 
the main source of spying on 


France. Past cases have in- 
volved Iraqis, Iranians or 
Russians. 

According to Le Monde. 
Interior Minister . Charles 
Pasqua wrote in a Feb. 18 
letter to President Francois 
Mitterrand that the five 
Americans worked for the 
CIA and were guilty of “acts 
. of interference,” including 
attempts to recruit aides to 
cabinet ministers. 

The letter reportedly - said 
the five — puiportediy in- 
cluding the CLA station chief 
for France — were uncovered 
in a “long, detailed investiga- 
tion” by the direction for 
territorial surveillance, or 
DST, France’s counterintelli- 
gence service. 

Late Wednesday, in the 
first official statement on the 
affair, France’s interior and 
foreign ministries issued a 
joint communique confirm- 

' (Continued on page 7; 
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By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

FOURTEEN months into its tow-year term which started in 
November 1993, the 12tb Lower House of Parliament is 
receiving mixed reviews of its performance. While some 
political analysts say the Boose has outperformed the 11th 
ParBament in terms of tackling issoes of crucial importance 
to the country, others accuse it of fading to assert its power 
'as the legislative aim of government and the foremost 
watchdog body on the works of the executive authority. In 
the following interview with the Jordan Times, Boose 
Speaker Sa’d Bayd Srour categorically rejects the latter 
charges and brushes aside ac c usations that the second 
ordinary session of the House was unproductive, uacveuitil 


control of PartouaenL 

AMMAN — “Constructive 
criticism is a healthy aspect 
of democracy that we wel- 
come. appreciate and en- 
courage,” says Mr. Srour. 
But those who criticise 
should seek fairness in their 
views; giving credit when it 
is due and speaking out 
against mistakes when they 
occur, he says. Mainly be- 
cause people here have 
never really lived under a 


dictatorship that viciously 
abused their rights, some 
fail to appreciate (be be- 
nefits that foe restoration 
of parliamentary life in 
1989 has brought upon 
them, says the House 
speaker. 

“It is people from else- 
where in the region that arc 
denied what we have who 
recognise the significance 
of our parliamentary life 


and its advantages in the 
Kingdom." says the two- 
time deputy from the 
Northern Bedouin district 
fa Mafraq Govemorate. 

Talking to the Jordan 
Times in his office on foe 
day the second ortfinary 
session of the House en- 
ded, Mr. Srour asserts that 
the 80 . members of foe 
House were chosen by the 
people in fair and free elec- 
tions. .. . 

“And the Jordanian peo- 
ple have never been doale. 
Their representatives are 
not either," says the en- 
gineer who turned into 
politician in 1982 when he 
joined the National Con- 
sultative Council, a con- 
sultative body that was cre- 
ated in 1978 after Parlia- 
ment was dissolved fa 1974. . 

Mr. Srour says that it is # ‘ 
the role of foe gov e r nment 
to try and gamer foe sup- - 
port of 'the majority of tifie 
House for its pekoes so 
thy t it can govern. Any 





Saad Hayef. Srour 

government which does not 
try to win the support of 
deputies through the poli- 
tical process is not ‘fit to 
govern. 

So the House is not 


docile if it supports a gov- 
ernment of whose policies 
it is convinced, says Mr. 
Srour. 

“If fa order not to be 
seen as docile Parliament 
has to oppose .every gov- 
ernment, foe whole coun- 
try will fall into the abyss of 
chaos to the detriment of 
all." 

Though Mr. Srour is 
satisfied with the perform- 
ance of foe House, he stres- 
ses that it is unfair to com- 
pare it to other parliaments 
with many longer years of 
experience. 

“The performance of foe 
House is developing and 
Our democratic dialogue is 
more mature as -an indica- 
tion that our whole demo- 
cratic process is coming of 
age.” says the three-tune 
minister, who hails from a 
prominent Northern Be- 
douin tribe. 

“Parliament is a major ■ 
pillar of foe poKtkal system 
in Jordan. No one can 


underestimate the import- 
ance of its role in legisla- 
tion and monitoring- the 
work of the government,” 
the speaker asserts. 

That role, he says, foe 
House is fulfilling. “What 
is important is for people to 
realise that." 

But Mr. Srour says that 
people do not get to 
observe an foe work that is 
done in the House because 

in^the. corridors, of^foc 
House away from TV 
cameras and microphones. 

To illustrate, Mr. Srour 
talks about the amount of 
effort that went into set- 
tling three disputes that 
erupted daring foe four 
months of foe second regu- 
lar session. 

Early into the session, 
Islamic Action Front De- 
Abdul Muncrri Abu 


(Amman) was physi- . 
cafiy assaulted, outaoe the 
mosque where he had deli- 
vered a Friday Sermon. ’ . 


Due to the magnitude of 
the implications of this inci- 
dent. the House speaker’s 
utmost concern, Mr. Srour 
says, was to solve the issue 
ira the House ud- prevent it 
from spilling over into the . 
street. 

That took an enormous 
amount of work with the 
deputy, his bloc and other 
lawmakers — a process 
that culminated in having 
only one member of the 
lAF represent the bloc's 
view on the case and foe 
formation of a parliamen- 
tary committee to investi- 
gate it, instead of having a 
free-for-all session in which 
tempers could have gotten 
out of .control. . 

The problem, says Mr. 

- Srour, was contained and ' 
not allowed tp spill over 
■ into foe street. But all that 
people saw of the effort to 
solve the case, which is now 
being heard in • court-, was 


(Continued on page 7) 
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U.N. report slams Iraqi decrees 


GENEVA (Agencies) — A 
United Nations investigator 
said on Tuesday that new 
Iraqi anti-crime decrees 
under winch thieves can have 
their hands cot off for steal- 
ing less than $10 showed 
Baghdad’s “complete fai- 
lure'’ to respect hnman 
rights. 

In a report to the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission, 
former Dutch Foreign Minis- 
ter Max van der Stoel said a 
series of such decrees issued 
over the past year constituted 
an “astounding public institu- * 
tion of cruel and unusual 
p unishme nts." 

Mr. Van der Stoel, the 


decree No. 59 of June 4, 1994 
prescribes “amputation of 
the right hand at the wrist for 
a first offence of theft over 
5,000 Iraqi dinars” — or less 
than $10. Amputation of die 
left foot at the ankle is pre- 
scribed for a second offence 
and death for the third. 


connnission's "special" rap- 
porteur on Iraq, said the 


porteur on Iraq, said the 
decrees were just one sign of 
continuing massive human 
rights violations in Iraq — 
firmly blamed by him on the 
government of President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

The rapporteur also criti- 
cised Iraq for refusing to 
accept a U.N.-supervised sale 
of ofl to buy medicines and 
foodstuffs, which he de- 
scribed as “a further example 
of a government policy 
seriously violating human 
rights.” 


According to decree No. 
109 of Aug. 18, those who 
have suffered amputations 
should be branded or tat- 
tooed with a’ ‘K’ between 
the eyebrows.* 

Decree No. 115, issued a 
week later, “prescribes the 
cutting off of the auricle of 
one ear of each person evad- 
ing military service, deserting 


itary service, or sheltering 
jany evader or deserter of 
military service.” 

Another decree says that 
fanners convicted of “sabot- 
age of the national economy” 
— that is who refuse to sell 
their produce to the state at 
low state prices — are also 
liable to amputation of the 
band and branding as well as 
imprisonment. 

Mr. Van der Stoel wrote: 
“It is the opinion of the spe- 
cial rapporteur that these de- 
crees reveal the complete fai- 
lure of the government to 
respect its obligations under 
international human rights 
law. 

“Indeed, it is surely a rarity 
in tiie contemporary interna- 


His report examines a 
number of decrees issued by 


the Revolutionary Command 
.Council and published in 
Iraq’s official gazette. 

Mr. Van der Stoel said 


tion al community that a gov- 
ernment not only boldly pro- 
nounces laws which stipulate 
disfigurement of persons 
wi thin its jurisdiction, but 
shamelessly announces and 
advertises the existence of 
these punishments." 

In three previous reports to 
the commission, Mr. Van der 
Stoel has documented wide- 
spread rights violations in all 
spheres of life. He has not 
been allowed to visit the 
country since January 1992. 

He has argued that given 
Iraq's power structures, the 
violations were inevitable 
and that human rights viola- 
tions were a direct result of 
state policy. 

In this year’s report, Mr. 
Van der Stoel said his pre- 
vious conclusions were still 
valid. He wrote: “Power is 
grossly abused on a daily and 
widespread basis. The special 
rapporteur submits that the 
decrees issued recently in 
Iraq Irrefutably substantiate 
this conclusion.” 

Mr. Van der Stoel said as 
well as the state, there was 
proof of the direct responsi- 
bility of a circle of high- 
placed individuals, indi- 
viduals who would not be 
afforded immunity under in- 
ternational law for their ac- 
tions. 

"In this last connection, 
the special rapporteur con- 
tinues to receive information 


providing details of the per- 
sonal involvement of a grow- 
ing list of individuals within 
and around the ruling elite of 
Iraq in relation to various 
serious human rights viola- 
tions," he wrote. 

Mr. Van der Stoel renewed 
calls that human rights moni- 
tors should be situated 
throughout the country to 
check on abuses, just as U.N. 
weapons experts monitored 
the dismantling of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
after the Gulf war. 

He said the use of the 
death penalty was constantly 
on the rise. He criticised its 
application for “crimes” like 
illegal possession of foreign 
currency or smuggling as 
“wholly disproportionate.” 

Torture was the norm in 
Iraqi detention centres, the 
report said. In one of many 
cases, the bodies of six young- 
men who had died in deten- 
tion last August were re- 
turned to their families with 
their eyes plucked out. 

The report said Iraq had 
"by far and away” the most 
cases of disappearances be- 
fore any U.N. panel. At the 
end of 1994, there were 
15,781 missing people, with 
hundreds more cases waiting 
to be investigated. More than 
600 Kuwaitis and other fore- 
igners were still unaccounted 
after the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait. 
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Libyan 
defector 
seeks $5m 
from CIA 


vealed its intercept capability 
that year to prove Libya’s 




Abequa prosecutor heads for—, 
U.S.Saturday to review evideqfee 


By Serene Hates a 
Special to the Jordan Times 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
defector from Libya wants 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) to pay him S5 
million for supplying intelli- 
gence on that country’s in- 
volvement in “international 
terrorism,” the Washington 
Times reported Tuesday. 

Mohammad Abdullah AI 
Hosck claimed the CIA used 
diplomatic codes that he pro- 
vided to intercept com- 
munications between Muam- 
mar Qadhafi’s government 
and its agents abroad and 
avert numerous attacks dur- 
ing the 1980s. 

The ability to decode com- 
munications allowed the Un- 
ited States to foil a 1980 plot 
to assassinate Egypt’s former 
president, Anwar Sadat, and 
to intercept orders from Tri- 
poli to shoot demonstrators 
in front of the Libyan embas- 
sy in London in April 1984. 
The information reached the 
British too late to avert the 
death of policewoman Yvon- 
ne Fletcher in front of the 
building. 

CIA spokesman Mark 
Mansfield declined to com- 
ment on Mr. Hosck’ s claims 
because of an agency policy 
not to discuss relationships 
with other agencies. 

Mr. Hosck told the 
Washington Times he began 
working for the QA in 1979, 
while serving as a diplomat at 
Libya's embassy in Lagos, 
Nigeria. Soon after, he bor- 
rowed the embassy's coding 
machine long enough for the 
-Americans to copy the elec- 
tronic data it contained. 

He defected two years later 
and went to work for the 
agency in Washington. 

In 1992 Mr. Hosck com- 
plained to his superiors, 
asking to be paid S5 million 
for his spying. Instead, he 
said he received $50,000 and 
three years’ severance pay 
from the agency. 

"For any secret com- 
munications system... you 
have to pay millions,” Mr. 
Hosck told the Washington 
Times. “I gave them the sec- 
ret communications system of 
the Libyan regime." 

The agency decoded Li- 
byan. government. ^com- 
munications until 1986,- Mr. 
Hosck said. Washington re- 


AMMAN — Prosecutor 
Khalid Darwish will travel to 
the United States on Satur- 
day to prepare for the trial 
against Muhammad Abequa, 
a Jordanian accused of kming 
his wife last July. ’ 

Mr. Abequa. a naturalised 
American citizen, confessed 
to killing his estranged 
Turkish-born wife, Nihal, 40, 
in her apartment on July 4, 
while her children slept in the 
bedroom. He then fled to 
Jordan with their two chil- 
dren, Lisa then 6, and Sami 
3. He is being charged with 
first degree murder, and kid- 
napping. 

In the absence of an ex- 
tradition treaty between Jor- 
dan and the United States. 
Mr. Abequa will face trial in 
Jordan. “All I can say is that 
we are very interested in this 
case and we are working on 
it,” Mr. Darwish told the 
Jordan Times. He refused to 


elaborate. 

Minister of Justice, 
Hisham Al Tal, said a trial 
date has not been set yet, 
pending Mr. Darwish’s re- 
turn from the United States. 
“He (Darwish) will interview 
key witnesses, look into evi- 
dence collected by prosecu- 
tors in the United States, and 
look at the coroners’ report,” 
he said. 


7 

17-day stay in Jordan 
with His Majesty KhigjE^ 
sein, who peisonall^m&ri 
vened, assuring her that^sfc 
had been awarded custody^ 
her dead sister’s dmUnsL 
Tliey were returned 
United States Aug. I8^jgq£ v 
Once back in the 


' Nihal, who was separated 
from her husband in 1992, 
was found by New Jersey 
police strangled to death and 
stuffed under a bed, with a 
plastic bag over hex head. 
Police immediately issued a 
warrant for the arrest of her 
husband. On July 20 last 
year, Mr. Abequa confessed 
to Jordanian authorities that 
he had killed her. 


The slain woman's sister, 
Nesime Dokur, accompanied 
by her lawyer, arrived in Jor- 
dan in August in order to 
take the chfldren back to the 
United States. During her 


Morris County supeTKw rouit 

judge awarded care of 
dren to Ms. Dokur and the cQ. '' 
children’s grandmother, 
ryon Gussal. 7-^' ' 

“After he (DarwishKi^ 
turns from the United S&tejT 
he will prepare a list of key 
witnesses that will have 
come to Jordan to testify 
once the trial begins^*- 
plained Mr. Tal. 

“We’re anxious to work 
with Mr. Darwish, to intro- 
duce him to witnesses and to 
Morris County detectives," 
W. Michael Murphy .Jr., 
Morris County prosecutor 
was quoted as saying. ?We 
want to take whatever steps 
are necessary to ensure .a 
successful prosecution." 


Israel questions Syrian commitment 
to reaching a negotiated settlement 



TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel’s deputy foreign minis- 
ter, taking a new line on 
Syria, questioned on 
Wednesday the validity of its 
stated commitment to the 
pursuit of peace. 

Yossi Beilin said Israel had 
accepted in recent years that 
Syria had made a strategic 
derision to achieve peace and 
the only question was when a 
deal would be signed. 

“I have some doubts about 
accepting this because Syria's 
behaviour in the last few 
months has not been that of 
someone who decided une- 
quivocally to pursue peace 
and is prepared to do his 
utmost to achieve it,” be told 
Israel Radio. 

Syria’s peace talks with 
Israel are stalled over the 
extent of an Israeli withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights, 
seized by Israel in 1967, and 
the shape of peate ~tid future 
ties. 

"Hie current negotiations, 
or absence of them, is leading 
to a situation whereby we will 


not reach peace with .the Sy- 
rians in 1995 because things 


that year to prove Libya’s 
involvement in the bombing 
of a Berlin discotheque and 
justify a retaliatory air strike 
on Tripoli and Benghazi - 

A U.S. soldier ana a Tur- 
kish woman died in the Ber- 
lin blast and 200 people were 
injured. After the air strike, 
in which dozens of Libyans 
died. Voice of America repe- 
atedly broadcast an appeal to 
the Libyan people to over- 
throw Colonel Qadhafi. 

His government repeatedly 
has been linked to attacks. 
Allegations include the 1988 
bombing of a Pan American 
airliner over Lockerbie. Scot- 
land, which killed 270 peo- 
ple, and the downing of a 
French jet over Niger the 
next year in which 171 people 
died. 

Mr. Hosck eventually was 
transferred to the Libyan 
embassy in Rome, from 
where he was evacuated to 
the United States in 1981. 

He said he helped write a 
CIA report detailing Libya's 
subversive activities in Afri- 
ca, which was passed on to 
the Nigerian government 
against his objections. He 
said the report revealed his 
whereabouts to the Libyans, 
who until then had not 
known what had happened to 
him, and probably led to the 
deaths of family members in 
Tripoli. 


nans in 1995 because things 
are moving at a snail’s pace,” 
said Mr. Beilin, who is close 
to Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Mr. Beilin’s mention of the 
date was a clear reminder to 
Syria that time is running out 


before Israel goes to elections 
in 1996. The Labour govern- 
ment’s main rival, the right- 
wing Likud, opposes any ter- 
ritorial compromise on the 
Golan Heights. 

Israel, while blaming Syria 
for the current deadlock in 
peace efforts, had in the past 
pointed to repeated Syrian 
statements that comprehen- 
sive peace in the Middle East 
was a strategic option as 
proof of a commitment to the 
process. 

“They are still playing the 
game of whether the Syrian 
ambassador in Washington 
will or won't come to talks 
with our ambassadors,” Mr. 
Beilin said. “If that is the 
case, it is very possible there 
are other items at the top of 
the Syrian agenda.” 

Syria has said further 
ambassadorial-level meetings 
would be useful only if Israel 
presented new ideas. 

Mr. Beilin said ft was possi- 
ble Syria had only wanted to 
join the peace process to 
improve relations with 
Washington, which still offi- 
cially regards it as a state that 
sponsors “terrorism ” “with- 
out having really intended to 
reach an agreement with us.” 

He questioned whether 
Syria was prepared to pay the 
price of peace, which he de- 
scribed as a change in its 


position as the leader of Arab 
confrontation states 'against 
Israel and a possible worsen- 
ing of its relations with Iran. 

On Monday,' the . Syrian 
government daily Tbhreen 
said recent Israeli attacks 
agains t guerrillas in South 
Lebanon were destroying the 
chances of peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 


Prime Minister ' Yitzhak 
Rabin has repeatedly warned 
that 1995 the last chance-for 
peace, because with elections 
in November 1996, die gov- 
ernment will not be m a 
position to make any conces- 
sions. ' . 

'The time has come to 
examine deeply the Syrians’ 
true intentions and to see if it 
really is possible to make 
peace with them,” saidiMr. 
Beilin. 


He criticised “the tittle 
game Syria is playing” with 
its ambassador to Washing- 
ton Walid Muallem, who has 
failed to show up for several 
. .scheduled meetings, with his 
" r Israeli (&unlerpart s Xtamar 
* ^Rabinovich" this year. " 

“By fostering uncertainty, 
the Syrians want above all to 
give the impression to the 
United States that they are 
still playing an active role in 
the peace process,” Mr. 
Beilin charged. " 


Underground Palestinian 
police ready for work 


JENIN, Occupied West Bank 
(AFP) — Hundreds of 
Palestinian police work 
secretly in this Israeli- 
occupied West Bank town 
without uniform, rank or leg- 


al recognition in anticipation 
of PLO self-rule. 


of PLO self-rule. 

While 16,000 Palestinian 
police operate in the self-rule 
areas of Gaza and Jericho, 
the official deployment of 
security forces in Jenin awaits 
the extension of Palestinian 
autonomy on the West Bank, 
the subject of deadlocked' 
negotiations. 

Palestinian officials, 
however, make no secret of 
their presence and say Israel 
prefers to ignore it. 

"The Palestinian police are 
active, but unoffidalW. semi- 
secretly," said Abdullah 
Lahloul, the Israeli- 
appointed mayor of Jenin. 

He said the Jenin area. 


boasts about 2,000 intelli- 
gence and crack security 
forces that “settle fights and 
family feuds, and Israel turns 
a blind eye.” 

“They (the forces) take the 
real trouble cases to Jericho” 
for punishment, he added. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has proposed a 
“Jenin first” option under 
which the Palestinians would 
take over administration of 
the town without the replace- 
ment of Israeli troops by 
Palestinian police. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) chief Yasser 
Arafat has rejected the plan 
unless it forms part of an 
overall timetable for full 
autonomy on the West Bank. 

The spread of self-rule to 
the West Bank has been stal- 
led for months by Israel’s 
refusal to pull troops out of 


built-up Palestinian areas for 
exposing the 140,000 Jewish 
settlers to attack. 

The headquarters of 
Jenin’s “preventive secur-. 
ity,” a branch of intelligence^ 
is a modest office decorated 
with posters of the Palesti- 
nian flag overlooking the 


town’s market place. 7 

"There’s nothing we donT 
intervene in,” a young offr7 
dal said between shooting 
'orders down the telephone to. 
deal with a shooting and a7 
dean-up campaign. _ .5. 

“Family disputes', mar-^ 
riage, divorce, money coi& 
flictSi everything. - .-i. 

“We are preparing the. 
people for Palestinian anton^' 
omy, but we have no legal^ 
system, no prison and oiml 
powers are limited,”, 
added, asking not to 
named. .■ 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 12, Aqaba 18, Humidity 
readings: Amman 90 per cent. 
Aqaba 65 per cent. 
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Temperatures arc expected to rise 
with skies partly cloudy and winds 
northeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
usd seas calm. 
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• AMMAN (Petra) ■— His 
Roval Highness Crown 
prince Hassan Wednesday 
said he hoped that the con- 
cerned authorities would 

<* draw up plans for efficient 
, utilisation of the Jordanian 
lands in the Jordan Valley- 
region evacuated by the 
. Israeli forces in implementa- 

• tion of the Jordan-Israel 
: peace treaty. 

>■ Addressing anny officers 
.- from the engineering corps 

• that rook part in removing 
land mines from the evacu- 
ated Jordanian land. Prince 

; Hassan said that he hoped 
; oew plans would entail the 
; development of these lands 


DEIR ALLA (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture is 
preparing the final draft of 
the country’s agricultural 
policy and will submit it to 
the higher agricultural coun- 
cil and later to the Council of 
Ministers for approval, 
according to Agriculture 
Minister Mansour Ben Tarif. 


Addressing a meeting with 
the chairman and members of 
the Federation of Jordan Val- 
ley Fanners Association in 
Deir Alla Wednesday, the 
minister said that the policy 


By Raita Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Central Pro- 
duce Market currently located 
u> Wihdat will be relocated to 
Jweideh and serve the local and 
international markets, accord- 
,n 8 to officials. 

“The Wihdat market is too 
small compared to the large 
number of bidding and trade 
mat lakes place daily.” Musta- 
« Abu Osba. die director of 
me central market said. 
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Royal Bighn^m Crown Prince Hassan performs Maghreb prayers with army officers 
™ the Jordan VaBey 

Crown Prince urges optimal use 
of land evacuated by Israel 


Horses banned from Siq starting March 1’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Roy al Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Wednesday 
said he hoped that the con- 
cerned authorities would 
draw up plans for efficient 
utilisation of the Jordanian 
lands in the Jordan Valley 
region evacuated by the 
Israeli forces in implementa- 
tion of the Jordan-Israei 
peace treaty. 

Ad dressing army officers 
from the engineering corps 
that took part in removing 
land mines from the evacu- 
ated Jordanian land. Prince 
Hassan said that be hoped 
new plans would entail the 
development of these lands 


for the production of cereal, 
(dives and vegetables. 

The Crown Prince, who 
hosted an iftar banquet at the 
Jordan Valley to honour Hie 
army officers, expressed 
appreciation of the Armed. 
Forces' efforts and said that 
the evacuated lands bad for, 
long been neglected, and the' 
time has come for Jordan to 
utilise this resource for food 
production. 

He said that the Armed 
Forces had been contributing 
to the general development 
of the country before die 
peace treaty, expressing, hope 
that they would participate 


now in developing the 
thousands of dunums of terri- 
tory that have been restored 
to Jordanian sovereignty. 

Later Prince Hassan 
toured parts of the evacuated 
area and remarked that 
Jordanians have a duty to 
benefit from this sacred land 
and again make it productive. 

He conveyed to the army 
officers greetings .from His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
appreciation of their efforts 
in defending the national soil 
and helping to develop it as a 
contribution to the overall 
development programme of 
the Kingdom. 


By Ian AtaBa 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Horses, long 
used in large numbers by 
both tourists and local be- 
douins to traverse the nar- 
row, winding Siq at Petra, 
will be banned from the ca- 
nyon as of March 1, the 
secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Tourism told the 
Jordan Times Wednesday. 

The presence of tbe many 
borscridere who ran back and 
forth through the long ravine, 
often only a hairspaoe away 
from tourists who decide to 
travel through the Siq on 
foot, “has long been a major 
complaint and safety con- 
cern," said ministry 
Secretary-General Ghassan 
Muflih. 

“This is especially worri- 
some at this particular time,” 
he added “as we are expect- 
ing huge numbers of tourists 
to come to Petra this March 
and April, and tbe Siq will be 
unusually crowded.” 

Two lesser annoyances be- 
hind the Ministry of Tour- 
ism’s ^decision are the dost 
which the horses kick up. 
sometimes in the faces of 
nearby pedestrians, and, not 
surprisingly, the large 
amounts of manure which 
accumulate in tbe Siq as a 
result of die heavy horse traf- 
fic. 

Tbe ministry has tried 
watering the Siq on a twice- 
daily basis to keep sand and 
dust from rising when the 
horses pass, Dr. Muflih said, 
“but we found out that this 
only adds to the overall prob- 
lem — the dampness of the 
soQ only makes the smell 
worse.” 

Another possible solution 
was thought to have been 
found some years back, he 


said, after Petra's horse- 
owners and authorities 
agreed on dressing all steeds 
peggin g through the Siq with 
special “horse pampers.” 
However, said Dr. Muflih, 
that strategy fell through be- 
cause “the norsedrivers never 
implemented it.” 

The ministry's decision 
may have some slightly amus- 
ing aspects. But one resident 
of the Petra region, at least, 
was not entertained. Moham- 
mad Ali Hassanat, president 
of the Wadi Musa Club, told 
A1 Dnstour daily Tuesday 
that borsedrivezs in Petra 
were extremely upset about 
the ban, and that it would 
mean disaster for some 350 
families in tbe area who de- 
pend on selling borserides 
through the Siq to tourists for 
their livelihood. 

Although the new edict 
would still allow hoisedriveis 
to operate from their stand 
near tbe tourist bos stop until 
the mouth of the Siq, Mr. . 
Hassanat doubted that many 
tourists would pay for a 
horse ride that would only 
cover half a mfle, and then 
leave them on foot for the 
greater portion of the jour- 
ney until tbe other end of the 
Siq. 

One European researcher, 
who said he frequently visted 
Petra and was acquainted 
with several families from 
Petra's bedouins, who as a 
whole depend heavily on the 
tourist trade for their living, 
expressed mixed feelings ab- 
out the ministry’s decision. 

“For me, it is definitely 
more comfortable,” said tbe 
researcher, who preferred 
anonymity. He said be had 
sometimes felt danger from 
possible trampling by the 
horses when he chose to walk 


Ministry works on draft agricultural policy 


DEIR ALLA (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture is 
preparing the final draft of 
the country's agricultural 
policy and will submit it to 
tiie higher agricultural coun- 
cil and later to the Council of 
Ministers for approval, 
according to Agriculture 
Minister Mansour Ben Tarif. 

Addressing a meeting with ' 
the chairman and members of - 
the Federation of Jordan Val- 
ley Fanners Association in 
Deir Alla Wednesday, the 
minister said that the policy 


aims at enabling Jordan to 
become self-reliant and to 
increase its food production 
and improve the farmers’ in- 
come. 

Mr. Ben Tarif said that 
under the provisions of this 
policy representatives of far- 
mers will be involved in 
decision-making .in matters 
pertaining to food produc- 
tion, marketing and problem- 
solving. 

The plan envisages better 
and more effective uses of 
land and water, he added. 


Mr. Ben Tarif announced 
that the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture has acquired tractors and 
other field machinery and 
equipment which it would sell 
to fanners through the Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) at cost price and 
would request payment in in- 
stalments. 

But tbe minister made it 
dear that the government 
was in no position to adopt a 
programme for agricultural 
insurance as this is very cost- 
ly- 


He said that the new plan 
entails facilities for the for- 
mers to pay their dues over 
longer periods of time and 
reschedule loan payments. 

Mr. Ben Tarif announced 
at tbe meeting that the gov- 
ernment was buying wheat 
from the local formers at JD 
165 a tonne and barley at JD 

125. 

He warned the farmers 
that the Gulf states were not 
allowing any fruits and veget- 
ables into their markets after 
August this year, unless they 
are packed in plastic or 


wooden crates or boxes, and 
they would not accept polys- 
tyrene boxes. 

Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) Direc- 
tor Salem Lawzi told fanners 
that Jordan was expected to 
sell more of its products to 
the Gulf countries as rela- 
tions with these countries im- 
prove. • -■ 

He said that J Jordan cob-" 
tinues t»sell mosfdf’itS pro-' 
ducts to these countries and 
Europe and has started 
marketing agricultural pro- 
ducts in Indonesia. 


Central produce market to move to larger site 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Central Pro- 
duce Market currently located 
in Wibdsi will be relocated to 
JwekJeh and serve the local and 
international markets, accord- 
ing to officials. 

"The Wihdat market is too 
small compared to the large 
number of bidding and trade 
that takes place daily,” Musta- 
fa Abu Osba, the director of 
the central market said. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the expansion of agricultu- 
ral technology and the resul- 
tant increase in the amounts of 
produce prompted the author- 
ities to consider a larger and 
more convenient area for re- 
tailers and farmers to conduct 
their transactions. 

The new market, he said, 
stretches over a 150-dunum 
area, which is seven times the 
size of tbe current market. In 
addition, Mr. Abu Osba said 
that there will be 220 new 
wholesale stores on the premis- 
es. 

According to Mr. Abu Osba, 
the Central Produce Market, 
which was established in 1966, 
used to serve a small market, 
but circumstances changed in 


the 1970s and 1980s. 

“From 1978 to 1987 there 
was a continuous growth in 
produce trading and the mar- 
ket was unable 10 absorb the 
increased activity,” Mr. Abu 
Osba explained. 

According to Mr. Abu Osba, 
the new market is nearly ready, 
and the current vegetable and 
fruit market will move to the 
new (Remises within the next 
few months. 

In the meantime, a dispute 
over produce prices between 
the retailers and the market 
management during the second 
week of Ramadan was re- 
solved, according to Mr. Abu 
Obsa. 

Tbe retailers had complained 
that prices of produce were 
low, and that they were losing 
money, Mr. Abu Osba told the 
Jordan Times. 

Mr. Abu Osba said that the 
conflict arose because of con- 
sumers’ increased demand for 
food during the month of 
Ramadan which pushed the 
prices up. "Add to that tbe fact 
that it is winter time, and pro- 
duce production is low,” he 
said. 

The retailers went on strike 
for three hours last Thursday 


and refused to buy any fruits 
and vegetables. 

“Every year during the 
month of Ramadan we face tbe 
same problem, and the Minis- 
try of Supply tightens its moni- 
toring which makes it harder 
for retailers and merchants to 
play with the prices which irri- 
tates the retailers,” Mr. Abu 
Osba said. 

According to Mr. Abu Osba. 
a pricing committee appointed 
by the centra) market tours the 
market daily and collects the 
bidding prices, and “based on 
it we set the fruit and vegetable 
prices every day." 

Tbe retailers had also com- 
plained about produce contain- 
ers. saying that there was no 
consistency in the see of tbe 
containers and that there is no 
official system of grading tbe 
produce. 

“When we buy a box of 
vegetables from the farmers, 
tbe top is filled with the best 
quality, but the bottom con- 
tains small and poor quality 
vegetables for cooking." one 
retailer told tbe Jordan Times. 

'The pricing committee is 
not taking into consideration 
tbe losses we suffer because of 
the bad quality of some of the 


produce that we buy,” the re- 
tailer said. 

In addition, be said, hapha- 
zard pricing of varying contain- 
er sizes by the fanners is 
viewed as inaccurate and unfair 
by die retailers. 

Mr. Abu Osba said the mar- 
ket management realises that 
there is an inconsistency in the 
container pricing method, 
which he said created problems 
for the pricing committee. 

The Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) is in 
charge of monitoring the 
dimensions of containers, Mr. 
Abu Osba said. 

At the same time, he added, 
it is impossible to monitor ev- 
ery shipment due to the large 
quantities that are being traded 
on a daily basis. 

Salem Lawzi. the director 
general of the Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation 
(AMO), said that tbe organisa- 
tion conducts continuous moni- 
toring and tries to implement 
the technical specifications so 
that merchants are not che- 
ated. 

“We are responsible for spe- 
cifying the measurements and 
dimensions of the containers, 


and the Jordanian Institution 
for Standardisation and Met- 
rology at the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade is in charge of 
checking that all parties abide 
by our specifications,” be said. 

According to Dr. Lawzi, 
AMO has recently presented a 
draft law to check the spedfica- 
1km and quality of Jordanian 
produce. Tbe draft law. he 
added, seeks to eliminate most 
of tbe problems timing the pro- 
duce and packing industries. 

“We will implement a grad- 
ing and packing system when 
the new market place is 
opened, and there will be a 
special area that will be desig- 
nated for exporting and retail 
' cons um ers.” Dr. Lawzi said. 

“Hassan Saudi, director of 
the Jordanian Institution for 
Standardisation and Metrolo- 
gy, said that the ministry sends 
daily inspectors to monitor the 
trade in the market, but “we 
can’t monitor every container 
that enters the market.” 

“More than 200.000 produce 
containers enter the market 
daily and we can’t inspect every 
container, hence we Depend on 
tbe farmers’ honesty,” Mr. 
Saudi told the Jordan Times. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

ARAB MUSIC 

’ft A recital of authentic Arab music herbage by Syrian 
Sheikh of Entertainment Sabri ModaUal and bh ensem- 
ble (to be proceeded by an iftar) at tbe Hotel Inter. Con- 
tinental on Thursday and Friday at 5:00 p-m. 

FIELD TRIP 

☆ Field trip to TeleSat Ghassul and Ain Zara organised by 
the Friends of Archaeology (FoA) centre. Dep artur e wiH 
be from the FoA centre in private cars on Friday at 9riJ0 

a m ‘ OUD RECITAL 

☆ Oud recital by Khalid Yousef at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art on Thursday at 8:00 p-m. 

FILM 

☆ Film entitled “The Learning Tret" at the American 
Center on Thursday at 2i30 p.m. 

SEMINAR 

Seminar (in Arabic) entitled “The Terrorist Extremism 
From an Islamic Perspective 1 ' with the participation of 
Mr. Jamal A) Ma'Iawani and Dr. Hamdi Murad on 
Thursday at the Royal Cultural Centre at 9:00 p.m. 

PLAYS 

■£r Play (in Arabic) entitled “Tbe Mask” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre on Thursday at 8:00 p-m. 

* Play (in Arabic) entitled “Yon Are Not Yourself’ at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday at 9:00 p.m. 


Visiting Slovak commerce team 
explores joint venture prospects 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 12-member 
delegation from the Slovak 
Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce Wednesday 
started a three-day visit to 
Jordan to explore areas of 
cooperation with Jordanian 
counterparts in launching 
joint projects. 

Head of the delegation Pe- 
ter Mihok said at a meeting 
with Ali Dajani, advisor to 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry, that his team's visit 
stemmed from the desire to 
establish links with the' Am- 
man Chamber of Industry 
and Trade and examine ways 
for cooperation. 

Mr. Dajani told the Jordan 
Times that Jordan exports 
veterinary drugs. Dead Sea 
cosmetic salts and children’s 
copybooks to Slovakia totall- 
ing £300,000 and imports $4.7 
million worth of iron, steel 
and medical . equipment 
annually. 


Speaking after the meet- 
ing. Mr. Dajani noted that 
the two sides discussed the 
prospect of Slovak-Jordanian 
cooperation in launching 
joint projects in engineering, 
chemical and food processing 
industries in which Slovakia 
has significant experience. 

Tile Slovak delegation in- 
cludes industrialists, mer- 
chants, and experts in bank- 
ing and agriculture, said Mr. 
Dajani, who deputised for 
the chamber’s president, 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan, who 
is currently in Iraq. 

The Slovakian delegation's 
visit follows a visit to Jordan 
last December bv a higher 
level delegation led by the 
Slovak minister of trade who 
promised to send over 
businessmen to discuss closer 
trade and economic ties, 
according to Mr. Dajani. 

Mr. Mihok briefed Mr. 
Uajani and chamber mem- 
bers on Slovakia's industrial 
sector . and Slovak's trans- 
formation into the market 


economy. 

Mr. Dajani said that what 
Jordanians need to have is 
know-how and advice and 
partners in joint ventures. 

He briefed the delegation 
on Jordan’s industrial sector 
noting that it contributes to 
90 per cent of national ex- 
ports and accounts for 2Q per 
cent of tbe Kingdom's gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

Mr. Dajani invited the de- 
legation to visit the factories 
and hold discussion with the 
Jordanian industrialists to 
pave the way for joint ven- 
tures. 

He said that the delegation 
and the chamber of industry 
are expected to sign a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing on cooperation in several 
sectors during the delega- 
tion’s visit which ends Friday. 

Following the meeting, tbe 
Slovak delegation opened 
discussions with representa- 
tives of Jordanian business- 



through tbe Siq. But on the 
other side, he wondered what 
would happen to the be- 
douins as a result 

Tbe bedouins I know have 
fold me that although more 
and more tourists are coming 
these days, their financial 
condition has already become 
shakier,” be said. “This is 
because so many of tbe tour- 
ists are coming now in large 
pre-organised tour groups, 
and they don’t take time out 
to stop and buy anything 
from the bedouins inside Pet- 
ra.” 

Dr. Muflih said the minis- 


try was well aware of the vital 
dependence of Petra natives 
on the tourists, and down- 
played concerns that horaed- 
rivexs there would be oat of 
work as a result of die ban. 

“Since around 90 per cent 
of die tourists are coming to 
Petra in packaged tour 
groups, where the travel 
agents have pie-paid for die 
borserides, the boisedriveis 
have a guaranteed income as 
a result,” be said. 

As for elderly tourists, who 
might not have the stamina 
for crossing of the long and 
crooked Siq on foot, and 


visitors returning back from 
their journey through Petra's 
ruins who might be too tired 
to endure a second crossing 
of the canyon, Dr. Muflih 
assured that they would be 
provided for. 

“We are working on op- 
tions for those visitors return- 
ing bade,'' he said, including 
alternative transport routes, 
most prominent of diem one 
which passes through Turk- 
maniyeh and Um Sahyoun. 
For elderly tonrists, he 
added, there would be seven 
carriages to make regular 
runs through the Siq. 


JBA to organise conference 
with Palestinian businesspersons 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian Businessmen’s 
Association (JBA) is organis- 
ing a conference with the 
Palestinian business com- 
munity in Amman in June, 
according to a JBA statement 
Wednesday. v - . . , 

The statement said that the 
main aim of th&bbnier&ra is 
to orient businesspersons 
from both sides on die econo- 
mic and investment climates 
in Palestine and Jordan and 
to open the way for coopera- 
tion and coordination in in- 
vestments and joint ventures. 

During the three-day con- 
ference representatives of the 
two sides will submit several 
working papers dealing with 
the economic situation of 
both sides and means to 
further develop trade links. 

One of tbe papers will dis- 
cuss the investment opportu- . 


mties and another will deal 
with regional projects that 
oould involve Palestinian and 
Jordanian businesspersons, 
said the statement. 

Working papers will also 
deal- with national industries 
VvandAbe agricultural, transit, 
tourism, transport, banking 
. and insurance sectors, added 
tbe statement. 

It said that through the 
discussions attendees would 
find opportunities for laun- 
ching new projects in these 
areas. 

It said that the participants 
in the conference are ex=. 
pected to come up with a 
proper mechanism designed 
to perpetuate cooperation 
and coordination between 
the private sectors on both 
sides. 

Meanwhile, a delegation 
representing JBA Wednes- 
day called on Minister of 


Planning Rima Kbalaf 
Huneidi and briefed her on 
JBA’s activities and program- 
mes to attract’ foreign invest- 
ments to the Kingdom. 

Ttfe delegation, comprising 
JBA ..pjfqpngh Ham di Tap- 
. baa and : Secretary Thabet 
Taheti^saidP'tirc JBA board 
was building a strong base of 
contacts and cooperation 
with business communities in 
Arab and foreign countries. 

So for they said, the JBA 
has succeeded in forming 
seven joint business councils 
with Egypt, Syria, Canada, 
France,' Spain, Malaysia and 
Turkey in a bid to boost 
investments and’ joint ven- 
tures. 

The JBA delegation dis- 
cussed with the minister 
priorities for the Jordanian 
government's development 
projects. 


VACANCY 


PEPSI COLA INTERNATIONAL operating out of a regional 
office in Amman seeks to employ an EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY and personal assistant to the Area Finance 
Director. 


RESPONSIBILITIES: 


☆ Typing 

☆ Filing 

☆ Arranging for meetings 

☆ Travel arrangements 

☆ Preparation of presentations 

☆ Writing short notes and letters 


j QUALIFICATIONS 


The ideal candidate shouid be between 25-40 years old 
and shouid have the following qualifications: 

☆ Very high standards of typing 

☆ Computer literacy (word tor windows, windows, excel, 
powerpoint). 

☆ Communication skills, both written and verbal 

☆ High level of competency in the English language 

Prior experience In a similar position is essential: 
Experience with » major multinational Is preferred. 


REMUNERATION: 


A very generous salary plus benefits (above the going 
local rates) will be offered to the successful candidate: 

If interested please mail your resume in En- 
glish to: 

Attention Finance Manager 
Vacancy: Administration Assistant 
P.O. Box: 830848 
11183 Amman-Jordan 

or Fax it to 06-687219 

Applications to be received by March 9, 1995. 
All applications will be treated in strict confidence. 
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World News 

. Africa’s lnkatha MPs pack 
or home in Buthelezi boycott 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY* FEBRUARY 23-24» 199S. 



CAPE TOWN (R) — In- 
^atfaa leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, leading his party 
in a boycott of South Africa's 
newly-democratic parlia- 
ment, attended a cabinet 
meeting Wednesday while 
most of his MPs packed their 
bags for home. 

lnkatha parliamentarian 
Suzanne Vos said it would 
take intervention by Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela to get 
the federalist Zulu-based par- 
ty back to parliament after a 
special congress early next 
month. 

“Everyone should take us 
very, very seriously, extreme- 
ly seriously on this," she said 
of Buthelezi *s decision Tues- 
day to walk out of parlimanet 
in protest against an alleged 
betrayal by Mr. Mandela and 
former President F.W. De 
Klerk. 

“If nothing happens be- 
tween now and the congress 
it will be very tough to per- 
suade our people to send us 
back," she said. 

The boycott has sparked 
fears of fresh violence in the 
volatile Zulu heartland of 
Kwazulu-Nata) where 
thousands have been killed in 
political feuding between the 
lnkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
and the African National 
Congress (ANC) over the 
past decade. 

Cabinet Secretary Jakes 
Gerwel told Reuters that Mr. 
Mandela, Mr. De Klerk and 
Mr. Buthelezi chatted over 
coffee before Wednesday's 
routine cabinet meeting, but 
he was not aware of what was 
discussed. 

Mr. Gerwel said all In- 
katha ministers were In 
cabinet with the three lead- 
ers, but the walkout was not 
raised. 

Mr. Mandela Tuesday con- 
demned the walkout. 

Officials of Mr. Mandela's 


ANC and Mr. De Klerk’s 
National Party, partners with 
lnkatha in a transitisonal gov- 
ernment of national unity, 
denied that either had re- 
neged on their written prom- 
ise last year to submit Mr. 
Buthelezi’s constitutional de- 
mands to international 
mediation. 

They said the three parties 
had, however, been unable to 
agree on terms and an agenda 
for the mediation effort, 
which would overlap the 
work of an elected Constitu- 
tional Assembly. 

Mr. Buthelezi. who wants 
stronger federal powers writ- 
ten into South Africa’s first 
all-race elections last year on 
the basis of the mediation 
accord, which was signed 
seven days before the polls 
opened. 

Mr. Buthelezi declined to 
say Tuesday what he ex- 
pected from Mr. Mandela 
and Mr. De Klerk. 

He said the special con- 
gress would decide whether 
Inkatha’s 43 members of par- 
liament should return to 
Cape Town and whether its 
three cabinet ministers 
should remain in Mr. Mande- 
la's coalition government of 
national unity. 

He said he felt betrayed by 
the failure to submit the con- 
stitutional status of the Zulu 
monarchy and the powers of 
nine post-apartheid provin- 
cial governments to foreign 
mediation. 

“Our country cannot 
afford that any one of us be 
forced to stand alone and 
isolated in defending that 
which is right," he said to 
jeers from Mr. Mandela’s 
African National Congress. 

“Let us be blunt: Honour 
has been betrayed," he said. 

Ms. Vos said about six of 
the party’s legislators would 
stay in Cape Town as political 


directorate to monitor 
events. 

She said the rest were 
packing for home. 

A presidential spokesman 
said the issue of the mass 
walkout was “not on the 
agenda, nobody asked that it 
be put on the agenda, and 
was not dealt with as a 
cabinet matter." 

He said all three IFP mem- 
bers of the cabinet were pre- 
sent at the pre-planned, spe- 
cial meeting that dealt with a 
white paper on education. 

The surprise walkout T ues- 
day has been shrugged off by 
the ANC, the majority party. 

Mr. Mandela said this 
week that international 
mediation, as agreed at an 
April 1994 meeting with him, 
Mr. De Klerk, Mr. Buthelezi 
and Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelhfaini, was no longer 
necessary. 

“This is silly,” a leading 
ANC government figure said. 
“It cannot last. Many of these 
parliamentarians rely on their 
salaries to live and if they stay 
away too long they wiD loose 
their source of income.” 

Fears that the issue could 
become a stumbling block to 
IFP participation in municip- 
al elections scheduled for 
October were dispelled 
Wednesday by the Zulu 
nationalist party. 

“The fact that the IFP has 
suspended its participation in 
parliament has no bearing 
whatsoever on the party’s 
preparations for the elec- 
tions,” IFP campaign mana- 
ger Senzo Mfayela said. "The 
IFP is encourging all of our 
structures to continue with 
voter registration program- 
mes.’’ 

Apart from immediate 
rumblings that the walkout 
could drive the financial rand 
down and delay the scrapping 
of the unit for foreign inves- 


tors, economists said markets 
would wait and see what hap- 
pened after next month’s 
conference. 

“It could just be another 
example of Buthelezi brink- 
manship,” Marius de Jager, 
chief executive of the Johan- 
nesburg Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, said. 
"He's rather fond of pushing 
things to the limit." 

Tony Twine of Eco- 
nometrix, a think tank, said 
Mr. Buiheiezi's move was 
“mainly symbolic.” 

"All they have done is 
withdraw from parliament." 
he said. "Their executive 
functions are not altered." 

And even if the IFP with- 
drew permanently, he said, 
“it will allow them to become 
more of an an opposition, 
which is what democracy is 
all about." 

“This hasn't damaged 
democracy in South Africa," 
Mr. Twine said. “Let’s us 
hope the Test of the world 
sees it tike that." 

The IFP’s walkout came 
hours after the head of South 
Africa's central Reserve 
Bank, Chris Stals, said the 
dual currency system could 
be scrapped at any time as far 
as he was concerned. 

But be warned that a final 
decision to abolish the finan- 
cial rand would have to be 
taken by politicians and that 
scrapping the investment unit 
required political stability. 

Meanwhile, the IFP legis- 
lators who walked out could 
lose their seats in parliament 
if they miss more than 15 
consecutive working days of 
the sitting, parliamentary 
Speaker Frene Ginwala said. 

She told a press briefing 
here that lawyers were also 
looking into whether the IFP 
would lose its registration as 
a political party if it did not 
fill the empty seats. 


CIA sends spies to Congress 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
CIA has confirmed that it 
had enlisted spies from its 
coven operations branch, 
better known for cloak-and- 
dagger work abroad, to help 
boost the agency’s standing 
with the U.S. Congress. 

“This is not a "lobbying 
effort." a spokesman said, 
referring to the new Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
mission, disclosed by the 
New York Times, that aims 
at burnishing the agency's im- 
age with lawmakers who hold 
its purse-strings. 

“The intent is to better 
communicate with members 
of Congress about what we 
do here" CIA spokesman 
Mark Mansfield said, allud- 
ing to the Operations 
Directorate, which recruits 
foreign agents, gathers sec- 
rets and carries out covert 
tasks abroad at presidential 
request. 

He said the work of the 
Operations Directorate, 
which Lakes on such tasks as 
penetrating terrorist cells "is 
generally not well under- 
stood." 

The New York Times in its 
Tuesday edition published 
s’cepisd of a directive de- 
scribing the CIA mission. 
The memo was from higher- 
ups to the clandestine 
branch, which accounts for 
perhaps one-third of the 
agency's estimated 18. 000 
employees. 


In enlisting the help of 
operatives who normally 
work under cover abroad, 
Mr. Mansfield said, the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency 
hoped to provide members of 
Congress “an accurate por- 
trayal of significant ongoing 
activities — both positive and 
negative — as well as articu- 
late our vision for the fu- 
ture.” 

Most CIA employees work 
in one of the three other CIA 
directorates: the Directorate 
of Intelligence, which analy- 
ses, produces and dissemi- 
nates intelligence on foreign 
policy issues science and 
technology as well as admi- 
nistration. 

The classified message to 
operatives stirred criticism on 
the ground it might involve 
spies in inappropriate lob- 
bying of Congress. The Op- 
erations Directorate was 
rocked a year ago by the 
arrest of one of its own, 
Aldrich Ames, for spying for 
Moscow for nine of his 31 
years at the CIA. 

The memo, sent last 
month, asked case officers to 
list everyone in Congress 
with whom they had "person- 
al ties" or a “working rela- 
tionship" as part of the new 
programme. 

Reflecting the covert 
branch's high opinion of itself 
as the heart of the CIA. the 
directive said that "the agen- 
cy's standing with the Con- 


gress is linked inextricably to 
the Hill's view of the Directo- 
rate of Operations.” 

"A not-to-be-understated 
factor in our engagement of 
members is a personal one," 
the directive added. “Many 
of you have established 
mutually respectful rela- 
tionships with congressional 
members," while “others 
have school or family ties.’’ 
The CIA confirmed the 
accuracy of the quotes pub- 
lished by the New York 
Times without releasing a 
copy of the memo. The new 
CIA mission was disclosed 
ahead of Senate confirmation 
hearings of Michael Cahis, a 
retired air force general and 
CIA outsider who is Presi- 
dent Clinton’s choice to re- 
place James Woolsey. 

Mr. Woolsey resigned in 
December under criticism in 
Congress for his handling of 
CIA failings — chiefly on the 
operational side — that let 
Ames spy for so long without 
being detected. 

Steven Aftergood, a critic 
of government secrecy at the 
private Federation of Amer- 
ican Scientists, branded the 
programme, as described in 
the memo, as a "misguided if 
not illegal attempt to influ- 
ence Congress.” 

Federal employees are bar- 
red from lobbying Congress 
or spending appropriated 
funds on publicity or prop- 
aganda. 



Nicaraguan General Humberto Ortega (cen- 
tre), commander of the armed forces says 
goodbye to a soldier in Managua, alter hand- 


mg command of the Nicaraguan Armed Forces 
to Joaquin Coadra (left). Gen. Ortega led the 
army for five years (AFT photo) 


Ortega gives up command of Nicaraguan army 


MANAGUA (R) — General 
Humberto Ortega handed 
over command of Nicar- 
agua's army to General Joa- 
quin Cuadra Tuesday in the 
first peaceful transfer of the 
top military post in the coun- 
try's history. 

Ortega was the last of the 
former ruling Sandinistas to 
hold a major government 
post and had led the army 
since its formation in 1979 
out of the ranks of guerrilla 
fighters who overthrew milit- 
arv dictator Anastasio Somo- 


za. 

Gen. Cuadra, 43, has been 
second in command to Gen. 
Ortega since the army was 
founded but is said by army 
officers to be strictly a milit- 
ary man and less political 
than his predecessor. 

Gen. Ortega was sent off 
with a 21-cannon salute and 
appearances by top govern- 
ment officials, his brother 
and former President Daniel 
Onega, and a host Of foreign 
diplomats. 

Also present was a massive 


display of military hardware 
including tanks, mine- 
planters and an array of 
heavy guns, ail of it supplied 
in the 1980s by the former 
Soviet Union. ' 

"I feel content because I 
leave feeling that I have com- 
pleted one duty more in my 
life, having helped Nicaragua 
have an army that does not 
belong to the Sandinista 
Front... but is an army of the 
nation," Gen. Ortega said in 
his farewell speech. 


British 
playwright 
Robert 
Bolt dies 

LONDON (R) — British 
pfayrwright and screenwriter 
Robert Bolt, a master of his- 
torical ernes who won Oscars 
for Dr. Zhivago and A Man 
For All Seasons, has died 
aged 70, bis agent said 
Wednesday. 

Bolt’s partnership with 
director David Lean in the 
1960s, producing such block- 
bluster films as Lawrence Of 
Arabia, took Hollywood by 
storm and both men were 
garlanded with awards. 

“He died on Monday 
night. It was quite peaceful. 
He passed away at home with 
Sarah (his wife actres Sarah 
Miles) beside him," said a 
spokeswoman for Bolt’s 
agent Casarotto Ramsay. 


U.S. urges 
Turkey 
to spare 
civilians 

ANKARA (AP) — Drawing 
parallels with the Vietnam 
war, a U.S. official has 
warned Turkey to restrain its 
battle against Kurdish rebels 
from becoming an offensive 
against civilians. 

But U.S. Assistant Secret- 
ary of State Richard C. Hol- 
brooke tried to ease concern 
over the prospect of U.S. 
sanctions because of Turkish 
human rights violations. 

“I think it will be extreme- 
ly unproductive to leave the 
impression that human 
rights... will become some- 
thing that will rupture the 
U.S. -Turkish relations,” he 
added. 

Turkey is accused of razing 
villages and forcing evacua- 
tions in its fight against Kur- 
dish separatists in southeast 
Turkey. Turkish police are 
also accused of systematic 
torture of suspected rebels 
and others. 

Tur kish officials deny any 
support for rights abuses. 

But the State Depart- 
ment’s 1994 report said the 
human rights situation had 
worsened significantly in Tur- 
key, and Mr. Holbrooke said 
the government must halt any 
harm to innocent civilians 
during attacks on rebels. 

U.S. human rights groups 
have been pressing to block 
the sale of. U.S. cluster 
bombs to Turkey because 
they could be used against 
Kurdish civilians. 

The U.S. Congress froze 
10 per cent of Turkey's $365 
million in U.S. military aid in 
August, pending a human 
rights review. 

“They are aware there are 
problems... I was struck by 
the feet that all the Turkish 
officials I talked to thought 
about the need to bring full 
human rights to Turkey... 
through legal means and 
through strict enforcement of 
existing laws and through im- 
provement of some of those 
laws,” Mr. Holbrooke said. 

His visit also came at a 
time when Turkey is troubled 
about a proposal by some 
U.S. lawmakers to deny, U.S. 
aid to Turkey for refusing the 
transfer of supplies to Arme- 
nian refugees through Tur- 
key. 

Neighbours Armenia and 
Turkey have been enemies 
for decades because of claims 
that up to 1.5 million Arme- 
nians were massacred in 
1915. Turkey denies any such 
massacre. 

Mr. Holbrooke said the 
Turkish and Armenian rela- 
tions should be improved. 

"On Turkish- Armenian re- 
lations. which is so frayed 
with history, emotion, mis- 
understanding and conflicting 
views of history, our view is 
very simple. Your two coun- 
tries. .. must find way to move 
on to the future. " 


Canadians seek Clinton 
support in Quebec row 


OTTAWA (R) — Supporters 
and- foes of Quebec inde- 
pendence both -hope to use a 
state visit by President Bill 
Clinton to Otnada this week 
to promote their causes. 

But U.S. officials said Mr. 
Clinton will try to stay out of 
the internal squabble during 
the two-day trip starting 
Thursday. 

Mr. Clinton will hold ex- 
tensive talks with Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
and will meet briefly Friday 
with Lurien Bouchard, the 
leader of the Quebec separat- 
ist party in the Canadian par- 
liament. 

Government officials said 
Mr. Chretien wQI tell Mr. 
Clinton privately what he 
says to Canadians publicly, 
that he has. faith in the fete of. 
the country. 

The government of 
French-speaking Quebec 
plans to hold a referendum 
sometime this year on 
whether the province should 
secede from Canada. 

"Chretien will tell him 
Quebeckers will opt for 
Canada," .a senior Canadian 
government official said 
Tuesday. 

The U.S. has always tried 
to stay out of the debate, 
sticking to an official line that 
the Quebec problem is an 
internal matter for Canada. 
U.S. Ambassador to Canada 
James Blanchard repeated 
last week that Mr. Clinton 
does not intend to get drag- 
ged into the debate. 

But in Canada, Mr. Clin- 
ton’s every word on the sub- 
ject of Quebec will be dis- 
sected by potitidans and the 
media, particularly a speech 
to the Canadian parliament 
Thursday. 

U.S. officials said that dur- 
ing his visit Mr. Clinton will 
highlight the “special rela- 
tionship” the two countries - 
with the world’s longest un- 
defended border enjoy. 

They are downplaying Mr. 
Clinton’s talks with the 
Quebec separatist leader 
Bouchard as a "normal cour- 
tesy meeting." 

But Mr. Bouchard is using 
the Clinton visit to make a 
dramatic return to public life 
after his leg was amputated in 
a near fetal brush with a 


flesh-eating disease. - 

Mr. Bouchard raffled some 
feathers in Ottawa by writing 
directly to Mr. Clinton to ask 
for the meeting. At first, Mr. 
Chretien reacted cooly to the 
request but decided to allow 
die meeting to avoid making ■ 
it a major issue. 

Mr. Bouchard became 
leader of the official opposi- 
tion in Canada’s parliament 
in October 1993 after his Bloc 
Quebecois party won most of 
the seats in Quebec. 

Mr. Bouchard told the 
Quebec City newspaper Le 
Soleil this week he hopes to 
convince Mr. Clinton to 
adopt an attitude of benevo- 
lent neutrality towards 
Quebec independence. 

He said he will reotind Mr. 
Clinton that Quebec separat - 
ist s have been 
democratically-elected, and 
win only separate if a major- 
ity of Quebec citizens vote 
for independence in the re- 
ferendum. 

“I am going to explain to 
him that ours is not an anti- 
American project. To the 
contrary,” Mr. Bouchard was 
quoted as saying.. 

Mr. Bouchard also plans to 
underline that Quebeckers 
are free traders and strong 
supporters of the free trade 
agreement with the United 
State, and the North Amer- 
ican Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). . 

Quebec separatists have 
been saying that if the pro- 
vince separates, it would 
quickly seek to join NAFTA. 
This has stirred controversy 
because both the United 
States and Canada have 
made it dear that mem- 
bership m NAFTA would not 
be automatic. 

“Obviously they (Quebec 
separatists) want the Amer- 
icans to see them as not being 
a major economic or political 
threat and to show* they are 
not radicals," said University 
of Toronto political sdentist 
Richard Simeon. 

“What the (separatists) 
also want to show is that they 
are taken seriously by other 
countries. The more they can 
show that they are on reason- 
able good terms with tire 
.United States, the better it is 
for them," he said. 


EU fails to agree on animal 
transport compromise 


BRUSSELS (W — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) farm minis- 
ters failed to agree a com- 
promise to improve condi- 
tions for animals transported 
for slaughter and will tiy 
again possibly next month, 
German Farm Minister 
Jochen Borchert said. “There 
was no agreement possible 
tonight, it’s postponed," Mr. 
Borchert told Reuters after 
marathon talks in Brussels, 
lobbied by animal rights 
activists demanding better 
conditions for livestock trans- 
ported across the bloc. 

The ministers had tried to 
break an 18-month impasse 


between northern countries 
exporting live animals and 
. southern importers over how 
bag animals can be trans- 
ported. 

French film star Brigitte 
Bardot and other animal 
rights activists, who demons- 
trated outside tire farm minis- 
ters’ meeting Monday, want a 
maximum eight-hour journey 
limit. . 

France, whrih holds the 
rotating EU presidency, had 
put towards a compromise 
that journey times, watering 
and feeding intervals and rest 
times should vary according 
to the type of farm animal. 


Detective: Nicole Simpson was attacked first 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) 
— Nicole Brown Simpson’s 
killer probably attacked her 
first, then jumped Ronald 
Goldman and fought him 
ferociously, a police detective 
testified Tuesday at the Q J. 
Simpson murder trial. 

Detective Tom Lange, in 
his second day of testimony, 
depicted a fierce struggle be- 
tween Mr. Goldman and his 
killer outside Ms. Simpson’s 
condominium on June 12. 

Simpson, a film actor and 
former American football 
star, is charged with both 
murders. He has denied com- 
mitting them. 

Prosecutor Marcia Clark 
flashed photographs of 
bloody scenes on a cour- 
troom screen, including one 
of Ms. Simpson’s bare feet 
wedged under the bottom of 
the gate to her apartment 
building. 

Ms. Simpson “obviously 
didn't walk through the blood 
dnring tbe struggle,” so 
"perhaps went down initially 
before a fight really ensued 
with the other victim,” Offic- 
er Lange said. 

Ms. Clark showed photos 
of Ronald Goldman’s crum- 
pled body, including one not 
seen before: A dose-up of his 
torso and bloodsoaked jeans. 
The photograph brought 
gasps from his stepmother and 
sister in the courtroom. 

Officer Lange said there 
was blood on the soles of Mr. 
Goldman’s white shoes and 
blood soaked through one 
toe, indicating be had strug- 
gled with his assailant while 
Ms. Simpson's blood flowed 
nearby. 

Mr. Goldman, whose body 
was curled around a tree 
stump, also had defensive 
wounds on his hands, and his 
shirt was pulled up his back, 
the detective said. 

Prosecutors have said Ms. 



Detective Tom Lange, at tire Los Angeles Police 
looks at a bag containing the glasses of Jmfitlia Brown, the 
mother of murder victim Nicole Brown Simpson, during the 
OJ. Simpson trial in Los Angeles. Officer Lange teatffirf «mt 
be befieves Nicole Brown Simpson was kffied first and did not 
resist, (rat that Ron Goldman, who was returning the ghwv, 
pat up a fight (AIT photo) 


Simpson was tbe intended 
target and Mr. Goldman was 
killed because he was at the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time, returning eyeglasses 
left at the Los Angeles res- 
taurant where he worked as a 
waiter and where Ms. Simp- 
son ate her last meal. 

Before Officer Lange took 
tbe stand for a second day. 
Judge Lance Ito order a key 
defence witness to appear in 
court Friday so he can decide 
whether her testimony might 
be videotaped or immediate- 
ly presented to jurors, inter- 
rupting the prosecution case. 

Tbe defence warned that 
Rosa Lopez, a itiaid for 
Simpson's neighbour who 
could gjve Simpson an alibi 
for the night of tire murders, 


wants to leave tbe country for 
her native El Salvador be- 
cause of what she feels is 
media harassment. 

The defence says Ms. 
Lopez will testify that she saw 
Simpson’s white Bronco vehi- 
cle parked in the . street out- 
side his txnse at 10:15 p.m. on 
June 12, the time prosecutors 
say tbe murders took place. 

with no known witness to 
the crime and a coroner un- 
able to fix the time of death, 
prosecutors have relied on 
testimony about Ms. Simp- 
son’s baiting dog to establish 
when tbe murders took place. 

If Judge Ito decides there is 
no risk of Ms. Lopez fleeing 
the country, she will be 
ordered to testify when die 
defence side of the case is 



heard, weeks or months from 
now. 

If the judge concludes Ms. 
Lopez might flee, she will 
either be ordered to testify 
and be cross-examined on 
videotape , to be played 
back to the jury later if she is 
still unavailable, or the pro- 
secution case will be sus- 
pended so that the defence 
can put her on the stand 
immediately. 

Officer Lange testified that 
police scaled the waU of O.J. 
Simpson’s estate after his ex- 
wife’s murder' because they 
feared someone inside might 
be “bleeding or worse" after 
they saw what appeared to be 
blood on his car. 

As the fourth week of testi- 
mony got underway in Simp- 
son’s double-murder trial. 
Detective Lange said investi- 
gators found a red stain near 
the driver’s door handle of 
the white Ford Bronco while 
police were trying to contact 
someone inside the brent- 
wood mansion. 

Officer Lange said he was 
also worried because the 
Bronco was found parked at 
a “funny angle,” with its tear 
sitting partly in the street, 
and no one was answering 
inside despite repeated calls 
by cellular phone. 

Even though police had 
not yet obtained a search- 
warrant, Officer Lange said 
he ordered detective Mark 
Fuhrman to climb the wall, 
surrounding the mn hinriTHn ru 
dollar estate and .open tire 
gate for his colleagues. . 

“I felt that someone inside 
that house might be a victim 
erf a crime, might be bleeding 
or worse, so we decided to go 
in,” Officer Lange said under 
questioning by Ms. dark. 

Police have said that atfhe 
time Simpson was not a snsr 
pect in tire murders of his 
ex-wife. 




84 foreign 
stars named 
to culture order 

PARIS (AFP) — Eighty-four 
foreign celebrities were 
up mpg the class of 19SM- re* 
ceiving France’s feqdiest 
cottars! order, the Ctntine 
Minis try said here ’Diesday- 
The stars named to the va- 
rious ranks of the Older of 
Arts and Lettera include 38 
from the silver screen, and 29 
and 14 from the worlds of 
music and litera ture respec- 
tively. Those weighing in 
with the highest grade of 
Commander included U.S.. 
actress Lauren Bacall and 
legendary movie di recto rs, 
Americans Blake Edwards 
and Stanley Kubrick and Ita- 
lian Franco Zeffirelli. Tfaey- 
were joined by cond nctor Sir 
Georg Solti and a dutch of 
opera sin gers including 
Iran sopranos Mzrdla Frem 
and Renata Scotto and Ger- 
man baritone Dietrich Fis- 
cher Dieskau, and U.S. au- 
thor John Updike. The 
order’s new Officers included 
thespians Mia Farrow, 
Michael Caine, Dustin Hoff- 
mann, Vanessa Redgrave, 
and Meryl Streep, and direo-- 
tors Steven Spielberg, Pedro; 
Almodovar, Peter Green- 
away and James Ivory.-* 
Added to the ranks of met 
Knights, meanwhile, were;, 
British mezzo-soprano Dame, ; 
Janet Baker and writer Julian^ 
Barnes. 1 

Madonna: I’ll 
quit when 
I’m bored 

•«. 

LONDON <R) — Rock su- 
perstar Madonna said she ’ 
won’t quit dngmg imtil dw " 
gets bored. Faced with a bar-^ 
rage of personal questions ar? 
a London press confe ren ce,, 
she said she waraotpregunt^ 
and went all coy when asked, 
to name her latest boyfriend. 
Madonna was visiting Loo- ‘ 
don for the first time in two !’ 
years — to appear 'as the"* 
opening act at the Brit"’ 
Awards, the music industry- 1 ' 1 
Oscars. She said she was 
almost 99 per cent sore she‘- 
would go on tour again witiT- 
her latest album and looked-"' j 
forward with eager antidpa-*'; 
tkm to her starring role in the ^ 
mm of Evita, the Andrew.^' 
Lloyd Webber musical. Alan '' 
Parker (who made the hit 
ffim musical The C ommi t- ^ 
mentis) wffl be directing* and ; ' 
he is out looking for locations"' 
now. I would like to make it"' 
in Buenos Aires,” she said'"! 
after landing the coveted-'’ 
role. Reporters from Bri-“, 
tain’s tabloids outdid each"' 
other in trying to put the^. 
most facile question to one of 
the world's most cndurmgv 
rock stars. “No I am not; 
pregnant,” said the raunchy 
star who has been through-' 
almost as many changes of.* 
image was rock chameleon .• 
David Bowie. Asked who her ■-' 
latest boyfriend was, she shy- •; 
ly twisted her blonde hair and -■ 
said: “He is not a basketball - 
player or a bullfighter.” . 
Asked what she would like »: 
any son or daughter of hers to 
know about her. Madonna..' 
said: “I wouldn’t hide any- - ; 
thing. I would like them to < 
know me completely." 

Hanks defends 
Forrest Gump at / 
Harvard awards 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass (R) — 

In order to earn the “pudding *■” 
pot” from Harvard Umvecsi- 
ty’s Hasty Pudding Theatric- 
ab Tlroupe, Oscar nominee 
Tom Haifa had to throw'"'* 
darts at pictures of Ins oppo-'~" 
nents. ' Hanks, who has beat - * 
nominated as best actor for> 
Forrest Gump, had to pfeyr- 
“nail the nominees,” throw- ’* 
ing darts at pictures of fellow 
best actor nominees, indud-v.- 
ing Paul Newman and John,'-! 
Travolta. “Not bad for a guy 
who didn’t even make it- -■ 
through Sacramento State,!- 
University,”' said Hanks, the_- 
tbeatrical company’s 28th '-C* 
Man of the Year. Last year -:. 
Hanks won an Oscar as best 
actor for his role as Andrew.-.-r 
Beckett, a lawyer suffering j 
from AIDS, in tire movie 
Phfladclphia. “This is quite!!-, 
an experience, a thrill arm an , ^ 
honour,” Hanks said upon. !,', 
receiving the pot. The Hasty '*• 
Podding is the oldest acting X’ 
company in the United. ^ 
States, and has presented,., 

Man and Woman at the Year V 
Awards since 1951. Hanks^ 
joins a long list of {fisting-.* ** 
uisbed actors, including Tom. 
Cruise, who have won the‘~ 
Pudding Pot Last week ac-"~. 
tress Michelle Pfeiffer 4 '* 
accepted this year’s Woman ^ 
of the Year Award. Asked ^ 
what Forrest Gump would,, 
say about the award', ‘If 
Hanks said, “where’s the^> 
pudding?” Hanks said be is- 
“incensed" at people who say*. 
Forrest Gump is a conserva- *^ 
tive diatribe. “I don’t think **" 
there fa a moral or maapny 
(in the movie) except ‘Love 
your fads’,” Hanks said. 
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Workers of the Sarajevo morgue unload dead bodies from a 
U-N. truck. The mortal remains of tea Bosnian soldiers, 
who were killed in action a few months ago and previously 


buried is the Serb cemetery in Lukavka, were excahnged 
with the corpses of seven Serb soldies in a recent exchange of 
war-victims (AFP photo) 


U.K., Ireland unveil N. Ireland peace plans 


BELFAST (R) — Britain 
and Ireland launched bold 
plans for a Northern Ireland 
political settlement Wednes- 
day, gambling that six 
months of peace would per- 
suade reluctant Protestants to 
give the historic proposals a 
chance. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major, bidding to end 
years of bloodshed, appealed 
to the the people of the 
British-ruled province to 
shed the prejudices of the 
past and judge the 
“framework document” 
strictly on its merits. 

“Read it, study it, think 
about it, discuss it, talk about 
it... let it mature. Think of 
the overall prize that lies at 
the end.” Mr. Major im- 
plored them at a press confer- 
ence. 

“This is not the time for 
snap judgements,” Mr. Ma- 
jor, flanked by his Irish coun- 
terpart John Bruton, told a 
news conference. “We have 
travelled a long way but not 
yet far enough... the dialogue 
of the deaf has ended.” 

The three-pojnt plan. _ 
which Includes a new North- £ 
erii V.Ireland. .’Assembly • and ^ 
cross-border bodies to ce~,n 
raent trust and economic 


cooperation, ran into hostil- 
ity fr 

who fear it will end British 


m Protestant Unionists 


sovereignty in the province. 

Peter Robinson, deputy 
leader of the hardline Demo- 


cratic Unionist Party, termed 
the document, fruit of two 
years Anglo-Irish negotia- 
tion, “an eviction notice (for 
Northern Ireland to) to leave 
the United Kingdom.” 

Mr. Bruton and Mr. Major 
dismissed such fears as un- 
founded and said the plan 
was in essence a discussion 
document to be approved at 
all-party talks, ratified in a 
Northern Ireland referendum 
and then submined to parlia- 
ment. 

“It is a framework for dis- 
cussion not a blueprint to be 
imposed over the heads of 
anyone," Mr. Bruton said. 
“Its purpose is to facilitate 
not to pre-empt dialogue." 

The “framework docu- 
ment” seeks to capitalise on 
ceaefires in September by the 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), which fought to end 
British rule for 25 years, and 
loyalist gunmen who killed 
Catholics in a campaign to 
maintain the link with Lon- 
don. 

It proposes: 

— Setting up a new 90-seat 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
elected - by proportional rep- 
resentation- to share power - 
between the 60 per cent Pro- 
testant majority and Catholic 
minority. 

— Changing Britain's and 
Ireland's constitutional 
claims to Northern Ireland to 
put the onus on its people to 
work out new relationships 


within the province and with 
Ireland. 

— Setting up a cross- 
border body from the assem- 
bly and Irish parliament to 
oversee economic coopera- 
tion. Its decisions would have 
to be reached by unanimity 
giving all sides a veto. 


osals will push the province 
lification. 


towards Irish reunil 
The assembly will hold the 
key to future relationships 
with the Irish Republic and 
replace a Protestant- 
dominated assembly which 
Britain scrapped in 1972 be- 
cause of civil strife. 


— Strengthening current 
rish cooperation 


Anglo-Irisl 
through a permanent inter- 
governmental conference and 
secretariat 

— Drafting a bQl of rights 
to safeguard the cultural and 
civil rights of Unionists and 
nationalists, mostly Catho- 
lics. 

Mr. Bruton told the news 
conference: “The ending of 
all campaigns of paramilitary 
violence last autumn has cre- 
ated an unrivalled opportun- 
ity for such dialogue to take 
place with the reasonable 
prospect of a successful con- 
clusion.” 

The IRA's political wing, 
Sinn Fein, and groups close 
to loyalist gunmen are hold- 
ing exploratory talks with 
Britain. But Mr. Major made 
jdear the “decommissioning” 
oT tfi^ arsenals' was vital, if. 
they wanted to join hew all-, 
party talks. 

Constitutional change and 
a new assembly are key de- 
mands of Unionists, but they 
have repeatedly threatened 
to bring down Mr. Major’s 
embattled minority govern- 
ment if they believe the prop- 


The document repeats key 
provisions of the December 
1993 Downing Street Dec- 
laration issued by the London 
and Dublin governments 
which lured the guerrillas’ 
political spokesmen into talks 


by saying the province's sta- 
ild 


tus could only change by 
majority consent. 


The broad thrust of the 
proposals would seek to blur 
the border between the two 
neighbours in the frontierless 
Europe of the 1990s, despite 
the fact that fearful Unionists 
want the border strengthened 
by constitutional guarantees. 

It has echoes of a 1973 
British power-sharing plan 
which was wrecked by 
diehard Unionists who saw in 
it a blueprint for merger with 
the 3.5 million people of the 
Irish Republic. 

The Sunni ngdale Agree- 
ment set up a power-sharing 
assembly and planned to 
establish a cross-border 
Council of Ireland to get all 
sides talking, but was torpe- 
doed by Unionist politicians 
and a strike by Protestant 
workers. 


Rao’s Congress Party lags in Indian state poll 


GUWAHATI, India (R) — 
India’s ruling Congress Party 
trailed a regional rival 
Wednesday in the first of six 
states to count ballots in 
assembly elections that could 
prove pivotal for Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao. 

With 39 of 59 races decided 
in the northeastern state of 
Manipur, the opposition 
Manipur People’s Party 
(MPP) had clinched 14 seats 
to 12 for Congress. 

Congress, which won 26 of 
60 seats in the last polls, in 
1990. led the ourgoing gov- 
ernment with the support of 
independents but was ex- 
pected to finish neck and 
neck with the MPP in a hung 
assembly. 

, Polling in one constituency 
in the insurgency-riven state 
was postponed following the 
murder of a candidate during 
an election campaign in 


which at least 11 people were 
killed. 

Manipur is one of six states 
holding assembly polls that 
will test the political winds 
before general elections that 
Mr. Rao wants to hold by 
March, 1996. 

State elections have no 
direct bearing on the com- 
position of the national par- 
liament or the federal gov- 
ernment. 

But a poor Congress show- 
ing in three of four states tbat 
voted late last year under- 
mined Mr. Rao’s authority 
and prompted finger-pointing 
inside a party that has ruled 
India for all but three years 
since it won independence in 
1947. 

Congress was widely ex- 
pected to suffer setbacks in 
this round of state polling, 
including in India's richest 
state, Maharashtra, which 
voted earlier this month. 


Mr. Rao has said he will 
reshuffle his cabinet after the 
biggest states, Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Bihar, begin count- 
ing votes on March 11. 

He will have a chance to 
seize the political initiative on 
March 15 when his govern- 
ment announces the budget 
for the financial year begin- 
ning April 1. 

The budget sets the gov- 
ernment's policy and spend- 
ing priorities for the follow- 
ing year and can have an 
important impact on voters. 

It was unclear whether a 
dissident Congress faction led 
by former cabinet minister 
Arjun Singh, who resigned in 
December in protest against 
Mr. Rao’s policies, would 
mount a challenge or if the 
opposition would seek to 
push through a no-confidence 
motion, prompting early 
genera] elections. 

Mr. Rao, who launched 


ground-breaking economic 
reforms after taking power in 
1991, has vowed to serve out 
his five-year term and put 
elections off until March, 
1996. 


Manipur Chief Minister 
Rishang Keishing, who re- 
captured his constituency, 
predicted his party. Con- 
gress, would end up with 
more seats than the MPP but 
would fell short of an outright 
majority. 

“We will get the single 
largest majority but not an 
absolute majority," he told 
Reuters. 


"We plan to get 20 seats. 
The MPP may get 14 or 15.” 
Independents and smaller 
parties had won eight seats, 
up from three in 1990, giving 
them important bargaining 
power in the horse-trading 
that was expected to follow 
the elections. 


Burmese troops pour into captured rebel base 


WANG KAEW, Thailand 
(R) — Troops saying they 
were from a Karen rebel 
splinter group but identified 
by Thai army officers as Bur- 
mese, poured into the former 
guerrilla base in Kawmoora 
Wednesday, consolidating 
their hold on it. 

In full view from across the 
Thai-Burmese border river, 
hundreds of soldiers carrying 
Burmese army G-3 and G-4 
rifles strolled around the 
camp and dug in at bunkers 
left behind by Karen guerril- 
las who abandoned the stron- 
ghold Tuesday. 

Some swam in the River 
Moei only metres from a 
decomposing body slowly 
drifting downstream. 

"No Burma here, we are 
DKBA,” a soldier wearing a 
Burmese army uniform and 
; identifying himself as the 
camp commander yelled 
across the river. 

"This is a victory of the 
DKBA," he shouted from 
Kawmoora, where a yellow 
* *)KBA flag flew. 

Burma's state television 
said Tuesday the Democratic 
Kayin (Karen) Buddhist 
Army (DKBA), a rebel splin- 
ter group, seized the Karen 
base. 


Thai army officers moni- 
toring the fighting said seven 
Burmese army battalions, or 
3,000 troops, plus an exten- 
sive battery of Burmese army 
heavy weapons, were de- 
ployed against the 1,000 de- 
fenders of Kawmoora. 

Karen National Union 
(KNU) guerrillas captured 
and displayed Burmese army 
battalion flags, documents 
and weapons after beating 
back an attack on Kawmoora 
on Feb. 8 in which more than 
50 Burmese soldiers were kil- 
led. 

KNU guerrillas abandoned 
Kawmoora after an intense 
bombardment, which they 
alleged included chemical 
shells. 

The soldier who identified 
himself as the new camp com- 
mander said the retreating 
rebels left nothing behind. 
“No weapons, no dead 
bodies, nothing here," he 
shouted. 


Burmese television, in a 
broadcast monitored in Thai- 
land, made no mention of 
army involvement in the 
offensive. 

"The DKBA started the 
operation on Feb. 8 and to- 
day they occupied Kaw- 
moora,” state-run television 


said Tuesday. 

The DKBA was formed in 
December by 500 rank-and- 
file Buddhists who mutinied 
against the majority- 
Christian KNU leadership. 

They later acted as guides 
when Burmese forces took 
the guerrilla headquarters at 
Manerplaw in late January. 

Guerrilla sources said a 
volunteer soldier from Japan 
was among the Karen casual- 
ties at Kawmoora. 

A Karen officer said a 
Japanese man he identified as 
Tsutomu Imaei. who was 
fighting alongside KNU guer- 
rillas, was hit by shrapnel and 
killed in a Burmese army 
attack on Feb. 8. 

Two other Japanese volun- 
teers were believed to be 
among the 1,000 guerrillas 
who abandoned Kawmoora 
and crossed into Thailand 
Tuesday, the guerrilla said. 

The Karen rebels, smarting 
from the loss of their last 
major stronghold on the 
Thai-Burma border, were re- 
grouping Wednesday for a 
new struggle — a guerrilla 
war — against the forces of 
the Burmese junta, rebel 
sources said. 

In Jakarta, Burmese 
Ambassador Nyi Nyi Than 


boasted in a statement that 
there was “nor an inch of 
area under the control of the 
KNU in Myanmar (Burma) 
anv more."’ 


"A few (rebels) may cross 
and recross the rugged 2.400- 
kilometre (1300-mile) Thai- 
Myanmar border. But Thai 
and Myanmar authorities, 
and the Democratic Kayan 
Buddhist Army, will ensure 
that future KNU terrorist 
activities will be effectively 
absent." he said. 


Thai forces disarmed the 
KNU. But overnight, many 
of the rebels crossed back 
into Buima where they were 
awaiting orders for the guer- 
rilla war the KNU has vowed 
to wage against the Rangoon 
junta, Karen border sources 
said. 


One KNU official said the 
fighters were being re- 
grouped under KNU Batta- 
lion Six in the area of the 
state capital of Moulmein, 
which is inland from Mae 
Sot. 

Thai Defence Minister 
Vi chit Sookmark said mean- 
while Thailand would coor- 
dinate with the Rangoon gov- 
ernment over the influx of 
Burmese into Thailand. 
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U.N. convoy 


Envoys to meet 



SARAJEVO (R) — A Un- 
ited Nations aid convoy, 
blocked for two days by Mus- 
lim rebels and their Croatian 
Serb allies, crossed the front- 
lines into government-held 
territory in Bosnia's embat- 
tled Bihac enclave Wednes- 
day. 

“It was allowed through 
this morning,’’ U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) spokesman Kris 
Janowslti told Reuters. “It's 
good news but again, let’s 
nope it’s not a one-off.” 

Thousands of civilians are 
going hungry in Bihac, the 
most active war front in the 
Balkans conflict, while a Jan. 
1 ceasefire has cooled fight- 
ing elsewhere. 

Ten trucks reached Gazin 
in the middle of the north- 
western enclave after spend- 
ing the night in the Muslim 
rebel stronghold of Vehka 
Kladusa, just over the border 
with Croatia. 

The rebels, who are loyal 
to businessman -politic! an 
Fikret Abdic, and the Serbs 
had held up the convoy for 
two days. It hopes to reach 
Bihac town, where the 
Sarajevo government’s 5th 
Corps and thousands of civi- 
lians are trapped. 


“Supplies are running 
very, very low. We had a 
convoy in there three days 
ago and people were seen to 
be starving, including 


former Yugoslavia. .The 
fighting in Bihac, which also 
involves their. Bosnian Serb 
kind, threatens to blow apart 
the ceasefire aimed at en- 


obviously children,” convoy 
leader Mike Davies told 


couragmg peace mvoes. 


Rentes in Velika Kladusa 
Tuesday night. 

An International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
convoy loaded with food and 
medicine left the Crotian 
capital Zagreb for Bihac 
Wednesday. The Serb and 
Muslim rebel ■ forces had 
promised to let it through, an 
ICRC spokeswoman in Zag- 
reb 


The rebels and the Serbs 
from the breakaway Krajina 
region in Croatia have consis- 
tently blocked regular de- 
liveries of food aid since May 
1994. The United Nations has 
accused them of using food as 
a weapon of war. 


U.N. special envoy 
Yasushi Akashi Tuesday won 
agreement from Krajina Serb 
leaders in their self-declared 
capital Knin to cease harass- 
ment. 

The Krajina Serbs are in- 
volved in the two most im- 
mediately dangerous areas 
in the multiple conflicts in the 


Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman, meanwhile, has 
ordered U.N. peacekeepers 
to leave Croatia and foreign 
officials fear a new Serb- 
Croat war could break out to 
deckle Krajina’s fete. 

Mr. Akashi saw a glimmer 
of hope Tuesday that nego- 
tiation migfit prevail over 
force to resolve the issue, 
saying Krajina Serb leader 
Milan Marfcic indicted in 
their meeting that he sought a 
diplomatic solution. 

. “I think there is a willing- 
ness to commence fruitful di- 
alogue and that's the first 
time they have made an in- 
dication of that kind,” Mr. 
Akashi said. - - 

Mr. Marfcic said bis gov- 
ernment and people wanted, 
peace but he demanded that 
Zagreb allow the U.N.forces.' 
whose mandate expires on 
March 1, to stay. 

The minority Serbs re- 
volted against Croatia's 1991 
declaration of independence 
from Serbian-led federal 


Yugoslavia and seized a third 
of die state with Yugoslav 
army help. 

With the shaky ceasefire m 
Bosnia due to run out at the 
end of March, diplomats and 
U.N. officials are stepping up 
their peace efforts. 

Prance, Germany and Bri- 
tain are sending envoys to 
Belgrade Thursday for talks 
with Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic to convince 
him to accept a new interna- 
tional peace plan. 

Mr. Milosevic told R u ssi an 
Foreign Minister Andrei' 
Kozyrev at the weekend he 
would consider it only if U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Serbia 
for its part in the conflict are 
tiffed. 

The plan for recognition of 
the different republics would, 
at least on paper, end the 
dream of a “greater Serbia.” 

The “contact group’*, 
which also includes the Un- 
ited States, continues, to back 
a plan for dividing Bosnia 
roughly in half between rebel 
Serbs and die Muslim-Croat 
alliance. Bnt the Bosnian 
Scabs, who control two-thirds 
of the former Yuoslavrepub- 
Ec, have repeatedly rejected 
it 


S. Korea 


says no 
to war 


games 
with U.S. 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
riad Wednesday it had no 
immediate plans to bold a 
major military exercise with 
the United States, a move 
likely to ease strained rela- 
tions with the Communist 
North. 

Prime Minister Lee Hong- 
Koo told foreign correspon- 
dents Seoul was trying to 
maintain a low-key policy ov- 
er contentious issues such as 
the annual round of war 
games, code-named Team 
Spirit, which Pyongyang lam^ 
tests as a rehearsal for inva- 


sion. *•- . 

“We have been frying very 
hard not to say anything ab- 
out Team Spirit because we 
do not want to give North 
Korea an excuse to sidetrack 
from the main issues and try 
to justify the prolognation of 
their internal policies,” Mr. 
Lee said. 

"It is a foregone conclusion 
that we are not going to have 
a major exercise on our side 
at this time,” he said. 

Further steps to persuade 
Pyongyang to end its interna- 
tinal isolation will be taken 
this week during a visit by 
U.S. Assistant Secretary erf 
State Winston Lord. 

Mr. Lord, who arrived 
Wednesay for a four-day 
stay, is expected to discuss 
plans to encourge the North 
to speed up detente following 
last October's landmark nuc- 
lear agreement between the 
United Stares and North 
Korea. 

Under the deal, Pyongyang 
agreed to halt and eventually 
dismantle its nuclear prog- 
ramme in return for 
Washington providing S43 
billion in nuclear technology 
and alternative energy 
sources. 

Mr. Lord will meet Foreign 
Minister Gong Ro-Myung 
and Deputy Prime Minister 
Rha Woong-Bae during his 
visit. The offlical cancellation 
of this year’s Team Spirit is 
expected to be announced 
Saturday, the final day of Mr. 
Lord's visit. 


Last year. Team Spirit was 
keet 


shelved in a bid to keep the 
North negotiating the nudear 
accord, which was eventually 
signed in Geneva and hailed 
as the best chance yet to 
break the inter-Korean cold 
war deadlock. 

Part of the deal is a re- 

? uirement for Seoul and 
yongyang to resume 
meaningful cross-border talks 
on detente and reunification. 


This has not yet happened 
ti-South 


and Pyongyang's anti- 
propaganda campaign has re- 
cently been particularly viru- 
lent. 

Mr. lee said Seoul had de- 


cided the quiet approach to- 


wards the North was the best 
option to relieve tensions that 
erupted last year when Pyon- 
gyang defied the world over 
its nudear programme, fuell- 
ing fears in the West that it 
was developing an atomic 
arsenal. 

“We will wait, we are 
frying not to make Things any 
more difficult. The best thing 
for us to do is not to say very 
much. We wfll try to be re- 
latively quiet and let them 
make a decision,” Mr. Lee 
said. 
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Rnwwfam President Boris Yeltsin (2nd right) 
aad his Belarus counterpart Alexander 
Lukashenko (rigtt) pass by a fine of Honour 


Guards diving a wreath laying ceremony in 
Mh* (AFP photo) 


Russia, ; j%laFi3£|; sign- Mends&ippact 


MINSK (R) — jThe^p 
dents of Russia and 
signed a milestone friendship 
and cooperation treaty but 
failed to agree on Russian oil 
supplies to Belarus. 

Boris Yeltsin and Alexan- 
der Lukashenko, who also 
signed treaties on customs 
regulations and joint protec- 
tion of outside borders, were 
keen to show the special links 
between the two Slav states 
in the Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States (CIS). 

“As far as Russia’s foreign 
policy is concerned, relations 
with tiie CIS members are a 
priority,” Mr. Yeltsin told a 
news conference after the 


signing ceremony. 

“As far as our relations 
with the CIS member states 
are concerned, relations with 
Belarus are a priority," he 
added. “It is the priority of 
priorities." 


But an adviser to Mr. 
Lukashenko told Reuters 
that the two presidents had 
failed to reach any agreement 
on a Belarus request for 
cheaper 03 deliveries from 
Russia,- an - issue "souring- bf- _ 
lateral relations. 

“Ofl remains one of the 
main issues which have not 
been resolved,” said the offi- 
cial who asked not to be 
named. 

Belarus, fully' dependent 
on Russian energy resources, 
suffered badly in 1992 when 
Moscow abandoned the prac- 
tice of supplying oil and gas 
at special prices for ex-Soviet 
republics. 

Mr. Yehrin looked fit, in 
sharp contrast to a stumbling 
p erf ormance at a CIS summit 
in Alma-Ata earlier this 
month. He was accompanied 
by Defence Monster Pavel 
Grachev and Foreign Minis- 


ter. Andrei Kozyrev. 

The aspirations of the Rus- 
sian and Belarus leaders to 
bring their countries closer 
together could be threatened. 

Pro-Communist factions in 
the Betarusparfiament-Mbn- 
day came dose to initiating a 
vote which would have de- 
nounced the December 1991 
deal setting up the CIS, 
which was signed by . Mr. 
Yeltsin and the then leaders 
of Belarus and Ukraine. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s visit has also 
raised the suspicions of Be- 
larus nationalists watching 
for any possible move by 
Moscow to pull their republic 
back info Russia’s orbit. 

Several dozen supporters 
of the Belarus Popular Front 
gathered near Victory Square 
in central Minsk to protest 
against Mr. Yeltsin’s hand- 
ling of the crisis in the 
Chechenya region. 


Cambodian rebel commander defects 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — A 
senior Khmer Rouge com- 


mander defected to the 
>ng with 21 
men in northwestern Siem 


eminent along with 


tne gov 
21 of his 


agree," Mr. Toan Chav said, 
adding that some of toe de- 


Reap province after being 
ordered to raid villages and 
raze peasant homes, the pro- 
vincial governor said 
Wednesday. 

Commander Reth from the 
guerrillas’ 912 Division de- 
fected Monday because he , 
disagreed with orders from . 
the infamous Khmer Rouge 
military chief Ta Mok to im- 
plement a scorched-earth-' 
campaign. Governor Toan 
Chay told AFP by telephone 
from Siem Reap town. 

“They expected trouble j 
because the leaders ordered ; 
them to burn down villagers* , 
houses and they did not 


fectors had relatives living in 
the areas targetted by Ta 
Mok and 912 Divison Chief 
Mit Kong. 

The Khmer Rouge laun- 
ched a ferocious campaign in 
the Kraianh district of Siem 
Reap province late last year. 
In a series of raids cm poor 
villages, which we re not pre- 
viously known guerrilla 
targets, they razed hundreds 
of homes as well as schools 
and dinks. 

Commander Reth was in 
charge of guerrilla operations 
in neighbouring Srey Snam 
district, according to a milit- 
ary intelligence report. 

Army General Riem So 
shid Commander Reth had 
previously been one of the 


notorious Ta Mok’s right- 
hand men. 

Mr. Toan Chav saidthat 
Commander Rem and his 
men had also grown disillu- 
sioned with life in the forest, 
were short of supplies and 
saw no hope of victory in the 
Khmer Rouge's 15-year-old 
guerrilla struggle. 

Gen.'. Riem So said that 
Commander. Reth had writ- 
ten a message to his fighters 
remaining in the bush saying 
he. had been "warmly wel- 
comed" by the profundal au- 
thorities, and. urging them 
not to believe Khmer Rouge 
propaganda that “the govern- 
ment troops will kill you if 
you defect” 

Nine other guerrillas de- 
fected Tuesday, the general 
added. 


Fighting reported as observers arrive 


to monitor Ecnlidor-Peru ceasefire 


QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — ( 
Ecuad o r and Peru accused: 
each other of violating a 
week-old truce as interna- ■ 
tfonal observers arrived in a : 
disputed region Tuesday to 
monitor a border war cease- 
fire. 

Ecuador's President Sixto 
Duran-Ballen Tuesday 
charged Peru was breaking 
the ceasefire and sending 
troops into Ecuadorean terri- 
tory. 

He said one .Ecuadorean 
soldier had been lulled Sun- 
day and five wounded iu re- 
newed fighting. 

That brings Ecuador’s offi- 
cial death ton to 12, white; 
Peru admits losing 38 soldiers - 
since fighting began oh Jan. 
26. 


More than 100 Peruvian 
soldiers have been wounded . 
and reports from the area 
indicate Peruvian soldiers 
continue to be injured by 
-mines planted by Ecuadorean 
troops. More than 40 
Ecuadoreans have been 
wounded. 

Defence Minister Jose Gal- 
lardo said Peruvian forces 
attacked the key post of 
Tlwintza, but feimi to take 
the position. He.reported no 

casualties. • 

The Peruvian Foreign 
Ministry. .Tuesday said 
Ecuador continued "harass- 
ment" operations inthearea, 
including moving troops into 
the dsphted region,, tr 100 - 
sqaare-k jfometre (40-square- 
mife) patch of Amazon jung- 




le, 220 miles (350 
lometres.) south of Quito, 


and 590 miles ^950 


kilometres) north of the 
Peruvian capital of lima. 

Peruvian radio station 
Radioprogramas reported 
Tuesday that officials had de- 
tected 5Q(J -Ecuadorean 
troops within the disputed 
area. -There was no official 
confirmation of the report. 

Both sides dispute control 
of three posts, -including 
Tiwintza,' tn the area, ana 
each says it has possession of 
the positions. : 

A mission of observers- ar- 
rived Tuesday in Ecuador to 
begin prehnnjnary work for 
monitors to assure the end of 
hostilities between the two 
sides. ■ 
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Time on nobody’s side 


CHAIRMAN YASSER Arafat’s crisis meet- 
ing with bis Executive Committee in Cairo 
Tuesday reflects the gloom that surrounds 
the stalemated Israeli-Palestinian talks. 
“The process must be re-examined in a 
radical and sweeping way,” suggested Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo, a close confidant of Mr. 
Arafat, in the wake of the Cairo meeting. 

The PLO’s answer to the existing logjam 
in the peace talks, though, appears to lie in 
greater and deeper regional involvement by 
parties ranging from Egypt to the U.S. to 
Russia to Norway. Pinning hopes on such 
wider participation may stUl prove fruitless 
in settting the mqjor standoffs between the 
parties, especially over the redeployment of 
the Israeli occupying forces away from the 
urban areas and holding the national Palesti- 
nian elections, already seven months behind 
schednle. For one thing, Israel is not known 
to handle well regional or international 
pressures, assuming that such powers want 
to exercise their clout in defence of the peace 
talks on Palestinian autonomy. 

For another, a country like the U.S., 
which enjoys special relations with the Jew- 
ish state, that can be used to save the 
Palestinian track from immin ent collapse, 
may not wish to apply leverage with Israel at 
this particular point in time. 

That leaves us to grapple with the Israeli 
public opinion which also seems too negative 
for the time being to want to accelerate peace 
talks with the Palestinians. And with the way 
the political cards are stacked in Israel, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin may not be 
able to go farther than he has already in 
meeting legitimate demands by the Palesti- 
nian authority according to the obligations of 
the 1993 Declaration of Principles. 

There is therefore every reason to be 
pessimistic about the ongoing efforts to 
defuse the Palestinian-Israeli deadlock. But 
any eventual collapse in the. Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations in conjunction with 
the current stalemate on the Syrian and 
Lebanese fronts could prove to be extremely 
detrimental to regional peace and security. 
When the existing major differences between 
Egypt and Israel are also added to the pile of 
negative news, the emerging picture may 
indeed unravel three years of work to prom- 
ote peace in the Middle East. Prime Minister 
Rabin and his constituency may have to 
reckon with these ramifications if they truly 
want to collect on the huge investment they 
made so far in the peace operation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in AI Ra’r Arabic daily Wednesday criticised 
Jordanian opposition parties whose members recently paid 
a visit to Syria, implying that they meant harm to Jordan's 
political stand. Fahd A! Fanek said the political parties that 
visited Damascus did not go there to meet their counter- 
parts of opposition groups simply because there is no 
opposition parties in Syria. They ’went in order to make 
contacts with the ruling regime in Damascus, said the 
writer. He asked: Does the Political Party Law allow 
political groups in Jordan to make contacts with govern- 
ments abroad? He said that the political parties did not go 
to Damascus to demand that Syria have political pluralism 
like Jordan or to demand the release of political detainees 
who have spent more than 25 years in jail for opposing the 
regime or to demand that Syria stop its secret or open 
negotiations with Israel. These political parties consider 
Jordan as constituting the southern flank of greater Syria; 
and ihis description is tree geographically, he added. But, 
he said, what is not acceptable is to seek to annex Jordan to 
Syria politically, so that the Kingdom would assume a role 
similar to that of Lebanon on the western flank. 


SALEH QALLAB. a writer in AJ Dust on r, said Israel was 
trying to find a pretext at all costs to avoid signing the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) claiming that Iran 
posed a nuclear threat to the Jewish state. Stressing that the 
200 or so nuclear warheads at Israel's disposal constitute a 
permanent danger to the Arabs and Iran together, the 
writer said Tel Aviv's intransigence in this respect was 
bound to push the whole Middle East towards a nuclear 
arms race, with serious consequences for all its countries. 
Had Israel complied to U-N. resolutions and pulled out its 
forces from southern Lebanon, Hizbollah would have not 
emerged as a resistance group to occupation, and had Israel 
implemented the Oslo agreement with the Palestinians and 
pulled out its forces from Pales territory .there would 

have been no suicide bombing against the Israelis, he said 
had Israel not possessed nuclear bombs, the Middle East 
would have been a safer place and the prospect for Arabs 
and Muslims seeking to acquire similar weapons would not 
have been contemplated. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Mjydonbeh 


Child neglect is child abuse and 
is a serious social disease 


UNLIKE WHAT some people would have us believe, 
child abuse, in both its subtle and blatant forms, is quite 
widespread in our society. There are various levels of it, 
ranging from the physical to the psychological, mental, 
spiritual, intellectual and moral. Among us, there are 
parents who still beat np their children severely, who insult 
them cruelly, who swear on them in a most vulgar way, who 
oppress them, who repress them, who inhibit them, who 
haunt them, who think and make decisions for them. And 
there are parents who spoil their kids, trivialise them, 
corrupt them, vulgarise them and so on. The latter are as 
bad as the former. 

The level 1 wish to focus on here, which has a more 
public aspect to it, is what one may best call child neglect, a 
neglect which in many cases borders on almost abandon- 
ment and homelessness. This form of child abuse, stem- 
ming directly from parental indifference and even careless- 
ness about the welfare of children, is manifested most aptly 
in a famous saying in our Arab society of today. It has 
become customary for many of us, when we speak of Arab 
parents critically in moments of frustration ana disappoint- 
ment, to say: “They b reed and throw into the street.” The 
saying, meant both metaphorically and literally, suggests 
that today’s Arab family fails, in die majority of cases, to 
provide a good home for its members. As a result of the 
extreme lack of care, attention, guidance and love, and as a 
result of the unexciting, unchallenging, unattractive and 
unbearable atmosphere, children find themselves drifting 
into, and seeking refuge in the streets, alleys and comers of 
their neighbourhood. 

I am not talking here about the beggars, the homeless, 
the runaway ldds, the orphans, the peddlers and the 
“gangsters,” whose number is on the increase. What I am 
talking about are normal kids who have parents and 
grandparents, i.e. your average boy in the so-called 
“popular” areas, who spend the entire day and a good part 
of the evening and night outside their homes. 

Look at the way kids spend their day in these areas. I do 
not have exact statistical facts or figures, but I would say, 
on foe baas of my own observation and first-hand 
accounts, that at least 50 per cent of kids in our “popular” 
neighbourhoods spend an average of eight hours a day, on 
school days, in the neighbourhood's dirty streets and alleys 
and 12 hours during holidays. Doing what? Well, killing 
time. They have so mnch time they do not know what to do 
with h. 

They play soccer in foe street, partly because not enough 
playgrounds are available, but mainly because playing ball 
in foe street has become a habit in our society, even when 
playgrounds are doseby. When they are not playing soccer, 
or when they finish doing so, they throw stones at each 
other, at birds, at cats, at cars passing by or at people. At 
times, while they sit and chat, they bold rocks in their 
hands and hammer at bricks in the sidewalk. Some bring 
old metal trays and slide down hilly roads, amusing people 
with foe noise they make. When they get a little bored they 
drag garbage containers around and set fire to their 
contents, after giving them a thorough rummaging. They 
fight a little with each other, wrestle, swear, scream, then 
sing. 

You find them out at all hours: At 6 or 7 in foe morning, 
at 10, at noon, in foe afternoon, in the evening, late at 
night. You find them when foe weather is fair and nice, 
when the sun is hot, when it is cold and freezing, when it is 
-raining and when it is windy. They come in all shapes and 
■sizes: Two-year olds, five-year olds, 10-year olds, 15-year 
.olds, 17-year olds. A friend of mine, who at tunes feels 
sony for these kids and at times extremely irritated by 
them, say: “I often wonder whether these kids belong to 
anybody.” The expression “stray kids” has become almost 
a household expression in the said areas. 

One wonders about foe mentality and foe psychology of 
their parents? What kind of people are these parents? 
What are they made of? They do not seem to care whether 


these children feed or don’t, whether they injure them- 
selves or not, whether they are run over by cars or not. 


whether they study or not, whether they deteriorate or not, 
whether they keep bad company or not and whether they 
develop bad habits, bad manners, harass neighbours, 
damage, sabotage, steal, sulk. 

Their parents are not busier than anybody else. Most of 
them are labourers, drivers, vegetable sellers, grocery store 
owners, civil servants, teachers, etc. Even the busiest of the 
fathers can spare an hour or so everyday to direct his 
children. The mothers are primarily housewives who, 
despite foe various chores they have to take care of, have 
plenty of time at their disposal, should they care. Knowing- 
ly or not, foe fathers are generally irresponsible; foe 
mothers are pathetically carefree. 

But one does not wonder much. Parental irresponsibility 
is part and parcel of our society’s overall irresjxmsibility 


during these gloomy backward times. How different are 
neglectful parents from teachers who do not teach, dvfi 
servants who are extremely uncommitted to their jobs and 
extremely inefficient, professional soccer players who 
disappoint us everytime they play, T.V. presenters who do 
not know how to present, interviewers who do not know 
how to interview, motorists who drive a Mercedes 200, 
1995 and throw packs of cigarettes or Pepsi cans out of the 
window. This is a vicious circle at foe heart of which lie 
ignorance, bad upbringing and bad education. Most 
parents are an outcome of the same street life they throw 
their children into. 

The damage done to foe ldds and to society is 
tremendous. What do yon expect children to grow up like 
without parental care and guidance? We all either have 
children or a first-hand experience with children and know 
that without guidelines, rules, regulations, modi explana- 
tion, teaching, attention and care, children can easily grow 
to be brutes and monsters. Many kids in foe neighbour- 
hoods under discussion are extremely impolite, rude, 
vulgar, bad-mannered and obnoxious. Is this what we want 
our kids to be? Through this neglect, we are abusing them. 
It is their right to expect proper education and upbringing 
from us, and it is our duty to cater for their needs 
effectively. What moral values have we implanted in kids 
who stone cats and dogs to death in cold blood, who beat 
each other senseless, who smoke and, at times, drink at the 
age of 13, who swear on older people, who bold knives in 
their pockets and do not hesitate to use them. 

The price our society pays is heavy. For one thing, the 
kids are a nuisance to the neighbours. A friend of mine, 
who happens to take his role as a parent a little more 
seriously than others, says: “The kids in our neighbour- 
hood are a disturbance and a curse. We cannot sit 
peacefully for half an hour. The noise they make, the balls 
and stones they throw at us, the damage they make to our 
property are intolerable. My children cannot study in 
peace. The flowers we plant in the small garden are 
damaged either by the bails they throw at us or are plucked 
foe minute they blossom or stepped at and destroyed. 

“You approach these kids and explain to them politely 
that they ought not to play in foe streets, that they ought 
not to damage other people's property, that people have 
foe right to enjoy a breezy afternoon without screams and 
vulgar words and stones, but they do not listen. If you 
happen to become a little angry with them and change your 
tone of voice, they swear on you. No understanding, no 
respect, no decency.” 

But the harm goes way beyond this. Are we surprised 
that foe crime rate has risen shaiply in the past few years: 
foe stealing, foe knifing, foe ItiUmg? What do yon expect 
foe shape of society to be when the kids become men or 
women and take over? Inefficient, ignorant, immoral, 
irresponsible, vulgar, and backward. 

The situation is gloomier than many people think, and a 
remedy is to be prescribed as urgently as possible. We need 
to wake up to the reality, which is clearer than the sun for 
those who care to see and stop hiding behind hollow 
slogans and ideals. We need, first, to talk to foe parents 
through the various means at our disposal: foe media, foe 
pulpit, foe schools, the universities and, more importantly, 
through foe specialised institutions we have created but 
which are not doing the job property. 

We need honest to God social work. Where are foe 
so-called social workers? Ought'hot they to reach piitto 
these parents and- talk to them? Gould not they arrange 
with parents to have children do something useful in their 
spare time? The role of foe social worker is quite viable 
and effective in many societies; why is not It so in ours? 

The second thing we need to do is to start paying dose 
attention to foe performance of parents. I know this is 
extremely difficult to do and extremely sensitive. Parents in 
our society think their children are their property; they can 
do with them as they wish, and nobody has foe right to 
interfere. But this attitude has got to change. Society, 
through the specialised institutions we hope to see revived 
and activated, has foe right to check on parents, especially 
with regard to the problem cases. 

Those parents who neglect their children ought to be 
wanted, rebuked, and threatened. If they cannot, or do not 
want to, pay enough attention to their children, then foe 
state ought to take over. Parenthood is a status to be 
deserved; and those who do not deserve to be parents 
ought to know that their kids can be taken from them and 
catered for by institutions or more caring and responsible 
parents. I do not mean this literally or hard-heartedly, but I 
feel that something along these lines will have to be done 
eventually. 

The specialists and the experts can, perhaps, enlighten ns 
about what precise steps we ought to take to alienate or 
resolve this serious social problem. What do they think? 


Egypt playing poker in 


nuclear row with Israel 


By Sarnia Nakhoul 

Reuters 


CAIRO — Egypt is playing 
a high-stakes poker game 
with Israel ana the United 
States over foe nudear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), risking a split in foe 
triple alliance which has 
been tbe cornerstone of 
Middle East peace since 
1979. 

Everybody is sure Egypt 
will fail to d ra g Israel into 
signing foe NPT, which has 
already brought relations 
between foe two states to 
foe lowest ebb in years. 

So foe question puzzling 
the West is why Egypt, 
famous for its skilled di- 
plomacy, is taking such a 
risk by talking tough on 
Israel’s nuclear program- 
me. 

Western diplomats link 
Egypt’s attitude with the 
changes brought about by 
foe rapid progress towards 
Middle East peace. 

The peace process, they 
say, has shown that Egypt is 
ultimately dispensable. Jor- 
dan signed a peace treaty 
with Israel without Egyp- 
tian help or consultation 
and the Syrians do not need 
the Egyptians either, 
though they continue to use 
them. 

Middle East peace, with 
normal relations between 
Israel and foe oil-rich Gulf 
states, would bring a flood 
of business opportunities 



but Egypt, foe diplomats 
say, is not well positioned 
to reap foe fruits. 

“They want to become 
once again foe leaden of 
foe Arab World. They are 


playing what they are best 
at — the political card since 


at — the political card since 
they have no economic 
power like Israel,” one 
said. 

The rise of Muslim fun- 
damentalism also makes 
any tough stand against 
Israel popular in foe streets, 
both of Egypt and the rest 
of foe Arab World, foe 
diplomats added. 

The signs of Egypt’s anxi- 


said. 

“As a result, foe Egyp- 
tians felt on shaky ground 
and very nervous. They’re 
anticipating a change in 'foe 
Middle East and they’re 
trying to take a lead in a 
making foe environment as 
suitable for Egypt as possi- 
ble,” another diplomat 
said. 

“In a word, the Egyp- 
tians are realigning them- 
selves. They want to win 


equal status in a new peace- 
ful Middle East... and 


ety began last year with the 
Middle East economic Sum- 


Middle East economic sum- 
mit m Casablanca, where 
half the businessmen were 
apparently Israelis, they 


ful Middle East... and 
establish a powerful ba- 
lance by standing up to 
Israel.” 

The row over foe nuclear 
treaty has broken out as foe 
date approaches for an in- 
ternational conference on 
extending it. 


Egypt, already a signa- 
tory, says it will not sign an 
extension until Israel does. 
Israel, widely believed to 
have 200 nuclear warheads, 
insists it will not sign foe 
treaty until it is satisfied 
that countries like Iran, 
Iraq and Libya do not pose 
a threat to us existence. 

If the extension of foe 
NPT, due in April, goes 
through by majority vote 
then Egypt will remain 
bound to it by default. The 
treaty specifies a separate 
procedure for withdrawing. 

“To some degree the 
Egyptians are playing a 
dangerous but a clever 
game. They are making a 
fuss but they are not saying 
they want to withdraw,” 
one diplomat said. 

“Everyone feels that 
playing this outspoken role 
has helped them get to cen- 
tre stage,” he added. 

"By raising the stakes on 
the NPT, the Egyptians 
have changed the mood in 
the region. They have 
caused a problem. The 
(Muslim) hardliners must 
feel great,” one source 
added. 

But foe diplomats believe 
things have gone out of 
hand. 

“There is some ugly rhe- 
toric between (Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Rabin 
and (Egyptian President 
Hosni) Mubarak. The rhe- 
toric is escalating and the 
tension has risen," said 
''■ne. 


For Saudi Arabia neS 

X' 

challenges emerging! 


By Dflip Ganguly 

Tbe Associated Press 


RIYADH — The driver 
studies his passenger in foe 

mirror while gliding in a 

limousine along an illumin- 
ated expressway past mir- 
rored skyscrapers. Deter- 
mining the rider is a fore- 
igner, the driver waves a 
disparaging hand. 

“Saudi Arabia not good 
place to make money any- 
more,” he complains in 
broken English. 

After two decades as the 
financial powerhouse of the 
Middle East, a magnet for 
magnates and poor labour- 
ers alike, Saudi Arabia is 
being buffeted! by money 
troubles and growing critic- 
ism of the long-rnling Al 
Sand family. 

Saudi Arabia is the 
world's largest ofl producer 
and exporter, with one- 
quarter of the world’s 
known oil reserves buried 
under its sands. 

That had allowed foe AI 


After cutting spent 
last year, foe govern 
announced in Jannarf 
its 1995 budget was b 

reduced a further 6 
cent That left if 
budget deficit of $4 
down from $11 billion 
1994. 

Bankers estimate 




Sauds to provide a pam- 
pered standard of living for 


their subjects while retain- 
ing absolute control over 
their lives and destiny. 

The cradle-to-grave wel- 
fare system provided free 
health care, education, sub- 
sidised electricity and wa- 
ter, unlimited domestic 
telephone calls. There was 
no income tax. 

Now, all that is in flux. 
The country feces unpre- 
cedented problems caused 
by low oil prices, the stag- 
gering cost of foe 1991 Gulf 
war and an increasingly out- 
spoken opposition within 
Saudi Arabia’s dominant 
Wahhabi Muslim sect. 

In Riyadh, the capital, 
men in flowjpg robes sit in 
cafes, gossiping over cops 
of fragrant tea and 
cardamom-scented coffee 
about rising consumer 
prices and austerity mea- 
sures introduced by foe 
government. 

Many people wonder if 
foe government’s social- 
contract — unlimited 
largesse in return for unres- 
tricted rule — is in peril. 

.Burdened with, a . Gulf.- 
war debt of .$55 billion arid n 
a five-year dip in oil pri^cv^, 
foe government is forcing- a- « 
belt-tightening by turning 
to domestic revenues for a 
bigger share in financing 
the budget. 

Oil exports, which 
earned about $30 billion 
last year, now will provide 
around 75 per cent of gov- 
ernment revenues. Still, by 
Western standards, foe re- 
venue burdens being put on 
ordinary Saudis remain well 
below international levels. 

Gasoline prices went op 
from 9 cents a litre to 16 
cents. Electricity and water 
fees were increased, small 
charges were levied for loc- 
al phone calls and domestic 
air feres were raised 20 per 
cent. 

No official estimates have 
been published on how 
much these measures will 
raise. But as an example, 
foe Middle East Economic 
Survey estimated that tbe 
higher gasoline prices alone 
will raise around £2.4 bil- 
lion a year. All told, auster- 
ity measures could generate 
$4 billion in additional re- 
venue. 

So far, there has been no 
attempt to introduce an in- 
come tax or slash foe wel- 
fare system, moves that 
could be politically explo- 
sive. 

The government’s 
approach has been wel- 
comed by foe international 
financial community. 


Arabia’s foreign debtat 
billion. That is not 
line by Western star 
but the speed with i 
has risen to recent years 
alarmed many econon^ 
and caused concern. .]& 
Washington and other 
Western capitals that hate 
long benefited from Stefe 
Arabia's seemingly bottom- 
less coffers. 

“There’s every indfcatwS 
that this year will be bettor 
than tbe previous one,? 
nance and National Eg£ 
nomy Minister Mohammad 
Aba Al Khail said. ' £. 

Diplomats say the gov- 
ernment wants to sjgnaTh& 
determination to getits 
house in order and is 
pared to take unpopular^ 
asions to ensure fiscal 
pline. 'a 

Saudi Arabia is largeljrii 
dosed society. Much a€tb& 
workings of government a£& 
veiled. Last year, in a timid 


& 


tilt towards democrat^/. 

n.Lj l-li.-.l “ 


King Fahd established a^ 
consultative council, whose 
60 members are appointed 
and have virtually no poat 
er, and made dear that ant' 
as far as he was prepared to 
80. 

News is strictly controfc 
led. Last September, 10/ 
Islamic funaamentaUsts'de^ 
monstrated in foe central 
dty of Bnraida to protect 
tbe arrest of Sheikh Salmam, 
Al Audeh, an outspoken; 
cleric critical of the govern^ 
ment, and as many as 1,000 
people were jailed, accord-/ 
mg to dissident groups, in 
exale. 

Weeks later, foe author- 
ities admitted to hok&ng 
130 people. 

The dissidents in exfld, 
mainly in London, bom- 
bard foe Western media 
and foreign governments 
with faxes — sometimes up 
to 800 a day. — alleging 
widespread corruption 
among the royal family and 
large-scale arrests of Isla- 
mic activists. 

This has become a prob- 
lem for the Al Sauds. In 
October, foe Wahhabi cler- 
ical establishment issued, a. 
fatwa, or religious edict, 
declaring foe distribution of/ 
such reports illegal. But it ' 
has not noticeably curbed, 
foe dissidents’ campaign. 

In private conversations, 
more people criticise foe- 
lavish lifestyle of foe long: 
and his extended family; : 
There are some 5,000" 
princes and princesses, butt 
only 2,000 or so hold any/ 
real power. ■* 

King Fahd, whose per-, 
sonal wealth has been esti- 
mated at $12 billion, has a-, 
dozen palaces in Saudi AraAl 
bia ana Europe, a $60 mfl/1 
lion yacht protected by stin-/ 
ger anti-aircraft missfles3 
and a private Boeing 747j 
jetliner. y* 

The monarch, who htep 
ruled as king and prime') 
minister since 1982, is novft 
73 and reportedly in poor* 
health. IBs brothers, the!; 
sons of foe state’s founder! 
King Abdul Aziz, are also 
aging and members of th&i 
second generation of SaudQj 
princess are jockeying tin® 
foe succession. -j|S 

That has deepened spli£|j 
within the royal femflyjgjj 
with factions vying for J| 
share of foe country’s vasjgj 
mineral wealth. 




LETTERS J 

Sweden’s right decisioi 


To tbe Editor: 


THE DECISION not to have foe embassy of SwedetHl 
Amman closed was most anticipated. Regardless o 
whether foe reasons behind taking such a decision -a® 
political or apolitical, this decision can be best compse 
headed in light of what one of the most prominen 
members of the present Swedish government* 
Schori, said when he underlined foe main features jg 
principle of the Swedish foreign policy in 1992' mi? 
capacity as MP and spokesman for the Swedish Soctf 
Democratic Party on international issues. Mr. Schori&g 
said that “over foe years, Sweden has had a vety d|*j 
international identity. I see that identity as an asset. It Jug 
not be wasted now that we want to contribute 
peace order in the world.” • , r--||| 

Today, Sweden, with its clear vision, and pra grpjgg 
actions fuelled by a burning global commitment to j esjj|g 
democracy and solidarity, cannot but reactivate its ece ' V 
mic and political ties with a country like Jordan, wfajckg pl 
courageously embracing both democracy and pea 9 ^|§| 


at a press meeting 
wLein and members of the 

■ 'tSjzsSSSSZ 

^conducting their Gorkin the 

the most concern voiced oy th> 
%aal handling of the, r bus, a 
' C ,h!< on Jordanian hopes A 

,.Lcrive centre for mternauo: 

! fiddle East The King r 

■ Emitted only days earlier 
Maocnn Al pasem spelhngo, 
pendents’ grievances In the p 

' ^respondents, . the Jitter a 


which they evaluated as seni 
mhrances to their work. F 


- cumbrances to meir - 

Fevudan President Hosm Mud 

■ third week of January. Journal 
. day earlier and told that a MP. 

h&d of state, was coming to A 

■ main office that they should fe 

■ t ime" to get a report and footas 

unknown guest" to Aqaba, sa 
correspondent, and you coulc 
reaction you would get from yo: 
there was the call to Hashe. 
r members of a visiting team fro. 
. were to meet with His Royal H. 
n Hassan. Again the press w as t 

- p.ni. (when many of them and 
r breaking their daily Ramadan 

' throughout their wait that no or, 
titer would be seeing and in 
later, tired and weary and i 
. appointment , the journalists de 
; Such incidents are an imposition 
and take valuable time awa 

• commitments in and out of the 
1 concerned. His Majesty went 

; asking the press in attendance 
entirely candid in expressing th 
' did. King Hussein , ever-gracioi 
state of affairs and called for i 

• concerned authorities to rectify 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shake 

■ the meeting, announced that an 
would be appointed very soon t 
At that, the foreign' media 
announcement, expressed the 
individual chosen should be one 

' be able to articulate informant 
. would actually be properly suj 
tion. Tipped to be the spokesf 
. Ministry of Information l Secre 

■ Maula , formerly number-two p 

■ Information Bureau in Washing 
become ambassador to both It 

The second major grievance i 
obstacles to accomplishing the i 
in the Kingdom. The joumah 
communication rates, deterion 
nections, restrictive customs r 
efforts to upgrade their ope rati 
technical frustrations. Followin. 
of the foreign media say. they 


BytanAtatta 
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AT a press meeting between His Majesty King 
Hussein and members of the foreign press corps 
posted in Jordan, it was inevitable perhaps that after 
a frank and open discussion took place the focus 
would turn to problems representatives of these news 
agencies and organisations face in the technical side 
of conducting their work in the Kingdom. It did, and 
the most concern voiced by the journalists was over 
official handling of their business and the impact of 
this on Jordanian hopes for Amman to become an 
attractive centre for international reporters covering 
the Middle East. The King referred to a petition 
submitted only days earlier to Royal Court Chief 
Marwan Al Qasem spelling out the foreign corres- 
pondents' grievances. In the petition . signed by 12 
correspondents, the latter dted two recent incidents 
which they evaluated as serious examples of en- 
cumbrances to their work. First was the visit of 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to Aqaba in the 
third week of January. Journalists were contacted a 
day earlier and told that a VIP , presumably ah Arab 
head of state, was coming to Aqaba. Try telling the 
main office that they should be prepared at “some- 
time” to get a report and footage on the arrival of an 
“ unknown guest” to Aqaba, said one foreign agency 
correspondent, and you could imagine the kind of 
reaction you would get from your boss at home. Then 
there was the call to Hashemiyeh Palace where 
members of a visiting team from the Israeli JCnesser 
were to meet with His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. Again the press was kept waiting from 5:30 
p.m. (when many of them and their crews would be 
breaking their daily Ramadan fast) only to be told 
throughout their wail that no one could tell them who 
they would be seeing and in what format. Hours 
later, tired and weary and still uncertain of an 
appointment, the journalists decided against waiting. 
Such incidents are an imposition, say the journalists, 
and take valuable time away from their other 
commitments in and out of their offices. Genuinely 
concerned. His Majesty went beyond the petition, 
asking the press in attendance at the meeting to be 
entirely candid in expressing their views. When they 
did , King Hussein, ever-gracious, apologised for the 
state of affairs and called for quick action from all 
concerned authorities to rectify the situation. Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, who was present at 
the meeting, announced that an official spokesperson 
would be appointed very soon to deal with the press. 
At that, the foreign media, pleased with the 
announcement, expressed their concern that the 
individual chosen should be one who wquld not only 
be able to articulate information and fX>sitions but 
would actually be properly supplied with informa- 
tion. Tipped to be the spokesperson in question h, 
Ministry of Jnformation ^Secretary General Navef 
Maula, formerly number-two' person at the Jordan 
Information Bureau in Washington, who went on to 
become ambassador to both Indonesia and Brazil. 

The second major grievance involved the technical 
obstacles to accomplishing the correspondents' tasks 
in the Kingdom. The journalists listed exorbitant 
communication rates, deteriorating telephone con- 
nections, restrictive customs regulations hindering 
efforts to upgrade their operations , as well as other 
technical frustrations. Following the meeting, some 
of the foreign media say, they have noticed some 


movement between the Prime Ministry, the minis- 
tries of Information and Communication and the 
Royal. Court. At a meeting at the Prime Ministry last 
Sunday with Sharif Zeid. two deputy prime ministers 
and ministers of state for Prime Ministry affairs as 
well as the ministers of finance and post and 
communications. His Majesty stressed the need for 
extending facilities to the local and foreign media to 
have access to modem means of communications and 
telecommunications so that the Kingdom will be 
rightly considered as a distinguished centre for world 
media'. The foreign press say they are hopeful that 
action promised will be realised. 

•ir ■£ Cr 

AN OLD-HAND AT A NEW JOB: Visiting 
Jordan for four days, the new head of the British 
Foreign Office Middle East Department, Peter Ford, 
made a swift tour, met with officials in formal settings 
as well as at a dinner hosted by Ambassador Hinch- 
CUff. at whose residence Ford was also a house guest' 
Guests at the dinner included Deputy Governor of 
the Central Bank of Jordan Michel 'Mario and his 
wife Lucy, Senator and former foreign minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber and his wife Loiretta. U.S. 
Ambassador to Jordan Wesley Egan and his wife 
Virginia, Reuters Amman Bureau Chief Jack Red- 
den and his wife Cathy, BBC Jordan correspondent 
Lyse Dusette. and the JEuropean Union envoy Yves 
Gazoo and his wife Nikola, While he was here Ford, 
who was deputy chief of mission in Singapore, met up 
with Dame Elizabeth Anson . independent monitor, 
who was here to examine \i sa refusals for the British 
Foreign Office. The two visited Petra and Ajloun 
together. Unfortunately there was not enough time 
for Ford to accept a dinner by Jordanian" parlia- 
mentarians whom he himself had hosted when their 
delegation was in London. But the chance to 
reciprocate will surely present itself as Ford, who is 
an old-hand in the Middle East, with previous 
postings in Saudi Arabia and other Arab countries, 
has only been on the job at the F.O. for three 
months. Besides, his new position should give him 
the opportunity to travel to Jordan more frequently. 
This quick junket to Jordan was his first in nearly 20 
years. 

CrCr-Cr 

TAKING UP FAMILIAR REIGNS: Former 
minister for social welfare and farmer parliament 
deputy Awni Bashir this week took over as executive 
director of the Queen Alia Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF). A graduate of Cairp University. Dr. 
Bashir, a surgeon, taffied to jhe.J.T, between 
surgeries at the Jordan Centre for Family Medicine, 
about his vision for the QAF. Dr. Bashir said the 
fund was “unique in its ability r to mobilise human and 
material resources and to use them in a most effective 
way to improve the equality of life for a large number 
of people in Jordan . " According to Dr. Bashir, who 
served as minister during the mandate of former 
Prime Minister Taher Masri, the fund is a truly 
grass-root organisation that promotes independence. 
personal initiative, self help and communal life and 
cuts across gender, sectorial and geographic biases in 


existing social structures and orthodox developmen- 
tal activities. He said it was an honour for him to be 
called upon "to join in die sincere efforts of QAF 
towards the development and the welfare of the 
Jordanian society. ” Dr. Bashir is the son of the late 
Mohammad Bashir who had served as health minis- 
ter in the seventies and died in the tragic accident 
that took the life of Queer. Alia in 1977. Al Bashir 
Hospital in Ashransh bears his namesake in his 
memory. The young and well-liked new QAF chief 
hails from Salt' where in 1993 his bid for reelection to 
Parliament did not succeed, largeiy as a result of the 
one-man. one-vote formula that was introduced to 
the electoral system earlier on. His is an energetic 
lineage which should prate him to be an experienced 
and dedicated asset to all he endeavours to accom- 
plish. his friends -say. 



tries. Dr. Mulki, who has headed the RSS since 1 989, j 
represents the second Arab country to hold the i 
WAJTRO presidency. Egypt was first in the 70s. 
According to Dr. Mulki. “it was the good work of 
our institutes that go: me elected, and with rhis 
presidency comes the opportunity to promote Jor- 
dan ’s ideas and contributions in the areas of science 
and technology . ” The young Dr. Mulki received his 
Ph.D. in industrial and systems engineering from 
Rensselaer Polytechnical Institute founded in M24 in 
Trov. New York. Married with mo children. Dr. 
Mulki's new hat will rake him from Amman to : 
Copenhagen once every two months to ensure that ! 
WA ITR O 's programme of interna tional and regional I 
cooperation is succeeding and related funding zlloca - | 
tions fall within the designated science and technolo- 
gy mandate. | 
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STANDING ROOM ONLY: As Iran’s National 
Day fell with the onset of Ramadan. Tehran’: envoy 
to Jordan Ahmad Dastmaljian hosted a post :f:ar 
reception at the Marriott Hotel attended by a ! 
considerably larger than usual crowd including Brit - • 
ish Ambassador Peter Hinchcliff, Canadian Arr.bas- j 
sador .Andrew Robinson. Iraqi Ambassador Nouri i 
Ismail AI Wais. and South African Charge J' Affaires 
A.B. Greenham. Guests commenting on the turn-out 
mused whether relations had moved up the temper- 
ate scale and that further understandings were being 
actualised. Then also it was the beginning of Rama- l 
dan which brings many a people together, some said. \ 


LOOK WHAT THE WIND BLEW IN: With the 
announcements in the areas of social and technology 
development, the J.T. this week recorded its own 
communications first when it received a piece of 
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JORDAN IN THE DRIVER'S SEAT: Develop- 
ment of another son took place last week when at a 
meeting in New Delhi, Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) President, Secretary’ General of the Higher 
Council of Science and Technology (HCST) and 
co-chairman of the follow-up committee for the 
implementation of the Jordanikn-Israeli peace treaty 
Hani Mulki was ■ elected president of the World 
Association of Industrial and Technological Re- 
search Organisations (WAJTRO). The Copenhagen- 
based W.AITRO was created in 1970 by the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organisation ( UN- 
IDO ) to act as liaison for the exchange of ideas, 
information and experience, and for cooperation, 
coordination and mutual support among its mem- 
bership of various research and development insti- 
tutes. and private . semi-govemmental and gov- 
ernmental organisations from more than 70 coun- 




St gnmd, smmlmd and dmUvmrmd 

'correspondence transmitted via what many may 
.consider an outdated method: Good old-fashioned 
regular post. The novelty' here is that ’ the mail 
received bore state of Israel postage stamps and 


Israeli and Jordanian postal office cancellation im- 
prints. From the markings we were unable to deduce 
whether the posted item was sent airmail and thus 
had to arrive in Jordan via Cyprus, or whether indeed 
it was delivered by ground transportation across the 
newly-opened borders. Meanwhile philatelists at the 
J.T. are heatedly bidding for the covered stamps, if 
only for their historic worth. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Jordanians get diplomas ‘from ail over the world* 


FRS 


^ riahtdeo* 


By Ian AtaHa 

Special to the 
Jordan Times 

■ AMMAN — When Jorda- 

■ wan graduates come to 
' .tire Ministry of Higher 
; -Education, Maysun Kha- 
\ tib sees diplomas “from all 
I over the world, from east 
\ to west.” 

; Ministry counts echo 
; the words of Ms. Khatib, 

; who is director of student 
; affairs there. Khalil Hindi, 

; director of statistics at the 

■ ministry, notes that the 
j number of Jordanians who 

• travel abroad to obtain 

• university degrees has de- 
1 -dined significantly over 
! the last decade. During 
\ the 1983-1984 academic 
- year, 45,000 chose to do 
,~so. But a full decade later, 

\ and after the number of 
; public and private univer- 
7 sides in Jordan has more 
; than quadrupled, Mr. 

J -Hindi estimates that a full 
j third of Jordan’s universi- 

■ ty students, or roughly 
; 31,000 of them, were 
; nonetheless , enrolled in 
; colleges outside Jordan 


for the academic year 
1993-94. 

The list of countries 
these students choose is 
myriad — everywhere 
from the United States, 
long a traditional staple 
for coUege-age students in 
the Kingdom, to Roma- 
nia, Russia , Pakistan, the 
Philippines and more. 
Even China has not 
escaped the list. 

Jordanian students con- 
tinue to go abroad for 
multiple reasons, accord- 
ing to Mr. Hindi. There 
are some, he noted, who 
are students from wealthy 
families who can afford 
the higher costs of univer- 
sities in the West, and 
choose them for their edu- 
cational values , while 

others are simply curious 
about foreign lands and 
cultures. 

Tariq Ayyoub, now a 
correspondent at the 
Associated Press in Am- 
man , had another reason 
— tight finances. Even 
though he bad an admis- 
sion from Yaimouk Uni- 
versity in band, “I simply 


couldn ’t afford to pay the 
costs of university’ life in 
Jordan.” So he went to 
study at Calicut University 
in southern India. “A stu- 
dent here has to pay 
perhaps JD400 a month ro 
get by. with class fees and 
everything , " Mr. Ayyoub 
said. “In India , I was able 
to do it on JD70 a 
month. ” 

There is another phe- 
nomenon in all of this, 
however, which causes 
worry among many educa- 
tion' experts in Jordan. 
Although no exact statis- 
tics exist to gauge the 
trend, experts say that a 
significant number of stu- 
dents go abroad because 
they have failed to achieve 
the minimum Tawjihi 
score of 60 set by the 
government for admission 
to any four-year universi- 
ties in Jordan. These stu- 
dents are then willing to 
travel abroad to find prac- 
tically any university in 
any country with stan- 
dards loose enough to 
accept them. 

Not only do a number 
of -the countries — which 


these students often end 
up in, such as Russia, the 
Philippines and India — 
have higher educational 
systems with many ques- 
tion marks about their 
calibre of leaching, said 
Ms. Khatib, “we also find 
forged certificates from 
these countries, or diplo- 
mas which have been sold 
to the student without any 
time actually spent in the 
classroom. ” 

Foremost among these 
countries is Russia. Since 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Onion, Ms. Khatib said, 
universities there have fal- 
len well outside any cen- 
tralised monitoring system 
of their programmes, and 
academics and ethics with- 
in them have fallen to a 
shady level. Nonetheless. 
3,376 Jordanian students 
had chosen to enroll there 
during the last academic 
year, 544 of whom were 
specialising in medicine. 
And in the last few years. 
Russian universities have 
become a “a big seller ” at 
commercial admissions 
offices in Jordan, which 
bisieatlv sell srudenrs 


admissions to foreign uni- 
versities, Ms. Khanb said. 

India, with 2.029 Jorda- 
nian students enrolled 
during 1993-94, is another 
such question mark, 
according to educational 
experts. “Many of our stu- 
dents who go to India nev- 
er even arrend school 
there. ” said one university 
administrator here who 
preferred anonymity. 
“But somehow, they man- 
age to come up with a 
diploma anyway 
Mr. Ayyoub asserted 
that he personally had re- 
ceived a sound education 
in India. However, he 
otherwise concurred aic/j 
the genera/ opinion of the 
experts. “ India does have 
quite a number of excel- 
lent universities, “ he said. 
“But at many of them, 
especially in the north, 
you can buy anything you 
want, whether it is the 
answer sheet to an exam 
or the graduation diploma 
itself. Corruption is ram- 
pant among their staff 
and reacbers.** 
Meanwhile, administra- 
tors at private universities 


inside Jordan have repe- 
atedly called on the Coun- 
cil of Higher Education to 
lower the minimum Taw- 
jihi score necessary for 
their admission of stu- 
dents from 60 to 55. (The 
minimum Tawjihi score 
for government universi- 
ties is 65). They maintain 
that this would curb the 
outflow of students who 
have failed to score 60 on 
the exam to foreign uni- 
versities of doubtful sta- 
ture, and allow them to 
study inside Jordan in- 
stead, where the private 
universities have ample 
seats for them. 

“I'm sure that a high 
percentage of our students 
who go outside would pre- 
fer to stay here if they had 
the chance said Dr. 
Amin Mahmoud, presi- 
dent of Zeytunah Uni- 
versity, although be did 
not give unqualified sup- 
port for lowering the 60 
mark. “I'm not against 
students going outside, 
but they should be doing it 
at a certain level — not at 
an early age right out of 
high school.” 


Ms. Khatib said that if 
the council decided to 
lower the 60 mark for the 
private universities, she 
would be for it. “I prefer 
this, and prefer to see less 
students going abroad.” 

But another educational 
expert felt that lowering 
the 60s mark could prove 
to be a double-edged 
sword. “If they do go be- 
low 60, they will com- 
promise the quality of 
higher education in ‘ Jor- 
dan.” said Janine Tal, 
director of AhfIDEAST 
in Amman, a private 
agency which councils stu- 
dents about studying in 
the United Stares. A Taw- 
jihi score below 60 is a 
strong indicator that the 
srudenr probably does not 
have the ability to pursue 
university studies, she 
said, and “you simply 
don’t do justice to the 
college or the student by 
taking him in, and then 
having him fail out." 

As for the council’s 
stand on the matter, “ ev - 
. ery year their is a beared 
debate among its mem- 
bers on whether to lower 


the 60s mark or not. ” said 
Dr. Ahmad Husban . 
secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion. However, he said, 
the issue was not likely to 
be reviewed again by the 
council until the beginning 
of the 1995-96 academic 
year. 

A university administra- 
tor who declined to be 
named saw the issue in a 
different light. “1 believe 
Jordan simply has too 
many university students, 
period be said. Due to 
longstanding ■ traditions 
and pressures in Jordanian 
society, he said, “every 
parent in Jordan insists 
that his children have to 
have a university educa- 
tion. ” Thus, he explained, 
too many refuse the idea 
of sending them to voca- 
tional schools , where they 
may actually be able to 
acquire training more suit- 
able to their aptitudes, 
and more certain to 
guarantee them a stable 
future in the tight local job 
market, which is already 
top-heavy with overqual- 
ified employment-seekers. 


JoW ik ! : By Frank Baker 
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^ \ PROVIDENCE, Rhode 

s I Island — Monopoly, the 

■ >r- t^/Ji io c ° n a ; board game that rewards 
■ ^ 5 ! players for sending tbet 

■ .it ^ i> ;: ' ‘ competition into bank- 
''' ^i^^niptcy, is turning 60. 

• _ ; Since it was introduced 


Monopoly celebrates 60th birthday 


-i;r 


p* ■ since it was introduced 
j by Parker Brothers in 
‘February 1935 during the 
'.depths of the depression , 


"more than 


million 


copies have been purch- 
ased. It is sold in 45 coun- 
tries and printed in 25 
languages, including Ice- 
landic, Arabic , Croatian 
and Russian. 

To mark the birthday, 
“ Rich Uncle Pennybags 
the character on millions 
of Monopoly boxes , rang 
the opening bell at the 
American Stock Exchange 
in New York. Parker 
Brothers is a subsidiary of 


Pawtucket , Rhode Island- 
based Hasbro Inc., whose 
shares are traded on the 
exchange. 

Edward Barter, former 
president of Parker 
Brothers, once said the 
appeal of Monopoly is 
“ clobbering your best 
friend without doing any 
damage . " 

“'Mien you come to the 
table , everyone comes 
equal. Everyone starts 


with the same amount of 
money, ” said Bob Warm . 
senior vice president of 
marketing for Hasbro 
Games Group. “The 
game plays simply enough 
that an 8-year-old can 
play, but ir’s still challeng- 
ing enough for an adult. 

” There's also a balance 
between skill and luck.” 

Monopoly calls for up 
to eight players to use dice 


to mote gome pieces — 
which include a horse, 
dog, lantern, iron and 
wheelbarrow — clockwise 
around a square board. 
There are properties, rail- 
roads and utilities that 
may be purchased when 
landed upon. 

Players may “build” 
hotels and houses on their 
properties and charge 
“rend.' to players who land 
on them. 


Everyone starts with 
S1J00 and collects $200 
each time they complete 
one trip around the board, 
but may be sent to jail, 
fined or awarded money 
after landing on certain 
squares. Players drop out 
as they become bankrupt. 

Versions sold in other 
countries are altered to 
appeal to those citizens , 
Mr. Wann said. For inst- 
ance, Boardwalk becomes 


Mayfair in England, Rue 
de la Paix in France and 
. Schiossalec in Germany. 
Currencies also vary from 
country to country. 

Monopoly was invented 
by Charles Darrow in 
1933. The Erst board was 
actually an oil cloth on his 
kitchen table and was 
comprised of properties 
named after streets in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

Darrow eventually sold 


the rights to Parker 
Brothers, which started 
producing the game in 
1935. The company 
couldn’t say how much it 
paid for the rights and 
isn’t sure how much 
money it has made off the 
game. 

It acknowledges, 
however , the profit mar- 
gin is something Uncle 
Pennybags would be 
proud of. 
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Removable storage 


By Jean-Claade Ettas 


Sophisticated PC software and the huge size of the 
data they generate have made large capacity hard 


disks an essential component of any computer, 
whether used at home or in the office. While 


chip talk 


whether used at home or in the office. While 
delighted to own and operate giant disks, users have 
found that the bigger the capacity of the disk , the 
greater their need for a security back up. Making 
additional copies (called back up) of one’s work has 
become vital. No one can afford to lose, in a split 
second, days, weeks or months of work just because 
of a machine failure, an electrical problem or simply 
an operator’s mistake. The only guarantee agamst 
such accidents is making sure of having extra copies 
of the hard disk contents. 

As it has recently been mentioned in this column . 
in less than ten years the average PC fixed, internal 
hard disk has grown from a ridiculous 10MB (ten 
million bytes or characters) to 300MB while the 
physical size was at the same time reduced by almost 
70 per cent. The cost per MB was JD40 in 1986. It is 
now JD0.7 or 700 fUs. 

In order to back up large amounts of software and 
data, one does not only need fast and cost effective 
hardware, practical ana “open” solutions are impor- 
tant as well. Removability and expandability are the 
keys elements in such a case. Therefore adding hard 
disks like the ones that are fixed inside the PC casing, 
is not the ideal answer. 

Regular floppy disks are too slow at copying and 
anyway cannot store more than 1.4MB each. The 
floptical media launched two years ago was supposed 
to become a standard. Floptical disks could hold 
21MB of data, are small -3.5”- and reasonably 
priced. Moreover the drive unit required to operate 
them could also process regular Soppy disks. For an 
unknown reason , floptical disks never really made it. 
They seem to have disappeared Horn the market. 

The two well established standards in removable 
storage solutions are the magnetic tape and the 
removable hard disk cartridge. There are naturally 
other removable devices like the Bernoulli , the 
Worm and the Writeable-Erasable CD-ROM optical 
disks for instance, however their cost doesn’t make 
them available to the mere mortal. 

Both the tape and the disk cartridge use special 
drives that can either be installed permanently in the 
PC cabinet or be placed externally next to it, 
connected only by a data cable. Once the drive is 
installed, one can buy as many tapes or cartridges as . 
needed. The important, common feature is remova- 
bility. One can take the tape (or disk) out of its drive. 



put it safely in another place, insert another in the 
drive, and so forth. Complete software libraries can 
be built this way and several sets of back ups can be 
easily made. I know of many users who will not go to 
sleep before making a daily data back up of their 
work. 

Tapes are available, typically in 120, 250 and 
500MB formats. Hard disk cartridges exist in 44, 88. 
120 and 270MB formats. The price per MB is about 
100 fils for the tape and 200 tils for the disk. The 
latter however performs by far better although the 
initial cost of the disk drive is higher than the tape 
drive — almost double. 

Removable bard disk cartridges are as fast as 
internal, fixed hard disks, that is about 30 times faster 
than the tape. Also, streaming tapes cannot be used 
for processing but only for copying — hard disk 
cartridges can. The disk's reliability factor is better 
than the tape’s and its error rate much lower. For a 
little difference in price, using a removable bard disk 
cartridge instead of a streamer tape makes perfect 
sense. 

Another important aspect of the removable disk is. 
its easy operation. Once installed, you can treat it 
like a regular hard disk and use on it all the DOS or 
Windows commands you are familiar with and that 
you would use with the main, internal hard disk 
“C:’\ If you do not have an internal bard disk at all, 
you can even make the removable cartridge “ boot- 
able ”, that is install MS-DOS operating system on it 
and work it as your main hard disk. 

Size wise, both formats are very small and ex- 
tremely convenient to store in a drawer, a filing 
cabinet or even in your pocket. The streaming tape is 
slightly larger than a standard audio cassette and the 
hard disk cartridge is only 3.5” wide, just like a small 
floppy disk, but a little thicker. 

With the spiraling increase in data storage needs , it 
is expected that a streamer tape or a removable hard 
disk cartridge will soon become a standard equip- 
ment of personal computers . ' 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. SSnsqair 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


I have missed you. Lakd iftakad’toka. 

It’s up to you. Al-amr matrookon lak. 

Take it easy. Haw’wen alaik. 

Have heart. Kon rahiman. 

That’s tine. Haza shay jamil. 

I don’t mind at all. La omani* italakan. 

It’s nothing to do with us. 

Laysal-amr yanina be-shay. 
Please yourself. ITalma tasba. 

Far be it from you. Hasha 13-lab. 

They’re in a fix. Innabom fee warta . 

Let bygones be bygones. Afal-lah anuna salat. 
Charity begins at home. 

AI-aqraboon aw la bel-ma’roof. 


5. What is a concertato? A buttle? 

6. What is ethnocentrirism? 

7. What is the scale measuring the force of winds at 
sea called? 


& jfr ft -ft fr 


COOKING IS FUN 


WHITE BEAN DELIGHT 
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JOKES 


fr A little boy went into the confessional and said to 
the priest, “ Father , I threw peanuts into the river. ” 
The priest couldn’t see much harm in that , so be 
gave the lad a light penance. Another boy entered 
the box and said, “ Father , I threw peanuts into the 
river. The priest was again puzzled, but not wishing 
to show his confusion sent the second boy away 
with a light penance. But in came another youngs- 
ter — he’d thrown peanuts into the river as well — 
and the next boy, and the next! Then a very tiny 
little mite came in, and the priest said. ” And I 
suppose you threw peanuts into the river. 

“No father, said the boy.” “J am Peanuts/” 


INGREDIENTS: 

1 tsp vegetable oil 

’A green pepper finely chopped. 

1 small onion, Gnely chopped. 

1 stick celery, diced 
175g tomatoes , skinned 
115g cooked white beans 
1 large potato, peeled and diced 
1 tbsp finely chopped parsley 
IA cup vegetable stock or water 
salt and pepper 

METHOD: Heat the oil in a pan, then add the 
pepper , onion and celery and saute until the onion 
begins to brown. Add the tomatoes plus the potato, 
stock, paisley salt and pepper. Simmer for about 30 
minutes or until the liquid is reduced by half. Add the 
beans and heat through gently for 5-10 minutes. Garlic 
bread goes well with this dish. 


To make a more substantia 1 main course dish . follow 
the recipe to the end, place in a casserole dish and top 
with a crumble mixture stud hake* in a hnt nven fhr 


with a crumble mixture and bake in a hot oven for 25 
minutes. 
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PUZZLES 


A COUNCIL (to medical witness): “ And even doc- 
tors, I suppose . makes mistakes sometimes. ” 

MEDICAL WITNESS: “Yes, just as lawyers do.” 
COUNCIL: “ But the mistakes doctors make are 
often buried beneath the ground.” 

MEDICAL WITNESS: “ And lawyers' mistakes 
swing in the air.” 


ROUND THE GLOBE 

All the words below will be found in the illustration. 
Some read up. down, sideways, and even backwards. 
How many can you find? 


A A A A A 


A Philip, asked the chemistry teacher,” “ What is 

hno 3 ” 


“Oh, er.....justa minute , Miss... er.... it’s on the tip 
of my tongue. Miss...,” 

“Well, in that case, spit it out. It’s a nitric add!!” 


AUSTRALIA 

BELGIUM 

BRAZIL 

CANADA 

CHINA 

DENMARK 

EGYPT 

FINLAND 

FRANCE 

INDIA 


IRAN 

ISRAEL 

ITALY 

JAPAN 

NORWAY 

PANAMA 

PERU 

PORTUGAL 
SWEDEN 
TURKEY ■ 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. The Concorde, the world's fastest airliner is manu- 


D E N 
N K A 


factored by two companies. Name them. 

2. The planet Uranus was discovered on March, 13, 
1781. By whom? 

3. Whom did the author George Bernard Shaw 
describe as the “most beautiful human being 1 have 
ever seen”? 

4. Whom said “women bold up half the sky?” 


R A R D 
A L U A 


N N T P 
LIZA 


R F R A 
E P O 


PER 
W R O 
MAR 
LEA 
E G Y 
I D N 
ANA 
R B V 
N C E 
R T U 
WED 
JAP 


U M 
N A 


K U YB 
R S I E C 
P T NL H 
I R T G I 
M A / I N 

T L T U A 
MI AM O 
G A L K 
E N Y 
A N 
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Are you still waiting 
for the punchline? 


By Sammr Ghaleb Bagaee a 


Ancient Greek theories in philosophy have taught us 
that the highest degrees of reality are those which we 
think with our reason and perceive with our senses. 
Bear with me for a-second, if you would, while I try 
to hammer out an introduction to what I am about to 
delve into here. 

Aristotle, that meticulous organiser and the last of 
the great Greek philosophers, held that all our 
thoughts and ideas have come into our consciousness 
through what we have heard and seen. We have an 
innate power of reason, but have no innate ideas. 
Yet, we do have the innate faculty of organising all 
sensory impressions into categories and classes. This 
is bow concepts such as “stone,” “animal,” “hu- 
man.” “ selfish “arrogant,” “racist,” and ’“idiot” 

arise. 

Unlike animals, we are able to plan our lives. We 
have the ability to make a “pleasure calculation. ” 
Spending money we have saved on a new car is good, 
but a trip to England is better. But “pleasure” does 
not necessarily mean sensual pleasure - like buying a 
car for instance. Values such as friendship also count. 
Or so I naively thought. 


This is where we get into the messy business at 
hand. Do the words . Mackintosh Quality Street’ ring 
a bell? It could be a famous brand of chocolate. It 
could also be, if spelt without the K’ the name of a 
brand of computers. But also, Makintosb, without 
the ‘C, is the name of a monument to ar chi-texture, 
in a place where glass glows. 

The other half of this charade is Bart , not that 
notorious Simpson family member, nor that famous 
hospital in London, but Bart Late, a soul mate from 
London. 

You must be by now wondering what do Makin- 
tosh (the monument) and Bart Late have to do with 
archi-texture? Well, this is a story about architexts 
who were students with Bart Late, and mutants- 
fu/ned-experts after a brief encounter with Makin- 
tosh. 

Over the years I have come to appreciate that great 
taste of Mackintosh’s chocolates, but lately I have 
discovered that Makintosh’s mutants-tumed-experts 


(henceforth referred to as creatures) leave a soup 
aftertaste in one’s mouth. They tend to be quite: 
spiteful for some anonymous reason. For example^' 
they have developed the nasty habit of wilting 1 
anonymous letters to the people you work ibr just te 
get you into trouble. There is a word for people like % 
this and that is sadists. They also crave for th& : 
Spotlight, but being the kind of slimy creatures tbey~ 
are, they weave their spiteful plots under the cover of 
darkness. 

But what do we do with creatures tike these? Do- r 
we let them get away with hurting other people? Or 
do we nip them in the bud? 

Personally, I would go for the latter. These 
creatures should never be allowed to find themselves ' 
in the position where they can cause pain to others. 
But, you see, it is not the position itself which is at.. 
fault here, it is in fact abusing that position. 

This is this week’s revelation about our society and . 
the people we work with. You could say you already 
knew that. But because I bad to write this piece using 
aliases, hence all the other stuff which I hope was not 
uninteresting in its own way. 

Now comes die crunch, do you let these meddlers ; 
be, or do you hit back, hard, real hard? That is the - 
question. The answer is whatever heals your wounds j 


quicker. But the enjoyment of life required the old 
Greek ideals of self-control, temperance, and seren- 


Greek ideals of self-control, temperance, and seren- \ 
ity. We were taught that desire must be curbed, and = 
that serenity would help us to endure pain. 

But our world has grown old, violent and satirical, 
hasn’t it? . 

So, when “the path of the righteous man is beset 
on all sides by the inequities of the selfish and the - 
tyranny of evil men, blessed is be who in the name of - 
charity and goodwill shepherds the weak through the f. 
valley of darkness for he is truly his brother’s keeper 
and the ffnderof lost children. And I will strike down * 
upon thee with great vengeance and furious anger : 
these who attempt to destroy and poison my: 
brothers, and you will know my name is the Lord 
when I lay my vengeance upon thee!” (Ezekiel 25:17, 
as adapted by Quentin Tarantino in the movie Pulp 
Fiction). 

All characters and names in this essay are fictional. 
Not 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Th ur sday, Feb. 23 


Sunday, Fab. 26 


730 N.B.A 


730 Documentary — Proffks Of The Mustim World 


&30 Road To Avanlea 


860 Erebus: The Aftermath 


9:10 The Hat Squad 


960 Stepjty Step 


1060 News In English 


930 Heartbeat 


1030 Feature F3m — Separation 


Presented by Media Addassi 


Starring: Rosanna Arquette & David Suchet 


1060 News In English 


The Ghn tells the story of a crippled New York 
actress and an agoraphobic writer living in London 
who become strong friends over the trans-Atlantic 
telephone while disaissing the production of a play. 


1030 Feature F3m — Top Secret 


M o nda y, Fob. 27 


1260 Bangkok Hilton 


730 Documentary — Ramadan In The World 


Friday, Fob. 26 


7:45 Magazine Zero One 


730 Documentary — Science World 


860 AH 


8:10 African Sides 


830 Street Hawk 


Freedom Ranch is quarantined after the sudden, 
mysterious death of one of the guests, Mr. Reel. 


9:15 By The Way Of Stars 


1060 News In EngHoh 


8:45 Desmond's 


1030 Bombardier 


9:15 Grand Slam 


1060 News In English 


Joseph becomes a millionaire as he continues to 
invent and improve new macbinei 8 


1030 Inspector Morse 


1260 Feature 13m — Br e wst er 's MBBons 


1260 Feature Film — Proud Men 


Routine fatber-and-son conflicts are given conviction 
by a strong cast led by Chariton Heston and Peter 
Strauss in this made-for-cable western. 


730 Documentary — ProGies Of The MusRm World 


730 Home Improvement 


Saturday, Fab. 25 


8:15 Road To Avmdea 


1260 Feature F3m — Mod Witness 


730 Documentary — Ramadan In The World 


Starring: Victoria Principal & Paul Le Mat 


7:45 You Bel Your Life 


8:10 Movies, Games And Videos 


A blind lady becomes the only witness of Mr-. 
husband’s death after he got killed by two armed 
burglars. 


9:15 The Cape Mef 


Wodstmsday, March T 


Before be begins his search for the legendary 
Hercules Fiek , Sbct, however, must first dear with 
the name of James Kerwin, bis former captor at 
Deadwood Camp who has been conitmaitiaBed by 
the British war office. 


730 Documentary — Ramadan In The World 


7:45 Health Documentary — Get To Know Your Body' 


860 Charlie Chaplin 


10:00 News In English 


830 Law And Order 


1030 Feature FBm — Another Pair Of Aces: Three 
Of Kind 


Starring: Willie Nelson & Kris Kristofferson 


930 The DweBing Place 
9:10 Documentary — The Nature Of Tbhtgk 


Captain Jack Parsons, a gruff Texas ranger is accused 
of kilting a recently released convict and a sheriff’s 


deputy in an ensuing shoot-out. Now , be is the object 
of a deadly manhunt. 


1060 News In Engffch 

1030 Documentary — * Watergate 
10:00 News In gnj ft* 


1260 Stay The Night 


1030 Snowy River 
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stag* in G.B. Shaw* 


Van 


By HHlel Itatie 

The Associated Pre, 

NEW YORK — In 
often transitory woric 
theatre , stars try to m 
dressing rooms feel 
home. 

Yul Brynner bad 
room decorated in she 
°f brown when he stai 
years ago in The k 
And I. por her more 
cent run in Death j 
The Maiden, Glenn C 
installed a couch with i 
31 prints, and enjo 
serving tea. 

Eut Home is a m 
*nous affair for Van. 
Kedgrave, who for 
Pttt iew months has s 
r fr. ^-Broadway in 
oc/mmed production 
fa And Virginia. 
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Sophie Marceau — woman of the day 


Bertrand Tavernier *s latest 
film, an imaginary sequ ei to 
The Three Musketeers 9 adven- 
tures by Alexander Dumas, “Le 
FiUe Be D’Artagnan” (D’Artag- 
nan 9 s Daughter) was made for 
Sophie Marceau. In it, she can 
give the full measure of her 
talents as an actress and 
appear at once popular, gener- 
ous and fun of life. Portrait of 
an actress in top shape 


By Anne Rapid 

Sophie Marceau was a 
natural for the part of tbe 
fearless daughter of one of 
France *s most popular 
mythical heroes. 

Tbe French actress has 
come to represent France 
abroad as well as in her 
compatriots’ minds. She 
has been dreaming of a 
role like tins one — of 
which there are too few in 
French popular fiction — 


and she makes a convinc- 
ing and touching daughter 
of d’Artaguan. 

For the movie , she bad 
to learn bow to ride a 
horse, tight with a sword 
and insisted on doing her 
own stunts, no matter bow 
dangerous. Just as Jean 
Marais or Gfrard Philrpe 
in tbe past, Sophie Mar- 
ceau f s swashbuckling en- 
thusiasm is catching. 

Tbe plot: In order to 
avenge her adoptive 



Ob stage in GJB. 'Stair’s PygmaBon 


mother’s murder and foil a 
plot against King Louis 
XTV — a plot that she 
might have invented her- 
self but that proves to be 
true — she draws her 
father , played by Philippe 
Noiret, as well as bis for- 
mer companions , out of 
their retirement torpor. 
Sbc plunges them into a 
series of adventures, both 
funny and sad. with fre- 
quent allusions to tbe old- 
er cloak and dagger 
movies on tbe S3me 
theme. 

Amazingly similar 

Spirited, daring and 
avid for justice, with a lust 
for life, Eloise, the 
movie’s character, looks 
in more ways than one just 
like Sophie Marceau. 
Sophie became a star 
when she was 13 and her 
fame reached all of 
Europe and even Japan 
with the movie La Bourn, 
(1980). But after La Bourn 
n (1982) she did not hesi- 
tate to put a stop to the 
series, that could have 
gone on indefinitely , 
creating an inescapable 
image of a very serious 
child from a bourgeois 
family, which had nothing 
to do with reality. In real 
life she comes from a 
modest, suburban' home. 

She chose to take risks 
very early in her career , 
doing L’amour Braque 
(1984) under the direction 
of Andrzej Zuiawski. re- 
nowned for his destructive 
attitude towards actors. In 
Maurice Pialat’s Sim she 
plays a prostitute opposite 
Gfrard Depardieu. In 
Police (1985) or in De- 
scente Aux Enfers (1986) 
by Francis Girod , she 
plays the part of an ambi- 
guous young woman 
whose sole preoccupation 
is to make life bell for her 
husband, played by 
Claude Brasseur. 

She can give See rein to 
her idealistic and frus- 
trated feelings in Philippe 
de Broca’s epic Les 



Sophie Mm reemn is prepared for the role 


Cbouans (1987) and two 
more Zuiawski movies: 
Mes Nuits Sod: Plus Bel- 
les Que Vos Jours (1988) 
with Jacques Dutrone and 
La Note Bleue (1990) in 
which her portrayal of 
George Sand's daughter, 
crushed by her mother’s 
strong personality and 
jealous of her successes, 
was hailed by tbe critics. 

But from time to time, 
her image as just another 
accessible girl next door, 
has led her to play parts 
that, as was the case of 
L’Etudiante (1988) or 
Padtic Palisades (1989), 
were too superficial and 
certainly did not contri- 
bute much to her career. 

This may be the reason 
why she has turned to the 
stage for parts that would 
demand tbe best of her. 
While sometimes shun- 


ning her, the critics bailed 
her first theatre part in 
Anouilh ‘s Eurydicc for 
which she received the 
Molierc Award for new 
talents in 1991. She was 
again successful in 1995. 
with G.B. Shaw's Pygma- 
lion, with Lambert Wil- 
son. 

Very professional and 
constantly smiling, she 
granted dozens of inter- 
views before the August 
premiere of La Fills Ds 
D'Artagnan, in which she 
appeared as a 27-year-oid 
woman , at the top of her 
form and finally ready to 
be herself. For the past 
year or two, she has been 
giving her own opinion , 
sometimes annoyingly so. 
on a variety of subjects 
having nothing to do with 
her profession , such as 
politics. 


Her newly found seren- 
ity stems from tbe fact that 
she has decided on what 
she wanted to do in life: 
be in the modes. She 
came to the modes almost 
by accident, for pocket 
money, her real ambition 
being to acquire culture 
and know “the right words 
:o say dungs. ” 

Self-educated, Sophie 
Marceau has grown 
through her reading and 
meeting with people who 
gave her the keys to good 
literature, art in general 
and painting, of which she 
is now an adept. 

This personal quest for 
culture is illustrated by a 
strong desire to learn, an 
unquenchable curiosity, a 
taste ror work and the 
need to find an artistic 
exutory, the modes being 
just one revealing “work 



SbphieJKutaaii talces a break during 
tfiw shooting of Ta Ffl?« Pc EyArtagaan’ 


on oneself. ” At once in- 
stinctive and introspec- 
tive. she constantly asks 
questions during the 
shooting, like the reasons 
behind such or such a 
scene or the character’s 
psychology. 

Clear- minded. Sophie 
Marceau is hilly conscious 
of the frailty of success. 
Last August ” she told the 


magazine Premiere: ‘No- 
thing is permanent... Just 
work and willpower. " De- 
manding, sincere, with a 
will to building a sensible 
career, Sophie Marceau 
had long keen searching 
for herself and may have 
succeeded in La nlle De 
A’Anagr.an. At leas: mat 
is the impression one is 
left after seeing the mode 
— Label France. 



Bertrand Tavernier and his star 
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At ‘Home* with 
Vanessa Redgrave 


By HUIel Italie 

• The Associated Press 

; NEW YORK — In the 
: often transitory world of 
theatre, stars try to make 
dressing rooms feel like 
home. 

Yul Brynner had his 
room decorated in shades 

■ of brown when he starred 
years ago in Tbe King 
And I. For her more re- 
cent run in Death And 
The Maiden, Glenn Close 
installed a couch with flor- 
al prints, and enjoyed 
serving tea. 

But Home is a more 
serious affair for Vanessa 
Redgrave , who for the 
past few months has star- 
. red off-Broadway in the 
acclaimed production of 
Vita And Virginia. 

You will find no renova- 
tions in this long, narrow' 

' dressing room at Manhat- 
tan’s Union Square 
Theatre. The waits and 
counter tops are a shiny, 
anonymous white. Instead 
of sofas, there are metal 
. chairs. Instead of freshly 
brewed tea, there’s take- 

• out cappuccino in a paper 
: cup. 

While the actress has set 
\ up an array of family pic- 

• tares and letters of sup- 
port, her touch is most 

1 visible here in the books 
: that fill a narrow white 
! shelf above her mirror: 

! ChekhQv and Virginia 
\ Woolf, Shakespeare and 
i Ariel Dorfman, a volume 
! of writings by Karl Marx. 

Interviewing Redgrave 
; requires more work than 
; interviews with other per- 
; formers: Brush up on the 
, classics and economic 
' theory. Read Stanislavs - 

■ ky’s An Actor Prepares 
and anything you can find 
on tbe war in Bosnia. 

“ You see ah the inter- 
connections between the 
fields of culture, educa- 
tion, social conditions and 
political conditions , " Red- 
grave said as she thumbed 
through a notebook of 


materials about a benefit 
she was helping to orga- 
nise for the children of 
Sarajevo. 

On a chilly winter’s 
afternoon, tbe 58-year-old 
Redgrave is dressed in 
black pants and a black, 
cheniUe sweater-blouse. 
She is tall and slender, 
swaying gracefully as she 
stands and waits to be 
photographed and easily 
folding into a small chair 
as she begins talking. 

With showtime still 
hours away, the actress 
wears no makeup. Her 
ruddy skin is marked by 
wrinkles and tiny red 
veins. Her voice is deep 
and dramatic, resonant of 
both the stage and nico- 
tine. Her eyes are a 
bright, youthful blue , 
although, at times, they 
seem more focused on 
what she says than on tbe 
reporter to whom she’s 
speaking. 

The great mystery ab- 
out Redgrave today is 
where she will go with a 
question. A discussion ab- 
out personal regrets re- 
minds her of the 1938 
Munich pact with the 
Nazis. Tbe subject of 
marital problems with her 
first husband, the late 
rffrector Tony Richardson, 
is resolved with an ex- 
planation of method 
acting. 

“It gives you an under- 
standing of building and 
creating said Redgrave, 
whose marriage to 
Richardson collapsed in 
the mid-1960s after his 
affair with actress Jeanne 
Moreau. 

“It’s quite natural to be 
infatuated if you admire 
someone ’s work. . ..Any 
man who didn’t love Jean- 
ne Moreau would have to 
be blind and deaf. How 
could one think, ‘my hus- 
band mustn't. * Jr would be 
ridiculous. I, of the same 
feminine gender, have the 
same admiration and awe 


and respect. ” 

Perhaps the most 
famous member of one of 
England's great acting 
dynasties, Redgrave cur- 
rently is supporting a 
number of family tradi- 
tions. 

One, of course, is tbe 
stage. Another is politics. 
(Her father, tbe late Sir 
Michael Redgrave, was in- 
volved wi th left - wing 
causes during the 1930s 
and ’40s). 

Still another is 
memoirs. Her parents 
both wrote them. So did 
sister Lynn Redgrave, 
who concluded her book 
with recipes for everything 
from soda bread to 

Lynn’s Lemon Sylla- 
bub.” 

But the recently pub- 
lished Vanessa Redgrave: 
An Autobiography is rare- 
ly so chipper. You won’t 
find instructions for pasta 
or “Vanessa’s Vinaigret- 
te. ” But you will find 
copies of a letter protest- 
ing travel restrictions on 
Mikhail Gorbachev and a 
paid advertisement con- 
cerning her opposition to 
the Gulf war. 

Redgrave's autobiogra- 
phy is short on gossip and 
personalities, which she 
said may go into another 
book. Instead , she writes 
exrensrVeJy about natural 
child birth , tbe method , 
die Workers’ Revolution- 
ary Party , the Palestinian 
Liberation Organisation 
and Sarajevo. 

For years, Redgrave 
wouldn’t discuss politics 
with tbe media, sa ving she 
didn’t think her remarks 
were being properly re- 
ported. That has changed 
because she believes the 
book provides a perma- 
nent record of her opin- 
ions. 

Acting and “ real life,” 
she observes in her 
memoir, are not separate 
worlds. 

“(My) awareness of all 



Vanessa Redgrave 


the life around me. politic- 
al, personal, natural, or 
fheatricai... (has) been 
doubly increased since be- 
coming more aware and 
involved with the present 
political situation,” she 
observed in a letter to her 
father in tbe early '60s. 

The daring of Red- 
grave’s politics matches 
that of her work on the 
stage and screen. Her 
causes have included strik- 
ing miners in Britain, the 
Cuban Revolution . 
Palestinian statehood. 
Some never have forgiven 
her for her reference to 
“ Zionist hoodlums” in her 
acceptance speech when 
she won an Academy 
Award for Julia. 

“J wouldn’t have been 
thinking about hoodlums 
in any case, which was the 
Jewish Defence League, if 
they hadn’t been offering 
money for people to kill 
me, if therf hadn’t been 
sharpshooters around 
trying to stop such a thing 
from happening said 
Redgrave . who won tbe 
Oscar in 1978. 

But if you look at the 
words 1 actually said, you 
can see I made' a pledge. 1 
pledged I would follow the 
example of Jews (“to fight 
against anti-Semitism and 
fascism”), both in my 
work and in politics. 

“If you take what I have 
done , it adds up to what I 
have said I would try to 
do,” she said. “Maybe it’s 
not enough, maybe it's 
very small, but it does add 
up. 1 do believe if you 
make a pledge you must 
stay with that pledge to 
the end of your life.” 


China film duo Zhang 
Yimou, Cong Li split 


By Andrew Browne 

Reuter 

SHANGHAI — The gla- 
mour couple of tbe 
Chinese film world — 
director Zhang Yimou 
and the actress Gong Li — 
have split up, ending a 
collaboration that pro- 
duced a string of award- 
winning movies, including 
Raise Tbe Reid Lantern 
and Red Sorghum, Den's 
reports said. 

Zhang and Gong were 
lovers, famous in China as 
much for their off-screen 
romance as for their con- 
troversial pictures that 
swept him prizes in the 
West. 

Now Gong , tbe nearest 
thing China has to a Hol- 
lywood superstar, is 
romantically linked with 
the China-based manager 
of a foreign company and 
has walked out on Zhang . 
the Wen Hui newspaper 
said, without giving 
names. 

“ The love affair be- 
tween China "s cinematic 
golden couple is over, ” 
the Wen Hui reported. 

“Yes. we’ve spiir up,” 
Zhang was quoted as 
saying in an interview with 
the Xinmin Evening 
News. “/ respect her 
choice. From the bottom 
of my heart I hope she has 
a happy life and success in 
her work.” 

Neither Zhang nor 
Gong were available for 
comment. 

The rift came to a head 
during the making of 
Zhang's latest Sim, set in 
Shanghai in tbe roaring 
1930s, starring Gong in 
the role of a gangster’s girl 
struggling through life as a 
nightclub jazz singer, the 
Wen Hui daily said. 

Gong was often late on 
set, took days off and 
lacked conviction, it re- 
ported. 

Based on Interviews 
with Zhang and members 
of his inner circle, the 


newspapers suggested tbe 
Shanghai Sim. now almost 
completed, would be his 
last with Gong. 

That would be a major 
loss for the movie industry 
both in China and over- 
seas, where Zhang and 
Gong are among only a 
handful of recognised 
Chinese movie celebrities. 
Their latest collaboration. 
To Live, garnered yet 
more prizes for the couple 
at last year’s Cannes Film 
Festival. 

The glamorous Gong 
often played tragic women 
in Zhang’s movies . captur- 
ing the director's bitter- 
sweet feelings towards 
China — die emotion that 
energises his best work. 
She bad the star-quality 
that guaranteed his 
mo\ies commercial suc- 
cess. 

Now both their futures 
appear uncertain. 

Zhang ’s career is 
already threatened: Com- 
munist authorities have 
banned him from working 
with overseas film com- 
panies and accepting fore- 
ign financing. 7 hat was bis 
punishment for showing 
To Live at Cannes without 
clearance from Chinese 


censors. 

Although Gong is now* 
working on a movie with 
another of China's cele- 
brated “fifth generation” 
of film directors, Chen 
Kajge, many Chinese have 
speculated that without 
Zhang her talents will 
wither. 

“She's not a hard- 
working sort, but she is 
quite instinctual, and 
often picks things up jus : 
like that, ” Zhang told the 
Wen Hui daily. “If she's 
prepared to work hard... 
she will be able to produce 
good work.” 

In a recent interview 
with Reuters in Shanghai. 
Zhang hinted at the 
break-up. “It can’t go on 
forever.” he said of his 
eight-year working rela- 
tionship with Gong. 

He talked of personal 
unhappiness, complaining 
he was lonely and his lire 
had become dull. He said 
he was planning to build a 
house in Beijing where he 
and members of his crew 
could live and work 
together. 

Zhang and Gong have 
rarely been out of the 
Chinese newspaper gossip 
columns since the brilliant 


young director abandoned 
his wife for his leading 
lady. Zhang's wife created 
a sensation at the time 
with a kiss-and-tell story 
published in the national 
media. 

They were an oddly- 
matched couple. 

While Zhang was 
methodical and obsessive, 
Gong was mercurial. She 
enjoyed travel he liked to 
stay in China. Her sultry 
beauty drew the papparaz- 
zi he always seemed ill at 
ease in public. 

Gong's city-girl sophis- 
tication contrasted with 
her partner's peasant 
ways. Zhang sports a 
crew-cut and in winter bun- 
dles up in a green army 
greatcoat. 

Nevertheless, the che- 
mistry berween them cre- 
ated some of the greatest 
Chinese films. 

The Wen Hui reported 
that Zhang is devastated 
by the split, “ft’s been too 
cruel,” it said. 

“ Everybody who knows 
Zhang Yimou says he’s a 
tough guy. But if there's 
one person that gets to 
him. its Gong Li,” the 
paper, said. " He 7/ sur- 
vive. though.” 
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Researchers near genetic tests for Ieukemia 9 breast and kidney cancer 


By ftmf Reccr 

• The Associated Press 

! WASHINGTON - Re- 
searchers probing the 
genetic mutations that 

■ mate some people more 
; susceptible than others to 

■ cancer have isolated sped- 

■ Sc gene flaws for leukemia 
' end for breast and kidney 
’■cancer. 

Studies published in the 
. Journal of the American 
[Medic a/ Association re- 
port scientists have moved 
.closer to being able to 
; identify at a very early age 
patients with specific in- 
herited genes that might 
has 10 cancer. 

The discoveries could 
lead io laboratory blood 
tests that wouid enable 
patients to be counseled 


on their cancer liability 
and help clinicians make 
decisions about early 
treatment or about proce- 
dures that could prevent 
the disease , experts said at 
a news conference. 

Among findings: 

Researchers at nine 
centres who are studying 
the DNA of the gene 
BRCA1, which increases 
susceptibility to breast and 
ovarian cancer , have 
found 57 mutations re- 
lated to the disease. 

Mark H. Skolnick of the 
University of Utah School 
of Medidnc said that the 
BRCA1 gene may have as 
many as 200 mutations 
that lead to the cancers. 

“The gene is very large , 
and these mutations are 
spread across the whole 


gene,” he said. ‘‘There is 
no clustering. ” 

Of the 57 mutations , 
Dr. Skolnick said only 
three seem to be common. 

The mutations were 
found in about 7 per cent 
of 1,086 breast and ova- 
rian cancer patients tested 
at U.S. and British labor- 
atories. 

Dr. Skolnick said that 
once all mutations have 
been identified, perhaps 
in two years, researchers 
will determine which of 
these genetic flaws can 
lead to cancer and which 
are neutral. 

Then, he said, resear- 
chers will be able to de- 
velop tests that identify 
patients with a high risk of 
breast or ovarian cancer. 

Dr. Skolnick said the 


test wouid be useful only 
for those women who 
have close relatives — 
mothers or sisters — iden- 
* tiffed as having a BRCA1 
mutation. Women who 
have such relatives but 
who do not inherit the 
BRCAJ mutation would 
have a breast or ovarian 
cancer risk no greater than 
the general population, be 


Researchers studying 
the ALL1 gene, linked to 
development of certain 
kinds of leukemia, have 
found an unusual fusion of 
identical parts of the gene 
in some patients. 

Dr. Steven A. Schich- 
man of Thomas Jefferson 
University in Philadelphia 
said that in some adult 
patients with acute leoke- 


Acne can be treated 


By J9r. Q/aasmm Rmshatehrt 

J.cnc or pimples is a skin problem that is not 
restricted rc teenagers, since 95 per cent of adults 
c!f j.'jo some form of acne, at one time or the other 

:.t iives. 

. 1 :re may range in severity from simple black or 
vfitebcxds, to the distressing cysts or scars. 

i basic questions relevant to acne are: What is 
1r7 ten to treat it? And how to treat it? 

Acne is a disease of the sebaceous glands. The 
glands secrete a fatty material and open r directly in 
:h.c hair follicles through a small pore. When the 
pores are clogged by debris and secretions, some- 
times under hormonal changes, the bacterial popula- 
tion inside the glands increases, working on the fatty 
material there and breaking it into irritant substances 
that initiate and inflamatory reaction. 

The early stage of blockage is what is known as 
blackhead (because of its contents of meiainin , the 
substance responsible for tanning of the skin. They 
are not dirtf), or whiteheads which are the time 
bombs of acne , as they are responsible for the 
changes to pimples end other inflammatory stages of 
acne. 

When to treat acne? One simple answer, which 
also applies for any other disease, is “ the sooner the 
better. ” Any delay in treatment , or long waiting to 
"outgrow” the disease, is meaningless, and may end 
with skin and psychological scars. 

There are certain facts about acne that everyone 
should know: 

Acne is not a disease of dirtiness; 

Chocolates do not cause acne; 

Squeezing and popping of pimples, evacuates small 
amount of the comedones contents to the outside, 
while most of the contents are evaucated inside; 

Whiteheads and not blackheads are the main 
problem in development of acne; 


Acne can still affect people in their thirties or 
forties; 

Acne may get worst one week before menstruc- 
tion, and during mental stress. 

So what can one do to treat acne? 

— Wash your face at least twice a day to reduce the 
fatty materia] that may Mock tire pores. Do not 
overscrub. 

— Use oil-free cosmetics if needed. 

— Do not squeeze pimples. 

— Use soaps with smphur or benzoyl peroxide. If 
dryness of skin occurs, reduce frequency of washing 
with soaps, use oil-free moistuizers. 

Normally treat acne in three stages : 

— Stage one: Treatment with peeling agents such 
as salicylic add, sulphur, benzoyl peroxide, vitamin 
A. Add reduces chances of having full blown pimples 
and its complications. 

— Stage Two: In this stage pimples predominate , 
and treatment concentrates on reducing inflamma- 
tory changes , by using topical and/or oral antibiotics. 
In severe cases a Vitamin A derivative is given orally 
under strict supervision of a dermatologist. 

— Stage Three: involves treatment of ail complica- 
tions of acne as scars, pigmentations etc. ■ Chemical 
peeling (using alpha hydroxy adds), dermabrasion 
(\ shaving upper layers of skin by metallic brush), 
injection of collagen in skin (to elevate depressed 
scars), and injection of cortisone inside the skin (to 
reduce elevated scars). 

The end result of treatment depends largely, on 
positive cooperation of the dermatologist and the 
patient to achieve the best cosmetic clearance of 
aerie. - ' • ?■■■ -k. : " : 

, ••*.■... . i* 

The writer is an Amman-based^arnsnltantder- 
matologist who contributed the above article to 
the Weekender. 
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1. Belligerent tKnipr ir* forewarned by frudnothen “Do 
not enter a battle of wita only half armed. - 

S. Advice to father*; If joor adoIcKent mb waaLa to loam to 
drive, don’t you stand in hi* way. 

S. Dutiful girl crocheted an ofghan for her cold Afghan 
hound. 

4. Compoier wanted to find freeh idea for aria in his new 
comic opera. 

CRYPTOGRAMS- . 

I.KDJQQF ACC* LQTD LYCDJL A B D QF-rf BS A Q 

KCBXQL BX WBXTZ STIJ TL 1TIJ 
YAJJDZJTNJD WDBJXM DCCQL A J D CZ. 

— By Bari Ireland 

2.IIOT5E YBTIA XYYZ WQCKOTBC T WUXQWUV 
IIOTQN BVX KBNYACXVIQXC TC VU IQDVAOB 
QDIQACC VqC CAUTZ HOTS EL’. — By Rita Salvcto 

3. AMI YKYEZL'K OSTSRC RB TELLITT BRJ# 
IPISSLUC DREAM ST AB PI U FUZZY ZUDIN 
KN 1‘llfTRI TAUN. — By Ed HuddlHao 

I r> E K H i t I Df.VT OTCNC GAL B i ALNTC ■ -BF.I 
CO FI CEGZ FC ZEN DTTDICN IS RFSN? 
HF.NTN UTN I KN I'CH.V CAL DJIHFSC? - 
’ >• — By Dmaa K. MeGoor 


mia, researchers found 
that regions of the gene 
actually were duplicated, 
an abnormality he called 
“ self-fusion .” 

Just how this 
or how it causes 
is unknown, but the re- 
searcher said the defect is 
present in patients with a 
particularly poor prog- 
nosis and high risks of 
relapse. 


The fused defect occurs 
at some point in develop- 
ment of the bone marrow 
cell and causes it to grow 
without normal controls, 
he said. . 

By rinding foe defect, 
Sduchman said, resear- 
chers now may be able to 
develop a test to identify 
patients bearing die gene- 
tic Saw, wbkh could help 
to guide treatment. 


Researchers at the. 
National Cancer Institute 
have identified a gene that 
nay lead to early diagno- 
sis and treatment of an 
often lethal form of kid- 
ney cancer . 

Dr. W. Marston Line- 
han said the NCI scientists 
have found the gene for 
Von Hippci-Lindan : dis- 
ease, or VHL, an inher- 
ited condition that leads to 


kidney cancer. 

He said tlx VHL perns 
mutation was found m 85 
of 114 ffnahes where kid- 
ney cancer was an inher- 
ited disorder. 

Ifs hoped, he said, that 
a test can be developed to 
identify patients with 
VHL and, thus, lead to 
early diagnosis of tidney 
cancer. 


For two years, woman believed 
she carried AIDS virus 


By Dan Sewell 

The Associated Press 

WAYCROSS, Georgia — For two years, the AIDS 
virus ruled Vemelle Lowder's life, dominating her 
waking thoughts, haunting her restless dreams. 

She was overwhelmed by fear, depression, anger 
and despair. She encountered prejudice worse than 
any racism she ever experienced, and panicked at the 
onset of the slightest arid. 

As it turns out, she never bad the virus. 

Sitting formally an the sofa in her tidy living room, 
Ms. Lowder, now 50, haltingly described 24 months 
spent under what rim thought was a death sentence. 

In 1980, she bad received a blood transfusion 
during surgery at a hospital in this south Georgia dty. 
During a checkup for a thyroid problem a decade 
later at a dink zn Florida, her blood was tested. 

On Nov. 13, 1990, her telephone rang. 

“They said ‘Ms. Lowder, you need to come down 
to the dink.* I cleaned up and I went down (here, 
and they told me I had AIDS. They said they didn't 
know how much longer I have to live. 

“I got in the car and I drove " she recalled. 
“Driving at a speed very high. I drove to my mother’s 
job. ...I busted in screaming and hollering." 

Her mother tried to calm her, and drove her home. 

Then came breaking the news to her three teenage 
sons, her sole responsibility after her divorce and foe 
subsequent death of their father. 

“I told them Fm going to die — Fve got the AIDS 
virus. The oldest one just looked at me. The 
youngest one didn’t say anything. The second one 
usually does the talking. He said, ‘we still love you — 
just don’t tell anybody.”* 

From that night on, for die next two years, she 
lived with the teIM.foat she. carried HIV , the virus 
that , causes. AJDS,^ disease made ail' the more 
termyihg Gy her omt lack of tmderstandiiig a nd by ‘ 
the attitudes of those around her. 

The mother of one of her children’s friends had 
died from AIDS, and that friend had been taunted 
and ostracised. Ms. Lowder also knew the family of 
another AIDS sufferer whose children couldn’t play 
with the neighbours’ kids after word got out. 

“ They don’t want that to happen , ” she recalled of 
her own children. 

“I told them I was scared. Real scared.” 

But that night, she became angry, too. 

**I started thinking about my kids. Who’s going to 
take care of tifom the way I do? How long before I 
dk? Why am I going to dk?” 

Immediately, she and her mother instituted what 
they considered safeguards against her infecting any 
relatives. Ms. Lowder used separate dishes ami 
glasses, scrubbed after each use with bleach. She 
wouldn’t let her sons kiss or hug her. 

She kept the television on continually in a usually 
unsuccessful effort to block out her thoughts. 

The nights were the worst 


u rd go to bed every night, thinking about dying. 
What colour do you want foe casket to be? What 
dress do you want to be buried in? How are your kids 
going to take it? How win people treat them? I was 
afraid to go to sleep. ” 

Bat scraps of encouragement nourished her in the 
weeks that followed. 

A follow-up visit found her T-ceU count, the white 
blood celts crucial to fighting infections, at a healthily 
high level. She joined a counselling group and 
learned about foe virns, including that it was all right 
to bug and loss her children. 

Listening to other AIDS patients, she felt thankful 
that at least her family had stood by her. Others told 
of being abandoned by husbands, kicked out by 
parents, shunned by other relatives. 

She so needed the comfort of the group, since the 
outside world offered tittle. . 

A nurse complained in front of Ms. Lowder about 
having to treat AIDS patients, and she walked into a 
church bathroom and overheard a conversation 
about her condition. A friend she had confided in 
betrayed her secret. 

Soon, even her church no longer offered sanctu- 
ary. 

“I would sit down at the end of the pew, sitting 
there by myself. Nobody else would sit in that row,” 
she said. 

She remembers a church elder delivering a stinging 
talk about AIDS as a punishment for fornication and 
other sins. 

“It was a very hurtful place, ” recalled Ms. Lowder, 
who said the transfusion was her only risk factor for 
AIDS ; - 

She arranged to have legal custody of her children 
transferred to her mother. Alone, she moved back to 
her hometown of Waycwss from Miami, where she 
bad lived off-andron much of ‘.the *805, to await her 
own deterioration. She planned suicide. ■ 

But when she joined a bos pice group, counsellors 
heard her story and suggested she be re-tested. 

Finally, in November 1992 , nearly two years to the 
day she was told she was HIV-positive, another call 
came. She was. told a tari would! pick her up, and then 
was greeted at the clink with these words: “Guess 
what? Your HIV test came out negative”. 

“I just couldn’t believe it,” she said. And then, 
after a long pause, she added quietly, “I sat down 
and prayed for a whUc.” 

Assured the results had been doublechecked, she 
began calling her family. But the joy and relief soon 
turned to anger. 

Less than a year later, Ms. Lowder sued the 
Florida Department of Health and Rehabilitative 
Services — foe agency that performed the test — and 
the dime and doctor who treated her. 

In September 1994, a jury awarded her $600,000 
for pain and suffering, but cleared the clinic and said 


the bulk must be 
Kirkpatrick paid 


by the agency. Dr. Homer 
',000. 


The ins and outs 
of AIDS testing 


The Associated Press 

The attorney for a woman who wrongfy believed for 
two years that she carried the AIDS virus says her 
case demonstrates the need for attention to the 
problem of inaccurate 
shattering impact 

“I don't think it’s unusual at ati,*’ Miami attorney 
Steve MHchd saUL “Since we got the veriBot, Fve 
been contacted by dozens and dozens of people who 
have had inaccnrate test results. ” 

A Florida jury last September awarded $608,000 in 
damages to VeraeBe Lowder, who teamed she was 
HIV-negative only affer being re-tested. Mr. Mtichel 


lab resolis, which he deems a particular problem with 
AIDS testing because the training Is to move the 


virus . 

While AIDS tests are considered rdiabte, exp er ts 
caution that there are possibilities tor human error, 
fmm mbdah e lti ag specimens to misreading the tests. 

They also warn that false negative results also me 
posribte from error or because of a “window" period 
in foe first weeks affcer infection. 

Dr. Charles Scbable, chief of the diagnostic serokh 
gy section of the Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) m Atlanta, said the CDC the 
Association of State and Ter ritor ial Pubtic Health 
Laboratory directors recommend that aB pattents 
wito positive IBV results after one test be re-tested as 
a~ precaution. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

2. British Aerospace Corporation and Aerospatiale, a 
French company. 

2. Sir William Herschel. 

3. Jidda Krishna m urth L - — 

4. Mao Tze Tong. 

5. a) Writing for several solo instruments to be played 
together. 

b) A Oat-topped hill. 

Id. The tendency to think that one’s group or race is 
superior to the others. 

1 7. The Beaufort Scale. 
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‘I should be 
so lucky..’ 


Can you really bring good 
fortune your way by positive 
thinking? Emma Cook reports. 


IN THE introduction to 
The Education of a Poker 
Player, AI Alvarez ex- 
plains: “To bet on horses, 
dogs, or raindrops sliding 
down the vrindowpane is, at 
best, a romantic weakness. 
You have to believe in your 
luck, in your special rela- 
tionship with fate, in the 
possibility that you are 
somehow chosen and bles- 
sed." 

Can you really influence 
your fate by believing 
strongly enough in you own 
good fortune? Jean, 52, be- 
lieves so. “I’ve always been 
a lucky person," she says 
confidently. "I feel special, 
as if someone up there 
favours me." In January 


she won £300 on the 
National Lottery. Three 
weeks ago she had a full 
house at her bingo club and 
walked out with £450. Last 
Wednesday she came away 
with another £200. 

Jean believes she can 
control her luck: She always 
sits in the same place and 
keeps an old penny in her 
pocket to rub over the cards 
before the game begins. 
“When I changed seats af- 
ter my first win. I lost. I 
went back to my old posi- 
tion and won again, so I’m 
not taking any more 
chances.” 

It would be easy to dis- 
miss Jean’s run of wins as 
coincidence. But there is 


growing scientific support 
for her notion that feeling 
lucky may contribute to her 
gambling success. Richard 
Wiseman, senior lecturer in 
psychology at Hertfordshire 
University, has just 
embarked on a two-year 
research programme ex- 
amining people’s beliefs ab- 
out luck, how it affects their 
life and whether it is possi- 
ble to create one's own. 

Camelot, the consortium 
running the National Lot- 
tery, is taking a keen In- 
terest. Having put a brave 
public face on the fact that 
millions more people than 
expected have been win- 
ning small amounts on the 
lottery, it has begun to look 
closely at how often the 
average punter might feel 
lucky and whether that has 
any bearing on the number 
of times he or she picks 
winning numbers. 

Dr. Wiseman and his 
team are interviewing 
volunteers and asking them 
questions such as: Do they 
see themselves as born 
lucky, do they believe their 
luck changes from day to 
day, and is it a skill they feel 
they can control? These 
views will be combined with 
experimental tests based 
entirely on chance — a 


Computerised min-flicking 
exercise and a guessing 
game based on choosing 
which of four posable pic- 
tures is in an envelope — to 
see if there is a significant 
link between thought and 
action. 

Already some patterns 
are beginning to emerge. 
Dr. Wiseman believe there 
is a link between supposed 
luck and one’s general out- 
look mi life. People who 
tend to be outgoing and 
extrovert are, he says, more 
able to create “lucky” 
opportunities for them- 
selves. Conversely, those 
who believe they attract 
misfortune tend to have a 
less sunny outlook. 

Depending on the out- 
come of the research, the 
team may be able to point 
to certain kinds of be- 
haviour that characterise a 
“lucky person.” This may 
mean, ultimately, a set of 
rules to enable even the 
unluckiest punters to man- 
ipulate fate favourably. 
“One of the end points of 
the project is to develop a 
set of lifestyle changes," he 
says. “We might be able to 
say ‘Try looking at the 
world this way* or pinpoint 
certain things to do." 

In the orante surround- 


ings of Tooling’s Gala 
bingo hall in South London, 
I decide to test if it is 
-possible to attract good luck 
by feeling lucky. I cannot 
remember winning any- 
thing in my life*, during a 
one-off visit to a point-to- 
point meeting the horse I bet 
on broke its leg and had to 
be shot two yards from the 
finishing line. 

The National Lottery has 
been similarly disastrous. 
Since its launch last Novem- 
ber. I have filled in one 
ticket every week and have 
yet to achieve more than 
two correct numbers. The 
Hertfordshire psychology 
team might say my negative 
outlook is clouding any 
chance of success. 

Surely that is something I 
can change. It’s Wednesday 
evening at the Gala and the 
place is packed out, mostly 
with women — who consti- 
tute 80 per cent of Britain’s 
bingo-going population — 
all eager to win the new 
national jackpot of £27,000. 
Taking a leaf out of Jean’s 
book, I trust to supersti- 
tion. Wearing a pair of 
favourite old earings (the 
nearest I’ve got to a mas- 
cot), I sit down on the ninth 
(my supposed lucky num- 


ber) row from the bade . Mjr - 
nd^bonr. deep in ' concen- 
tration, looks up trium- 
phantly. She. is one number 
short of a fall house. 

I smile positively at her 
and try to exude optimism. 
Someone in the audience 
yells “full house" and we 
start on the next sheet. She 
looks disappointed. 
“You’ve either got it or yOu 
haven't,'- -she says. *Tve 
never been lucky.” Five 
rows down, bingo - player 
Marcia feels very dif- 
ferently. She clasps a small - 
gold heart in one hand - 
while she crosses off the 
nurabera. In 16 months she 
has won more than £2,000 
— with the help of her 
charm, she daims *Td nev- 
er come here without it.** 

An hour later I have 
managed to achieve two 
complete rows but the full 
bouse eludes me. Rather 
than fall into doomed, self- 
fulfilling-disaster mode, I 
decide to test my luck one 
-more time on the lottery. 
The next morning I 
approach my newsagent to 
buy a ticket, smiling, cheer- 
ful and wearing my earn- 
ings. 

Rationally, I feel these 
precautions will have no 
effect on my chances what- 


soever. Tf^sy- don’t. None 
of my numbers comes up. 
Perhaps I wasn’t believing 
hard enough- 

, Susan Blaekinorc, senior 
’lecturer in psychology at 
'the University of West Eng- 
land, Bristol, says it would 
not have have made the 
blindest bit of difference. 
“Most of the. time we- don't 
.win anything. So-wben we 
do it's tempting to attribute 
it to our own aetjons: Car- 
rying lucky mascots, ccos- . 
sing fingers, ..walking 
'around ladders etc.” But 
although this makes us feel 
more powerful there te no 
proof any of it works.. “It’s 
what we call the illusion of 
control.” 

She explains that our re- 
sponse to hide 'and supersti- 
tion is based very much on 
where wc perceive our 
“focus of control” to be. 
There are two types of per- 
sonalities: ‘internals believe 
that what they do from 
within' themselves is effec- 
tive, whereas ‘externals' 
think that everything out-, 
side is responsible.” - 

In short, those who trust 
to super st i tion tend to look 
elsewhere for guidance and 
meaning rather than relying 


• nn inne r resources. “Its. 00 
accident," adds Dr. Black- 
more, “that more f emales 
believe in the paranormal 
than males. It may have 
something to do with our 
culture, where women 
generally feel they have less 
/control over their lives." 

According to Dr. Wise- 
man, my superficial 
-attempts to miopt a mood 
of optimism and ■ supersti- 
tion would not work in a 
situation where I was trying 
. to influence pure chance. 
“If you were going for a job 
interview, then it would 
make a difference.”. 

Although simply smiling 
and being bubbly isn’t 
necessarily enough, he 
admonishes. “You've got to 
have more sincerity in your 
views about the- world. Its 
more than just glossy be- 
haviour. 

Perhaps it enough to be- 
lieve sincerely I will win 
next Saturday’s lottery. 

As Alvarez writes: 
‘‘Against all the evidence, 
you have to be an optim- 
ist.” It seems there are the 
ones who have all the luck. 
Or at least they think they 
do, which is half the battle 
■won. 


Srour defends House record 


(Continued from page I) 

the speech given by the Mr. Srour affirms that 


IAF member and the li- 
mited debate on it in the 
House. 

So did the conflict be- 
tween the IAF and the in- 
terior minister, Salameh 
H&xmnad, over an incident 
where IAF deputies were 
prevented from visiting the 
Swaqa prison and the 
threat by the Minister of 
Supply Adel Oudah to sue 
Deputy Famz AI Zu’bi 
(Ramtha) required a great 
amount of behind the scene 
work, says Mr. Srour. 

The incident between 
Mr. Qudah and Mr. Zu’bi 
ended with the minister 
apologising to the lawmak- 
er. That was a precedent, 
says Mr. Srour. 

After numerous meet- 
ings with tine IAF, other 
lawmakers and the govern- 
ment, the conflict over 
Swaqa ended with the 


the internal regulations of 
the House provide suffi- 
cient mechanisms for deal- 
ing with such issues. “But 
dialogue is the best way to 
solve any problem, and I 
believe that the problem 
with the deputy is over. We 
are beyond it now.” 

While admitting that the 
session did not produce 
enough in terms of legisla- 
tion, Mr. Srour justifies 
that by pointing to toe 
“many important and cru- 
cial issues with which the 
House has had to deal dur- 
ing die session.’" 

Speaking with the same 
calmness that characterises 
his style of chairing the 
House meetings, Mr. Srour 
points out that among the 
major issues with which the 
House dealt was the Oct. 
26 peace treaty with Israel, 
die vote of confidence in 


formation of a. committee*.;. r : toe government of Sharif 
which issued a statement’ r-.v- Zeid Ben Shaker and the 


asserting the right of law- 
makers to visit the prison, 
where some Islamists con- 
victed of subversion were 
being held. 

In both cases, the House 
protected its role but peo- 
ple knew tittle of the 
tremendous effort that 
went into doing that, says 
Mr. Srour. 

As speaker of the House, 
be says, “my role is to 
protect the House" and 
apply the regulations in a 
way that would guarantee 
each deputy’s right to ex- 
press his/her views on aO 
issues. 

But the House speaker 
also has to prevent any 
member from insulting 
their colleagues or slander- 
ing them. In that regard, 
the controversy over the 
way the House dealt with 
Deputy Toujan Faisal is a 
case m point. 

Many lawmakers have 
protested against the way 
in which Ms. Faisal addres- 
sed the House. Others de- 
manded action against the 
deputy, who antagonised 
most of her colleagues. 


debate over the 1995 
budget law. 

All these issues took up 
most of the House’s time, 
says Mr. Srour. But they 
helped manifest the matur- 
ity of toe House and the 
democratic way in which 
deputies addressed these 
issues, controversial and 
sensitive as they were. 

In the case of the peace 
treaty, Mr. Srour notes the 
“extremely strong" feelings 
that both its opponents ami 
proponents had. But the 
House’s debate was a mea- 
sure of the “high feeling of 
responsibility and respect 
for democracy that de- 
puties have." 

Asked to comment on 
accusations that much of 
the House's time is wasted 
on rhetoric and long 
speeches, Mr. Srour asserts 
that it is the right of de- 
puties to speak on all issues 
raised on the floor. 

But the speaker notes 
that though most deputies 
are members of parliamen- 
tary groups, these blocs are 
not political parties which 
follow strict guidelines and 


party discipline. 

Therefore, he says, de- 
puties exercise their rights 
to address issues raised as 
most of them have different 
opinions on them. But the 
speaker notes that there 
was clear response in the 
session to requests for shor- 
ter speeches and that fewer 
dam ties spoke this time. 

Mr. Srour says that he 
and the House committees 
have agreed that they 
would discuss draft legisla- 
tion daring the recess of the 
House so that these bills 
will be ready for debate 
when the House convenes, 
expectedly in an extraor- 
dinary session in May or 
June. 

“This*wfll be a precedent 
for the House and will lead 
to the completion of work 
on many (baft laws in the 
coming session." 

The speaker promises 
that the Hpuse will.work.to 
solve loristical prqbfcnys 
thafresult from the lade of 
research and other facilities 
in toe House. 

“The lack of such facili- 
ties is a big problem in light 
of toe many issues with 
which tiie House has to 
deal. But effort will be 
made to provide the legisla- 
ture with as much faculties 
as possible, especially that 
it now enjoys financial in- 
dependence.” 

Mr. Srour asserts that 
consolidating tile democra- 
tic process is a major con- 
cern for him. 

“I was firm in protecting 
the democratic dialogue in 
. toe House and the right of 
its members to express 
their views. And I was also 
firm in saving the House's 
time and preventing any 
offences against the House, 
its membexs and its speak- 
er," says Mr. Srour. 

“Parliament is the boose 
of democracy. And by 
saying that, I do not mean 
to say that democracy (foes 
not exist elsewhere. What I 
mean is simply that demo- 
cracy is a way of life that we 
all, especially in the House, 
have to protect." 


France says 5 Americans spied 


(Continued from page 1) 


ing that severaf Americans, 
including diplomats, had 
been asked to leave because 
of “activities incompatible 
with their status in France’s 
— diplomatic jargon for 
espionage. 

The ministries said the re- 
quest had been made con- 
fidentially and was not meant 
to be made public. 

“The French government 
stresses that this matter 
should not pot into question 
the solid and longstanding 
friendship between France 
and the United States," the 
statement said. 

French officials, requesting 
anonymity, said France stop- 
ped short of ordering toe five 
expelled and bad asked the 
United States to withdraw 


them rapidly. They said the 
five, over a period of two to 
three years, had been gather- 
ing information of high- 
technology military products 
and other economic activi- 
ties. 

Officials said two other 
U.S. embassy employees had 
been recalled quietly by 
Washington at an unspecified 
previous date because of 
French spying allegations. 

The U.S. embassy refused 
comment, saying “as a matter 
of policy, we never comment 
on intelligence matters.” 

In Washington, White 
House Press Secretary Mike 
McCuny said, “there is pre- 
cious little I can say at this 
moment. There are some dis- 
cusrions underway privately 


UNRWA regrets ‘leak’ 


(Continued 

General liter Turkman. The 
meeting will include discus- 
sions of UNRWA’s opera- 
tions for the coming five 
years. They will also discuss 
the moving of UNRWA 
headquarters from Vienna to 
Gaza. 

It will be held on March 8 
to 9 at toe Philadelphia Hotel 
and representatives from 
UNRWA host-counrry field 


from page 12) 

offices will attend. 

Regarding the relocation 
of the headquarters from 
Vienna to Gaza, Mr. Saaf 
said: “The headquarters 
should, by the end of this 
year, move to Gaza as de- 
rided b> (U.N.) Secretary 
General' Boutros Ghali, 
although the necessary fund- 
ing for the relocation has not 
yet been secured.” 


with the French govern-" 
,ment.” 

Le Monde quoted an inter- 
nal DST report as saying that 
the five Americans concen- 
trated their “clandestine re- 
search” on economic and 
commercial activities, parti- 
cularly the audiovisual and 
telecommunications sectors. 

France and the United 
States have accused each 
other in the past of conduct- 
ing industrial espionage. 

In the late 1980s, U.S. in- 
telligence agencies accused 
French agents of spying on 
American banks and compu- 
ter firms, searching U.S. 
businessmen’s garbage and 
hotel rooms, and recruiting 
Air France employees to pro- 
vide information about 
Americans. 

Le Monde died three sepa- 
rate incidents in which the 
five Americans allegedly 
sought to pay off informants 
— including ranking French 
civil servants — in exchange 
for information about 
France's position in world 
trade talks and on the state- 
run France Telecom’s struc- 
ture 

The paper said Mrs. Ham- 
man was twice summoned on 
toe issue — once, on Jan. 26, 
to inform her of the French 
findings and again, on Feb. 
10, because Mr. Pasqua frit 
the Americans were dragging 
their feet in moving toe five 
Americans out of France. 


Soviet atomic nightmare 
continues in Ural Mountains 


By Sergei Shargorodsky 

The Associated Press 

MUSLIUMOVO, Russia 
— The shallow creek runs 
beneath an abandoned mill. 
Cows wander knee-deep in 
the water. In die summer, it 
is where the village’s chil- 
dren swim. 

This pastoral scene is de- 
ceptive; however. The 
Tedia River is radioactive 
and has been for almost half 
a century. 

The nearby Mayak Nuc- 
lear Complex, also known 
as Chelyabinsk-65, began 
dumping raw nuclear waste 
into the Ural Mountains 
river in 1949, when it built 
the Soviet Union’s first 
reactor. to produce pluto- 
nium' for -atomic bombs." 

By toe mid-1950s, radia- 
tion at the top-secret plant 
affected 124,000 people liv- 
ing along the Tecfaa, which 
flows through a pretty 
forest and lake region. 

About 20 villages around 
Musliumovo, with their 
8,000 to 9,000 residents, 
were evacuated because 
radiation levels were consi- 
dered too dangerous. 

Musliumovo was not, 
even though radiation hi 
the village often exceeded 
that recorded at the evacu- 


ated rites. Many villagers 
suspect they were left be- 
hind as human guinea pigs. 

“For 40 years, they've 
been checking bow a living 
bring can survive in a radia- 
tion zone,” said Valentina 
Kaidaneyeva, a teacher. 

“A lot of professors 
studying us must be dead by 
now, but we are still alive,” 
she told a visiting group of 
foreign scientists, politi- 
cians and reporters this fell. 

Officials are at a loss to 
explain why Musliumovo, 
1,500 kilometres east of 
Moscow, was not relocated. 
A senior scientist said he 
saw the evacuation order 
with his own eyes. 

“I don’t think it was done 
-on purpose, bnt probably 
because^be village wa&po 
big and too exp en sive to 
evacuate,” said Mira 
Kosenko, an expert on 
radiation medicine from 
Chelyabinsk, the regional 


Whatever the 'case, 
thousands of people re- 
mained in Musmunovo, us- 
ing the river water for their 
households and letting cat- 
tle graze incontaxninated 
fields, unaware of the 
prison creeping into their 
bones. 


The former Soviet Union 
zealously guarded its nuo- 
Lear secrets, and public 
health hardly mattered. So 
the villagers were not told 
anything about Strontium- 
90 and Cesium-137. In- 
stead, they were told to 
keep out of the river be- 
cause it was dirty. 

The mostly Bashkir- 
Tatar people of Musliumo- 
vo did not listen. For them, 
toe Tecfaa was a source of 
life. If they fell sick, medic- 
al personnel were under 
orders to keep silent about 
radiation, Ms. Kosenko 
said. 

The revelation came in 
1989, when the Russian 
government first mentioned. 
Mayak’s legacy of nuefeat: 
accidents and radioactive 
pollution!. Detailed -reposts 
later" brought more know- 
ledge and more despair. 

The village's people 
learned that die level of 
radiation accumulated in 
their .bodies greatly ex- 
ceeded permissible- 
amounts, that scientists had 
found traces of even dead- 
lier plutonium in the area, 
and that the river was so 
contaminated its silt could 
be classified as solid unclear 
waste. 

Doctors began to speak 


of the region's problems 
with immune deficiencies, 
bone pains, blood dis- 
orders, chronic radiation 
sickness and cancers. Infant 
mortality is said to be high. 
But scientific studies of the 
village are only just start- 
ing, so there are no reliable 
figures on health problems. 

While radiation is clearty 
a danger, some physicians 
are cautious about attribut- 
ing its effects. They say the 
heavily Industrialised 
Chelyabinsk region also has 
health problems from 
general pollution. 

“As people learn more 
.about the health effects, 
.they .begin to insist on leav- 
ing this place. They’re vriy - 
mndr c6zhtern‘eti*,T'sai<r 
Gennady Gabitov, the head 
of the district administra- 
tion in nearby Knnashak. 

Flans to resettle the 4,378 
people in Mnslinmovo and 
the adjacent train stop" 
found . no government. 
approval.- 1 However, the 
government did start to 
pomp money into the areas 
affected by the Soviet nuc- 
lear programme and in 1993 
adopted a special rehabi- 
litation plan for- disaster 
tones. 

Given Russia’s economic 


woes, the pro gram me be- 
gan to collapse almost, as 
soon as it was introduced. 

The finance ministry 
slashed planned spending. 
In 1993, toe region got ab- 
out 52 per cent of the 
money allocated and even 
less in 1994, said Vlatfimir 
Panteleyev, who oversees 
the distribution of funds in 
the area. 

In Musliumovo, con- 
struction was halted on 
dozens of housing projects 
that could allow evacuation 
of the most dangerous 
homes dose to the river. 
Government compensation 
to some radiation victims 
has not been paid for 
toontifi. ' 

\ *TWrpeopie live very 
poorly. They, don’t have 
any good food to improve 
their health, just enough to 
survive,” said Ms. 
Kaidaneyeva, a mother of 
three. 

Ms. Kaidaneyeva now 
teaches her pupils about 
radiation. 

“While top state is think- 
ing about resettling us, we 
must educate our children 
so they decide to leave this 
place. But Fm afraid some 
of us win perish before we 
achieve this goal,” she said. 


U S. may lose influence at U.N. to EU 


By Evelyn Leopold 

Renter 

UNITED NATIONS — 
With the U.S. Congress 
threatening to cat off funds 
for United Nations 
peacekeeping, Washing- 
ton’s influence in the work! 
body could be reduced sub- 
stantially in favour of 
Europe. 

The negative reaction to 
toe United Nations by a 
Republican Congress coin- 
cides with an enlarged 15- 
member European Union 
(EU). 

The EU has fours seats in 
the Security Council and 
collectively pays more for 
dues, peacekeeping and 
voluntary contributions 
than the United States. 

For example, toe U.S. 
share of peacekeeping 
budget is 31.7 per cent, the 
aggretage EU ccmtributfon 
is36 per cent. 

Nevertheless, all nations 
with high contributions 
want a more equitable 
assessment of U.N. dues, 
which would lower U.S. 
peacekeeping payments but 


not as much as Washington 
wants. 

Apprehensive, however, 
that toe United States and 
other nations might renege 
or be in continual arrears 
regardless of the level of 
assessment. Western Euro- 
pean are contemplating 
penalties in exchange for 
revising dues. 

These include a ban on 
lucrative peace k eeping coa- 
tracts or ineligibility for 
senior UJN. staff posts, di- 
plomats said. 

U.S. firms earn nearly 
half a billion dollars annual- 
ly out of a total of S3.6 
bQfion spent. Or for every 
dollar Washington contri- 
butes to the United Na- 
tions, about 28 cents is re- 
turned to the U.S. eco- 
nomy, according to the 
U.N. Association of the 
United States. 

But even before the U.S. 
bouse of representatives 
voted last week to cut off 
most peacekeeping con- 
tributions by charging the 
U.N. fear voluntary pay- 


ments, the Europeans made 
a strong bid to take over the 
U.N. Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF). 

After the resignation and 
death of UNICEF’s legen- 
dary American director 
James Grant last month, 
France, the current EU 
chairman, lobbied Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali 
to choose one of three 
European candidates in- 
stead of the American 
nominee, W illiam Foege, a 
former head of toe Atlanta- 
based Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

While tfae United States 
is the single largest contri- 
butor to UNICEF, French 
and Ambassador Jean- 
Beruard Merimee said tfae 
Europeans as a group paid 
more, adding: “And we pay 
cm time." 

The House voted last 
week to deduct from 
Washington’s S1.3 bilfioa 
peacekeeping assessment 
the coos tiie Defence De- 
partment incurs in U.S. -run 
military wiping out toe U.S. 


contribution. 

Among the activities 
which might be charged 
baric to the U.N. could be 
patrolling an; allied-no-fly 
zone over Iraq, never for- 
mally approved by the Un- 
ited Nations, or the U.S. 
intervention in Haiti, 
approved by the Security 
Council ..after months of 
lobbying by Washington. 

The United Nations has 
17 peacekeeping missions 
with nearly 70,000 troops, 
dose to 40,000 of than in 
Bosnia alone at an animal 
cost of more than $3 billion. 
Tfae United States fields ab- 
out 1,000 troops, almost all 
of them in Macedkmia. 

Nevertheless U.N. reac- 
tion has been subdued, with 
public battles left to U.S. 
ambassador, Madeleine 
Albright 

One reason, say diplo- 
mats, is that any angry com- 
ments would aggravate 
Oneness farther. 

Another is that the mear 
sure, still to go before tfae 
Senate, was not passed in 


the House by tfae two-thirds 
vote necessary to override a 
threatened veto by Presi- 
dent BQi Clinton. 

Asked, however, if the 
Europeans and Japan 
would or could rescue U -N. 
peacekeeping if the con- 
gressional bul became law, 
the reply from diplomats 
was a resounding “no.” ' 

Said Kofi Annan, tfae 
"U.N. undersecretary gener- 
al in charge of peacekeep- 
ing. **We are doing too 
much with too tittle. If tfae 
resources are to be cut 
farther, our efforts will be 
severely hampered.” 

Dr. Ghali, however, was 
more philosophical, saying 
that the U.N. would have to 


ing this 50th anniversary 
year - . •‘That’s all.” 

. “If we could not find a 
way around it, we would 
have to cut back U.N. acti- 
vities,” be said. “We have 
managed for the past 49 
years. So I expect we will 
continue to manage during 
the next 50 years.” 


PLO seeks external help 


(Conti n u e d from page 1) 


and ibe group of non-aligned 
countries ami also address 
tfae (U.N.) Security Coun- 
cil." 

“The peace process is trap- 
ped in a vicious circle and is 
beginning to j te credibil- 
ity and its capacity to con- 
tinue," the statement added. 
ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS: 
"The continuation of settle- 
ments in the occupied terri- 
tories and tbeir closure con- 
stitute a flagrant violation of 
all the commitments which 
paved the way to toe launch 
of toe peace process" which 
mmed to end Israeli occupa- 
tion in line with U.N. resolu- 


The statement said that 
Israeli settlement expansion 
in and around Arab East 
Jerusalem “blocks any possi- 
bility of reaching an historic 
settlement." 

NEGOTIATIONS: "The im- 
passe in the negotiations is 
the rcsulyrf a deliberate and 
planned policy of the Israeli 
government which has used 
various pretexts to- obstruct 
the implementation" of the 
self-rule accord, the state- 
ment said. 

The PLO condemned tfae 
“continued Israeli obstruc- 
tion of the process of negotia- 
tions, which has led to a delay 


in the timetable” of Israeli 
troop redeployment on the 
West Bank and the staging of 
Palestinian elections, now 
seven months behind sche- 
dule. 

The Oslo auttmomy accord 
must be taken as a whole and 
any attempt to implement ft 
without the scheduled rede- 
ployment “threatens the 
agreement with collapse and 
leads the peace process to an 
impasse,” it said. 
PRISONERS: The PLO Ex- 
ectrtive Committee accused 
Israel of “fititing to honour” 
**? pledges to release Palesti- 
man prisoners, which was a 
“key element in the Israeh- 
P&festinian peace accord.” 
EGYPT AND JORDAN: It 
also charged Israel was “de- 


liberately blocking economic 
ties between toe Palestinians 
and Egypt and Jordan, which ' 
has nothing to do with toe 
pretexts of security put for- 
ward by Israel and which only 
serves to increase tension.” 
PALES' llNIANS : Arafat is to 
head a committee tasked with 
opening "a comprehensive 
dialogue with all the Palesti- 
nian forces and personali- 
ties.” 

The Executive Committee 
also set itself another session 
for early March- in Tonis to 
dra w in more membersand 
review progress, while. .the 
Palestine Central Co uncil | a. 
steering body, would ]be con- 
vened “in the near future.” ; 

Mr. Arafat' and the com- 
mittee members launched tfae 


campaign' by patting their 
plans to Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak but Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa gave a 
lukewarm response. 

“As-for the regfonaEsation 
or foternationalisation of toe 
process, tins is a. Palestinian 
point of view that has been 
expressed but there is still 
some time to go before doing 
so, I believe," Mr Musa told 
reporters after the meeting. 

The ttamnittee statement,' 
read by PLO spokesman and 
committee .'member Yasser 
.Abed-Tt abb o , ■ said there 
would then be. meetings with 
Tunisian President Zme Ai 
Atafine Ben Afi, King Hay 
san -of* Morocco and King 
^Hussein. • 
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Policy change needed 


ILO says world employment prospects gloomy 


utlNfcVA (Agencies) — The 
International Labour Orga- 
nisation (ILO) said Wednes- 
day that the chances of reduc- 
ing record levels of global 
unemployment are remote in 
the next few years, and it 
urged a policy overhaul. 

Contradicting Western 
trends and advice from other 
international bodies, the 
U.N. agency said abolition of 
minimum wages and other 
measures to cut labour costs 
are not the solution in indus- 
trialised nations. 

In its “World Employ- 
mem" report, the ILO said 
the main hope for rich and 
poor countries alike lays in 
boosting prosperity through 
freer trade and export-led 
growth. It brushed aside fears 
about manufacturing jobs 
moving from the United 
States and Europe to cheap 
labour countries, saying these 
would be more than offset by 
pains in high-tech and service 
industries. 

“In 1994, 30 per cent of the 
global labour force — about 
820 million people — were 
unemployed or underem- 
ployed in what has become 
the worst crisis since the 
Great Depression of the 
1930s,” the ILO said. In in- 
dustriafised countries, 35 mfl- 
fioo workers were without a 
job. 

“Under current scenarios, 
growth will not be sufficient 


to cure Europe’s endemic 
employment ills, reverse the 
decline in real U.S. incomes, 
halt the spread of poverty 
and underemployment in de- 
veloping countries or prevent 
the marginalisation of an en- 
tire continent — Africa," the 
report said. 

Unemployment in Spain is 
expected to rise to 24 per 
cent, in Finland 17 per cent 
and Ireland IS per cent this 
year, the ILO said. Chronic 
underemployment will con- 
tinue in parts of Latin Amer- 
ica and most of Africa. 

The jobless rate in the Un- 
ited States is forecast at 
slightly below six per cent this 
year. Japan is expected to be 
the lowest with 2.8 per cent, 
followed by Switzerland with 
3.8 per cent, it said. 

“The present employment 
situation is both morally un- 
acceptable and economically 
irrational.” said ILO 
Director-General Michel 
Hansen ne. 

The ILO criticised govern- 
ment policy for putting too 
much emphasis on fighting 
inflation and being “defeat- 
ist" about achieving full em- 
ployment. 

With a proper combination 
of economic policies 
nationally and international- 
ly, the jobless rate could be 
halved over the next decade, 
it said. 

The ILO urged more inter- 


national cooperation to sta- 
bilise financial markets, re- 
duce balance of payments 
problems and long-term in- 
terest rates; more emphasis 
on export-led industrial de- 
velopment and above all im- 
plementation of an interna- 
tional trade liberalisation 
accord that come into effect 
at the start of this year. 

Reversing a long-held posi- 
tion about protection for 
workes in vulnerable indus- 
tries, the ILO said a trade 
free-for-all would benefit de- 
veloping countries because of 
the long-term wealth and job- 
creation effects of freer trade 
despite initial costs. 

Countries like France, 
Germany and Nw Zealand, 
are currently trying to intro- 
duce more competition on 
the labour market — a policy 
recommended by the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
and other bodies like the 
World Bank. 

But the ILO dismissed as a 
myth suggestions that strict 
employment protection, 
strong unions and generous 
welfare systems were to 
blame for Europe’s unem- 
ployment woes. 

The relatively low level of 
unemployment in the United 
States was achieved at the 
cost of lower productivity, 
lower wages and more pover- 
ty among the working 


population, it said. The aboli- 
tion of the minimum wage — 
a key social measure — has 
no impact on demand fora 
labour, it added. 

In Britain, despite a huge 
decdline in union mem- 
bership in the 1980s and 
1990s, real wages increased 
more than productivity and 
unemployment remained 
stubbornly above two mil- 
lion, it said. 

By contrast, productivity 
remained high in countries 
like Switzerland, which en- 
joyed high wages and a 
strong degree of regulation, it 
said. 

The ILO said the shift to a 
market economy in formerly 
communist countries in east- 
ern and centra] Europe is 
turning out to be much 
tougher than had been ex- 
pected. 

The agency said that “the 
transitison of East and Cen- 
tral Europe to the market 
economy is proving far more 
difficult than foreseen, and 
the social costs — including 
widespread poverty and mass 
unemployment — much high- 
er than anticipated. Parts of 
the region risk a ’social explo- 
sion’." 

The report said that “an 
equilibrium must be found 
“between social sustainability 
and an adequate level of eco- 
nomic restructuring" in east- 
ern and central Europe.. So- 


cial and labour market condi- 
tions continue to deteriorate 
in the region. 

The document said that the 
problems encountered may 
force adoption of a more 
gradual approach to change 
and a halt to the “continuous 
decline in investment, living 
'standards, employment and 
social protection.” 

It noted that it is vital for 
social costs to be kept within 
tolerable limits to avoid poli- 
tical upheaval that could 
threaten the whole process of 
shifting to a market-based 
economy. 

“All the countries con- 
cerned experienced sharp 
falls in output during the 
years 1990-93. Relative im- 
provements have been re- 
corded since 1992 in central 
Europe (notably in the Czech 
Republic and Hungary), 
while the recession has 
deepened in Bulgaria, Roma- 
nia and the countries of the 
former USSR.” 

The ILO said the result of 
all this has bene a consider- 
able fall in employment rang- 
ing from 11.5 per cent in the 
Czech Republic to 22 per 
cent m Poland and 28 per 
cent in Hungary between 
1989 and 1994. But even with 
these sharp drops, the decline 
in employment has been 
much lower than the fall in 
output, which suggests that 
unsustainable labour hoard- 


ing is taking 1 place 'and foe 
real level of unemployment 
could soon skyrocket. 

This stark prospect augurs 
poorly both for Uving stan- 
dards and for the productivity 
increases necessary for im- 
proved export perfo rman ce 
and economic recovery. 

The report said that the 
unemployment problem tn 
the region can'iiltfriiately be 
solved only by expansion of 
output, but “initial optimism 
about the inflow of foreign 
direct investment has turned 
out to have been misplaced." 
Total inflow since 1990 has 
been less than $10 billion for 
the nine countries, with 80 
per cent of it going to Hug- 
nary and the Grech Republic. 
Only negligible amounts have 
gone to transitison economies 
m the former Soviet Union. 

“It is impeative to improve 
on these investment trends if 
the probhne of mass unem- 
ployment is to be overcome,” 
the ILO says — and achiev- 
ing fins will require comple- 
tion of reforms to create a 
reliable system of property 
rights and well-functioning 
capital markets, among other 
things. 

“A central policy issue 
with direct implications for 
the employment situation is 
file pace at which trade liber- 
alisation, privatisation and 
enterprise restrucutring 
should proceed." 


Algeria sets up 
privatisation control body 

TONIS (R)— Algeria has set up an official body to control 
partial privatisation operations, the Algerian news agency 


□on numsicT naourao dcubcucuuuu iMiuww » , — - 

atinmittee" charaed with overseeing the imptementaoonor 
rules' and regulations during the selling of shares orsQCKS 
in partial privatisation operations. The comm ittee is 


main labour . unions, the agency aoaea. tra 
Algerian state radio said that a ministry of privatisation^ was 
to ■ be set up next March to oversee the tranaer oi 
state-owned companies to the private sector. It said that 

the government has drawn up aJist of companies involved 
and a timetable, and is discussing with unions a draft law on 
a larger privatisa tion programme. The Algerian govern- 
ment, after over, three decades of state control, k prepa ring 
to shift its mismanaged and mostiy-broke public companies 
under free-market rides. ' 


Dollar, European 
currencies bullied 


U.S., Mexico sign 
$20b economic 


Clinton appoints new 
economic strategist 


by strong mark rescue pact 


LONDON (R) — The burly 
German mark had the dollar 
and weaker European cur- 
rencies reeling Wednesday, 
with dealers looking in vain 
for central bank intervention 
to save the puny U.S. curren- 
cy from going down again. 

The dollar was trading just 
above a 28-month knv against 
the mark as dealers waited 
for Federal Reserve Chair- 
man Alan Green span to en- 
ter the ring. 

He is doe to testify befbre' 
the Serrate Banking Commit- 
tee at 1500 GMT and his 
comments win give markets 
an idea of how seriously the 
U.S. central bank takes the 
dollar’s dedme. 

“First and foremost the 
dollar’s bending in the face of 
a rampaging mark in 
Europe," said economist 
David Brown. 

Earfier dealers had sear- 
ched in vain for central bank 
intervention after the dollar 
stumped to a fresh 28-month 
low against the mark. 

The merciless mark also 
gave the lira, peseta and 
French franc a beating and its 
strength against the pound 
cast a temporary shadow over 


a government bond auction. 

The dollar has retreated 
against the mark as investors 
moved into the German cur- 
rency as a so-called “safe- 
haven” investment to protect 
themselves from the turbu- 
lence hitting weaker units. 

The mark/lira rate readied 
another record high Wednes- 
day when the mark bulldozed 
through 1,100 lire to a 
1,107.50 high despite the 
Bank of Italy raising interest 
cabs/Tuesday.- . -• 

The surging mark also 
pushed the French franc to a 
low of 3,4957 a mark, a level 
not visited since early 
November, 1993. 

The franc was undermined 
by Tuesday’s opinion polls, 
which showed a drastic nar- 
rowing in conservative Prime 
Minister Edouard Bahadur’s 
load in fire presidential elec- 
tion race. Mr. Balladur is the 
financial markets' preferred 
candidate to win in the April/ 
May poll. 

Dealers said concerted in- 
tervention by the central 
banks of the Group of Seven 
major industrial nations was 
needed to restore confidence 
in the U.S. currency. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States and Mexico 
Tuesday signed a definitive 
agreement mat opens up $20 
billion in U.S. aid in return 
for Mexico’s promise to set 
its baldy shaken economic 
house in order. 

The agreement, secured in 
part by precious Mexican oil 
export revenues and under- 
pinned by tough belt- 
tightening pledges, followed 
five days of difficult and com- 
plex high-level negotiations. 

The signature by U.S? 


take tough measures to turn 
the situation around," he 
added. 

While' U.S. officials ex- 
pressed the belief that the 
agreement should calm mar- 
kets and lead to a turnaround 
in the Mexican economy with 
renewed growth soon, the 
immediate reaction of Mex- 
ican stocks was to take a 
nosedive. 

At the same time, the 
peso, which officials believe 
should strengthen as a result 
of the country's agreement to 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton 
appointed Tuesday a trade 
policy expert to be the na- 
tion’s chief economic strateg- 
ist as the bead of the National 
Economic Council. 

Laura D’ Andrea Tyson, 
47, replaced Robert Rubin 
who left the council in Janu- 
ary to become treasury 
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Rubin and Mexican Finance 
Minister Guillermo Ortiz of 
four documents on terms and 
conditions meant that the res- 
cue package authorised three 
weeks ago by President Bill 
Clinton could now go for- 
ward. 

“Under these agreements, 
Mexico should be able to 
take the steps necessary to 
end its liquidity crisis arid in 
time the Mexican economy, 
which is fundamentally 
sound, should stabilise,'’ Mr. 
Rubin said at a Treasury De- 
partment ceremony. 

“The ultimate success of 
this programme depends on 
Mexico, and Mexico has 
made it dear that it itends to 


ing, dosed slightly lower ' 

However, even the dollar, 
which has been under attack 
in recent days, in part be- 
cause of the concern about 
the fate of the Mexican pack- 
age, continued to feel the 
disapproval of traders. 

Mr. Ortiz, in remarks, 
blamed international curren- 
cy market reactions to the 
Mexican government’s de- 
valuation of the peso in De- 
cember for the current eco- 
nomic crisis, and said the aid 
package would restore stabil- 
ity to the markets. 

The U.S. support will 
anchor an international res- 
cue package worth about $50 
billion. 


Mr. Clinton, speaking at 
the White House, praised 
Ms. Tyson as a “credible 
voice” for the administration 
on the economy and said she 
had provided “unfailingly 
frank, direct and principled 
advice.” - 

' Msriyson was m economics 
professor at the University.of 
California at Berkeley before 
joining the administration as 
chairwoman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers, a panel 
formed in 1949 by Congress 
to provide the president 
with input from economists. 

The move underscored Mr. 
Clinton's efforts to boost the 
visibility of the National Eco- 
nomic Council, which be 
formed to coordinate econo- 
mic policy among govern- 
ment agencies dealing with 
financial matters. 

In accepting the appoint- 
ment, Mr. Tyson defended 
the administration's record 
on the economy and said its 
approach to policymaking 


had been “coherent and con- 
sistent.” 

“As a result of the virion 
.and the strategy, the nation is 
enjoying the most . salutary 
combination of ...low unem- 
ployment, low inflation, 
strong ontput. growth that it 
has enjoyed in a generation,” 
Ms. Tyson , said. “And that 
aooomplishmnet is due to the 
vision and the principles of 
this president.” 

Mr. Clinton said his admi- 
nistration's economic policies 
had created six tmtiion new 
jobs in the United States, 
slashed the deficit and pro- 
vided tax ^breaks tP middle- 
income famptefc^- m ,r 

(The results-, have dearly - 
been fch^Hie' said, adding- 
that these achievements had 
been made despite gloom- 
doom predictions of an immi- 
nent recession and disasters. 

Ms. Tyson, who will be the 
first woman to chair the. 
National Economic Council, 
has emerged as one of the 
administration’s most valued 
players and has often been 
called upon to defend Mr. 
Clinton's economic policies. 

Despite solid professional 
credentials, many of Ms. 
Tyson’s fellow economists 
have dismissed her as a fight- 
weight with some critics 
charging that she is better at 
public relations than at public 
policy. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY FEBRUARY 23, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES'. (March 21 to April 19) Go to the right sources for the data 
you need. Don’t get advice from those who are not cognoscente of 
a0 the facts or you will get wrong ideas. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Obtain important information about 
a project you are interested in this morning before you go ahead with 
definite plans. Use your wisdom and ingenuity. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If you handle routine duties in a more 
up to date way today, you wui get more benefits. Study a new plan 
before making any changes. . 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 2T) Don't neglect important 
tasks eadyin die day. Try to cooperate with fellow associates. Strive 
for more harmony and peace. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take care you don’t take on any heavy 
expenditures to money in the evening. Allow time to engage in 
creative activity so that yon can have more happiness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 'Postpone going ahead with a 
new interest you have " in ariad and wait for a better time. Evening 
is fine for recreation and baving fan. . 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Improve the foundation of 
your Gfe so that you ran have added abundance in the days ahead. 
Get rid of annooying conditions at home this evening so that you cab 
have peace of mind. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Iron out any problems 
with others in a quite and tactful manner ihk morning. Seek the 
company of congenial people in the evening and have .pleasant 
times. > 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This morning you 
have to use rare and thought in handling monetary problems. Use 
your intuitive faculties for best results. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Use a different attitude 
in handling a puzzling situation and you get better results. Relax in 
the company of good friends this evening. :■ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You have hidden desires 
that need more studies before you pursue them. Strive for increased 
happiness with the one person you are fond of. ■ 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Some of your friends may haye 
problems today, so be sure to give a helping hand. Show others you 
have practical wisdom in any situation that comes up. -- 

FORECAST. FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 24, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Try to gain your aims by using more 
modem methods and get better results; .A direct conrse is the best 
course to follow now. Relax in the evening. . ... i 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Private endeavours are fine to foUow 
today, but be sure to cany through with what associates ex pe ct of 
you-witbout deviatnig from ;the plan. .* • . 

GEMrNf:(May21 io Juneli) YdijhMC'exceDeti&iaiSdlM 
ahead today, but-don’-i-bp- too hity jjjepmting than in. operation . 



Make good arrangements first and then ail will go smoothly, . 
MOON' CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to July 21) Plan how to be jm&re 
successful in business dealings today and how to be more productive. 
Be more reassuring to mate and he or she will appreciate you more. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Listening with interest to what allies 
have to say today helps than to cooperate with yon more and you 
with them. Be wise so that everything is successful. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22} Making needed changes 
where you work will bring worth wile results tqday. The evening can 
be a most happy one with the one you adore. 

LIBRA; (September 23 to October 22) Today, you are gang to take adoscr 
look at the new interest you have had in mind. Delve into it now and get 
excellent results. Take no risk in motion or profrteras could develop. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There are conditions at 
home that you'D want to dear up today; but you could lose out .on 
important business matters, so postpone for now and. take the action 
which seems most logicaL 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Attain important 
data you need from the right sources, then go ahead with the plans 
you’ve made for today. Smile and be happy to those you encounter 
even though your heart may not be in it. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Assets from different 
sources could come your way at this time. The daytime may be 
taxing but the evening can be delightful for you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Don't permit anyone to 
force you into some situation where you know it is not right for you. 
Be poised at all tunes today and show confidence, 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Express your fine ability when 
called upon to do so today and please higher ops. Come to a fine 
undemanding with associates and go out and enjoy the evening. 

Births tone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 
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Safeway 
prepares 
to become 
public 

shareholding 

company 

•frtr Jordan's Safeway is ex- 
pected to float shares for 
public subscription towards 
the end of this year as it 
changes from private own- 
ership to a public sharehold- 
ing company. According to 
Azzam AJ Masri, Safeway's 
general manager, the move 
aims at expanding the ser- 
vices and opening more bran- 
ches in various parts of the 
Kingdom. Mr. Masri, noting 
that the expansion scheme 
could not be achieved with- 
out financial backing, re- 
vealed that the Safeway man- 
agement is contacting some 
founders to prepare an in- 
depth, comprehensive study 
regarding the transfer to a 
public shareholding company 
and the financial require- 
ments to realise this plan by 
the end of the year (AI 
Aswaq). 

☆☆ Wasef Azar, general 
manager of the Business 
Bank, sees the cancellation of 
the credit ceiling, fixed by the 
Central Bank at 90 per cent 
of the total deposits, as a step 
that eases the competition 
among banks for deposits and 
stems the rise in interest 
rates. He explained that the 
drive for acquiring deposits 
over the past two months had 
negatively affected the activi- 
ties of the banks in general 
and given large banks an 
edge over others as they were 
able to pay higher interest 
and dominate the market (Ai 
Aswaq). 

•irfc A Swiss company will set 
up a holding firm in Jordan to 
■ manage joint projects and 
mil open a regional office in 
the area (AI Aswaq). 

itit Jordan Investment Cor- 
poration (JIC) has ID 190 
million in investments at 
book value but, at market 
value, the investments are 
worth JD 500 million. Sixty 
per cent of these investments, 
or JD 114 million at book 
value, are the corporation’s 
portfolio at the Amman 
Financial Market. This port- 
folio, at market value, is esti- 
mated at JD 300 million. JIC 
Director-General Moham- 
mad Ai Batayneh said the 
corporation’s plan was to 
sell part of its holdings to the 
private sector, such as the 
sale of 55 per cent of JIC 
ownership in Jordan Inter- 
. Continental Hotel in which 
JIC had an 87 per cent stake. 
Mr. Batayneh said the cor- 
poration would also seD part 
of its holdings in JETT (Jor- 
dan Express Tourist Trans- 
port), Hammamat-Main (Jor- 
dan Tourism Spa Complex} 
and Philadelphia Hotel. JIC 
owns 12 per cent of JETT; it 
also has JD 95 million invest- 
ments in three companies — 
potash, cement and phos- 
phate — out of its AFM 
portfolio of JD 114 million 
(AI Aswaq). 

"trtr Israel's 2TM shipping 
line has begun a regular call 
at Jordan’s Red Sea port of 
Aqaba and will soon choose a 
Jordanian agent, shipping 
agents said Tuesday. The 
agents said ZIM Israel 
Navigation Co. Ltd. had 
chartered two vessels, Kenya 
Star and Durban Star, to 
serve Aqaba with one call 
every 20 days. Kenya Star 
unloaded 20 containers for 
Jordanian traders from South 
and East African ports and 
left Aqabal on Tuesday. The 
vessels will not cany an 
Israeli flag until a detailed 
accord is reached between 
Jordan and Israel in line with 
their peace treaty last Octo- 
ber. Representatives of ZIM 
visited Jordan to see agents 
keen to represent them. A 
decision on an agent is ex- 
pected in March, shipping 
agents said. Rami Qutub, 
managing-director of Interna- 
tional Freight Services and 
Tra ding Company, told Reu- 
ters ZIM added Aqaba as a 
stop because Jordan's peace 
with Israel paved the way for 
normal «mmercial ties. 
(Renter' at -AI Ra’i). 


Arab- American businessman caught in Gaza red tape 


GAZA (R) — Yasser El 
Farra once owned a store 
called Import Gty on Holly- 
wood Boulevard in Los 
Angeles. Now the 
Palestmian-Ainerican entrep- 
reneur wants to bring some of 
tbe good life to impoverished 
Gaza Gty. 

“It’s been torture,” be 
said. 

Israeli border closures and 
burgeoning bureaucracy in 
r Palestinian-ruled Gaza have 
frustrated Mr. Farm’s efforts 
to import goods including 
food and appliances from 
Egypt since he returned to 
the strip in July after 21 years 
in California. 

“This is what blows my 
mind out,” he said in slightly 
accented American English 
at the Gaza branch of bis 
Palestine Interna tiona l Trad- 
ing Company (PITCO). 

“We have tried to bring the 
' products since we started — 
nothing. I am paying salaries 
and rent, for nothing,” he 
said. 

Palestinian businessmen 
complain of difficulties deal- 
ing with a nascent administra- 
tion that has yet to establish 
strong middle management 
and which refers many deci- 




sons to its bead, PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Farra, 40, one of six 
brothers who emigrated from 
Gaza to the United States, 
said he had grown used to 
business the American way 
and wanted to give Gazans — ■ 
economically dependent on 
Israel — a wider choice of 
roducts from the Arab 
orid. 

He returned to Gaza the 
same month as Chairman 
Arafat did, hoping to cash in 
on a peace dividend with 
Israel. 

**I get depressed when 
somebody tells me ... ‘tomor- 
row.’ I don’t know (that 
word) in my book. Here in 
Gaza, that's what happens. 
You get to a stage and they 
tell you: 'Come tomorrow’,” 
he said. 

A graduate in computer 
studies from California State 
University at Northridge. 
Mr. Faria beamed as he re- 
called realising his American 
dream — real estate ventures 
and his store on Hollywood 
Boulevard. i 

His American wife and j 
three teenage boys stayed in 
Pasadena while he tried to 
get down to business and he 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are tbe buying and selling 
raws for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 

U.S. $1.00 costs 

One sterling 
One ounce of gold 

13990/00 Canadian dollar 

1.4774/84 Deutsche marks 

1.6566/76 Dutch guilders 

1.2510/20 Swiss francs 

30.44/4S Belgian francs 

5.1625/75 French francs 

1628.0/9.0 Italian tire 

97.24/33 Japanese yen 

7.3425/25 Swedish crowns 

6.5050/00 Norwegian crowns 

5.8421/71 Danish crowns 

$1.5808/18 
$379.05/379.45 
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will join the family in the 
U.S. in March, when he will 
decide on making a perma- 
nent move, while one of his 
brothers looks after his Gaza 
City interests. 

Even in California his 
heart would always be in his 
homeland, listed bn his busi- 
ness card as Palestine, where 
he estimates he could do 
annual trade of S50 million. 

’“You go wherever you go 
— you can be in heaven — 
and this country will still be 
your home.” Mr. Farra said. 

Meanwhile Mr. Farra, 
whose double-breasted blaz- 
er and yellow turtleneck shin 
add a splash of west coast 
colour to die drab and dusty 
surroundings, rails against 
paper-pushers stalling his 
consignments. 

“They just don't know 
what they are doing.” Mr. 
Farra said about officials in 


“Their answer: 'Go talk to 
Yasser Arafat.' So Yasser 
Arafat doesn't have nothing 
to do but to talk to me and :5 
the next person and the next 
person?" 

“And it’s just like he's 
going to run everything? te 
might as well run my life for 
me — tell me what I should 
eat what I shouldn't.” Mr. 
Farra said, echoing com- 
plaints among some Palesti- 
nians that Mr. Arafat fails to 
delegate responsibility. 

Mr. Farra does not mince 
his words about Israel either, 
saying border closures, such 
as that imposed after two 
Islamic suicide bombers kil- 
led 21 Israelis last month, 
were starving Palestinians of 
goods and wages. 

“This border brings every- 
thing. You close it aad you 
kill these people here.”* he 
said. 


the region that are willing to 
do business with us and I like 
to have the people here have 
the choice. Now ... tbe choice 
is all controlled by Israel. Am 
I going to be all my life run by 
an Israeli government?" 

Mr. Farra says be could 
probablv get through a lot of 
red tape if he look some 
short-cuts, but he prefers 10 
"bag tbe hell” out of the 
bureaucrats. 

“2 have a guy ... that’s all 
he does. He goes every day, 
nagging them ... but I don't 
want to give something under 
the table. Business shouldn't 
be done that way,” he stres- 
ses. 

"I found out from my 
banker ... that $350 million in 
the last three months was 
gone from Ga 2 a. So there 
were investors who came 
here with the money, with 
rite notion to. build and do 


Lebanon overhauls 
banking, and 
finance laws 


self-rule authority. "I have a Sot of factories 

in some 

business-" 


aVKI-SJVN FINANCZ 

hcvs:n; cm t cents? r 

TELEPHONE: 64C:?: 
C0SAN:ZE5 KAftMT SHARE f-RICE LIST 

KL. XAJUCCT 

WJ. - -ME ID AM 

e'-i'i 



COMPANY'S *AKE 

ND . D“ 

. t— .£ 

FREV. CLOSING 


SHAPES 

TRADED 

CLOSING PS 

IDE 


TRADED 

jZ* 

PPTJE 


AKAS BANE ?; C 



■.‘i.tlZ 

Ei.’fiC 

CORE AN NATIONAL SANE 

e-:* 

J 

;.‘i: 

4-iDC 

COrCAJJ NATIONAL SANTE .• NEH 





BANE OF JOICAN 

• - - 

it: 


C.6DD 

ft: SOLE EAST INVESTMENT BANT. 

LI!. 


: . 5%: 

I.'tQ 

:t.-03STR:AL le-.tlopkent same 

z * : 

“ 2 “ Z 

Z . El Z 


THE HOUSING SANT 

: zzz 


t. 

t.CfcC 

CORO AN =ANT 

» - 1 4 

2 ; si 

2 . I 2 j 

i - 2 :: 

.'CRT AS CTLF EAST 

- » • - 


,.4D: 

a . 4^2)0 

C CPC AN I SLAVIC BANE. 




i . IDD 

BEIT ELKAL SAVrSGilK-.TSTKXNT F-SR HOTS IMS 

: t ; 

;;;? 

2-212 

i. .tZ 

AKKA!t BANT PC f I jr.TETHENT 


s Z ‘ 1 

2.212 

:.:«c 

pk:laielpk:a :i.""ecthent ba.ne. 

. z Z 

'--- 

1.Z1Z 

: . Hz 

SANE. 0 SECTOR 


2 - 1 5 1c 

:nd£l sura 

CHANGE 

ES: If. 

CCREAN FRENCH INSTRAKCE 



: . d-i: 

I.51D 

INSL 1 RANCE SECTOR 


■HZ 

INDEX NUMBER: 1 j' 
CHANGE : -0 

JORDANIAN ELECTPIC POWER 

■s;i: 



I.SSO 

OOROANIAN ELECTRIC POWER ;KEH 

-••sir 

CL-IiL 

-..ITJ 

I - * 2-2 

CORE AN HOTEL f. TOTP2SR 

“r . . 

il Li 

i.SC*? 

b . tS D 

-ORGAN HIHEH HI NEPAL 


2 L 

: . ;*/. 

I-.9LD 

COROAN NATIONAL SKIPPING LINES 


:.t‘: 

;.4ii 

j. «:d 

NATIONAL PORT EC Lie SECJRITIEC 

*i - • * 
* * - a 

c • C 

2.-22 

:.c;c 

unite: higgle east l cohmoiore hotels 


Z 2 7 1 1 

:.4vL 

:.:sc 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT & ECUCATICN 

r ! 

i- 2 j 

L.tc: 

j.s:: 






SERVICES SECTOR 

- -- 

SILIe 

INDEX NUMBER: Ijl 
CHANGE : -C 






THE CORD TIN CEHENT FACTORIES 

;4i - ; 

11*21 

1.2 U< 

j.CSD 

THE ARAB POTASH 'NEW 

a c «- 

■ ■ ; r 
■Na w . 

£.:dd 

! . ODD 

CORE AN PETftCLE'JTI P^FISAHY 

::: 

::c: 

«.«:d 


TEE IKT/CSTKIAL COriMERCIAL i AGR I CULTIAAL 


l*'l 

i ■ w 

4.050 

THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 

lill 

• -#-■% 

N " ' " 

'.1Z0 

ARAB PHARKACE’-ICAL HA*»U F ACTTR I NC 

an 




THE JORDAN PIPES MAN: FACTJR INC 



l.ii'j 

c.toc 

SPINNING t WEAVING 

2 : : 

iil t 

;.*i0 


RAF! A INDUSTRIES 


i.i*i 

D.J-C 

D .SID 

ZKR AL EAWA DEVELCPKEKT L 3 ST.'S STHENT 

I-S5D 

z~iz : 

A.ZjC 

6 . DD0 

ARAB INVESTMENT G INERNAT IONAL TRADE 

: . _ 1 1 

: ; ^ : 

.Vnw 

.970 

ARAB ALL-MINI CM IKJ-JSTRj- 

iz •: 

6TT2 

if. TDD 

e.TJC 

LIVESTOCK L POULTRY 

s:--:: 

tat4 

.-*BO 

.770 

ARAB PA7EP CONVERTING S. TRADING 

*cc: 


l.-.-D 

7 . «3C 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INLJSTiflES 

ED5T 

"It: 

: . nz 

I.3SC 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES 6 HATCH' JIM CO 

;;;; 


- 

.770 

NATIONAL CABLE t WIRE KANL" FACTCR I NG 


rise: 

«.C9;. 

4 . S5C 

JORDAN SCLPHO- CHEMICALS 

: ::: 

:‘ii 


' 7 > - 

ARAB CENTER POP PKARM. C CHEMICALS 


iiDt 

C.iDD 

2-iSD 

XAWTHER INVESTMENT 

- - - 

s:s 

■ TC' 

:.66D 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

1'4‘ 


C. TID 

4. COO 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RZSOCRCES CO. 

I'Ll 


idc 

2.D90 


. 66 - 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


G RAND TOTAL 




llrl ~ m 




:::a, 


INDEX NUMBER: 

CHANGE : -C.08. 

IKE* VJHBER: 144. 3 j 
CHAh.CS : - 0 . or 


NO. CF THAIEC SHAHES IN PARALLEL SOMfST 
VALUE Z?JC .ED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon, 
which is seeking'to win back 
its role as a regional banking 
cer *re ^and financial market- 
pi- £. has begun a sweeping 
re ision of its banking and 
finance laws to bring them up 
to date with modem require- 
ments. 

Nassar Saidi, first vice- 
governor of the Bank of 
Lebanon, told Reuters in an 
interview a joint committee 
formed bv the bank and the 
justice ministry is working on 
the task under his chair- 
manship. 

“Our banking and finance 
laws need 10 be modernised. 
We also need a number of 
new laws.” said Mr. Saidi. 
who expects the job to take at 
least a year. 

“We are trying to give a 
legal and technical infrastruc- 
ture for the operation of mar- 
kets in Lebanon. We would 
like to have international 
norms, be up to date and to 
secure transparency for the 
markets.” he said.* 

The committee, which be- 
gan uork about three 
months ago. wants to graft 
elements of U.S. and British 
finance and banking legisla- 
tion onto Lebanon's existing 
French-originated laws. 

"What we are trying to do 
is something unique or diffe- 
rent. to get "as much as possi- 
ble a hybrid system, to be- 
nefit from Anglo-Saxon law 
and legal tradition and m3rry 
it with the French legislation 
which we have," Mr. Saidi 
said. 

"The financial markets in 
the United States and the 
United Kingdom expanded at 
a much more rapid pace and 
so did their legislation. We 
are trying to get the benefit of 
this," he added. 

Updating the laws is pan of 
the government's effort to 
regain the predominant posi- 
tion Beirut held as a banking 
centre and financial market- 


place in the Middie East 20 
years ago, before the 1975-90 
civil war. 

“Die laws haven't been 
revised for decades." a mem- 
ber of the committee who 
asked no; to be identified 
told Reuters. “It's a huge 
undertaking if you want to do 
it properly, "it's tremendously 

important." 

The committee includes 
some 22 Lebanese lawyers, 
legal experts, economists, 
bankers and financial marker 
experts. It meets weekly and 
also calls on Lebanese ex- 
patriates working in legal and 
financial circles in New York. 
London and Paris when 
needed, Mr. Saidi said. 

Its proposals will eventual- 
ly require parliamentary 
approval to become law. 

“We don't have a legal 
framework for modem finan- 
cial instruments which 
evolved or were created over 
the last 20 years." Mr. Saidi 
S3id. "Broadly, we need new 
legislation for instruments 
which didn't exist in Lebanon 
before the war. things like 
mutual funds which are very 
important.'' 

The committee will also 
seek to define financial inter- 
mediaries 3nd their role, au- 
thorisation and licensing. 

It will draft listing require- 
ments for financial" markets 
and will draft a capital mar- 
kets law whose chief purpose, 
Mr. Saidi said, will be to 
separate the role of the reg- 
ulatory authorities from mar- 
ket operations. 

Lebanon's banking legisla- 
tion also needs modernisa- 
tion, Mr. Saidi said. In par- 
ticular, the committee will 
define the functions and re- 
sponsibilities of investment 
banks, which began emerging 
in Beirut for the first time last 
year, in relation to commer- 
cial banks and other financial 
institutions. 


Morocco earns $567m 
from fish exports 

RABAT (R) — Morocco's fish exports rose slightlv to S567 
million last year even though volume dropped* official 
figures released on Tuesday showed. 

"Morocco exported IS3.600 tonnes of fish worth S567 
million last year compared with 197,200 tonnes in the 
previous year," the Office Des Changes said. 

In 1993, fish export revenues were 5.01 billion dirhams 
($563 million), it added. Morocco exports mainly to 
Europe and Japan. 

Morocco has enormous sea wealth along its 3,500 
kilometres Atlantic coastline. 

Some 400 local fishing units operate in waters full of 
mackerel, sardines, anchovices, tuna, squid, shrimps and 
many other species. 
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Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
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For Your Stay in Amman 

Quality Furnished Flats 
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One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Profession*] Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pboto 
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REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 
Fax. 864231 



RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6 / 81 9676 FAX : 6 / B1 9676 
ABDOUN 

19 FAWZ1 AL-MAUCI ST. 

P.O.BOX : 960643 
AMUAN 11196 JORDAN 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere m Amman 
Deir GhDar - American 
Embassy Sir. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
Tel.: 86183$ 


Shmcmni-^Opp. Grindtay* 

Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23S91 
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6et Iftar 

or 

a la carte dinner 

Jabal Amman 3rd circle 



& nee PUB 
Torino , 

x ' Dance PUB 's 
Private Functions 
Max. 60 persons only 

turned It upside down to meet 
suggestions of our guests. 

New ventilation system is being installed 
New theme for VlS.d.VIS Pub. 

Wait for the pleasant surprise w.soon I 
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TENNIS ROUNDUP 


No Sampras for 
U.S. against Italy 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
has told U.S. Davis Cup cap- 
tain Tom Gullikson that he 
will not play in the quarter- 
final tie against Italy next 
month. 

“Pete didn't make himself 
available,** Gullikson told 
Reuters in a telephone inter- 
view from his Florida home 
Monday. 

“Obviously you hope for 
the best players and wish they 
all made themselves avail- 
able. This is just something to 
deal with.’* 

Gullikson said the timing 
of the March 31-April 2 
match in Palermo, Sicily was 
bad for Sampras. “He just 
didn't want to stay in Europe 
for that long of a time," 
Gullikson said. 

Sampras is scheduled to be 
in Europe from April 10 play- 
ing tournaments in prepara- 
tion for the French Open 
starting May 29. 

“In all fairness to Pete 
these are just flat out bad 
dates," Gullikson said of the 
Davis Cup schedule. 

Ironically. Gullikson said 
the health problems of his 
twin brother Tim, who 
coaches Sampras, might have 
contributed to a decision not 
to play. 

• “Pete has had a rough few 
months and is just starting to 
come to terms with Tim’s 
situation," Gullikson, 43, 
said of his brother's recent 
diagnosis as having a brain 
tumour. 

At last month's Australian 
Open, Sampras broke down 
and openly sobbed on court 
during his quarter-final win 
against Jim Courier after a 
fan had uiged him to win it 
for his coach, who was flying 
home at the time after a 
seizure in Melbourne. 

“Pete has had to do this in 
a very public way and he 
needs to take a deep breath 
and that might be one factor 
of not coming to the Davis 
Cup," Gullikson said. 

Since the initial diagnosis 
last week, his brother has left 
the hospital and is back home 
. in a Chicago suburb seeking 
6ther opinions before decid- 
ing on a course of treatment, 
Gullikson said. 

"He looks good, he is in 
good spirits and you would 
never know he is sick. He's a 
competitor and he’s ready to 
do whatever he’s got^to do to 
get healthy." 

As for a return to coaching 
for Tim, Gullikson said: 
“Tennis is a far, far distant 
priority (for him) right now." 

Without Sampras to con- 
sider, the U.S. captain said 
he will look at six others for 
the two single spots starting 
with a talk with world num- 
ber two Andre Agassi some- 
time this week. 

"There might be hope for 
this one,” Gullikson said of 
Agassi, who has not played 
Davis Cup since 1993. 

Todd Martin and Courier, 
who played in the 4-1 open- 
ing round win over France 
earlier this month, along with 
Michael Chang, Aaron IKrick- 



Pete Sampras 


stein and Malivai Washington 
are all being considered for 
singles in the outdoor tie on 
day against Italy, according 
to Gullikson. 


Agassi easily wins 


IN PHILADELPHIA, 
Andre Agassi, the Australian 
and U.S. Open champion, 
made a strong entry in the 
S714.250 U.S. Indoor on 
Tuesday by overpowering 
Jan Apell,” a left-handed 
Swedish Davis Cup player, 
6-4, 6-2. 

Agassi, ranked second in 
the world, was all business in 
overpowering Apell, who en- 
tered the tournament as a 
qualifier. Agassi got to set 
point in the first set with a 
service ace and won it when 
Apell hit a backhand long. 

Agassi finished it with ease 
in the second set, using his 
second service break to go up 
5-2 and winning it in the next 
game with a passing shot 
down the line. 

Apell has had more success 
as a doubles player, teaming 
with fellow Swede Jonas 
Bjorkman to reach the finals 
of the French Open last year. 

Agassi said he hasn't de- 
cided whether he’ll play 
Davis Cup matches this year, 
saying he can’t compromise 
on his goal of trying to over- 
take Pete Sampras as the 
top-ranked player in the 
world. 

“I want to be the best 
player and so does Pete." 
Agassi said. "It’s a matter of 
scheduling that's involved 
and it’s difficult to sacrifice 
your goal for the Davis Cup." 

As for the match. "I got an 
early jump and that was help- 
ful. I don’t go on the court 
with the expectation of hav- 


ing easy matches. I felt strong 
tonight.” 

In other first-round match- 
es Tuesday. Luiz Mattar of 
Brazil, taking advantage of' 
unerring groundstrokes and 
the mistakes of his opponent, 
beat veteran Brad Gilbert 6- 
0, 6-4. 

Gilbert, who's appeared in 
the tournament since 1983 
and has won more than 500 
career matches, played erra- 
tically in the first set. Upset 
over netting so many balls, he 
banged his racket on the 
court several times. 

Gilbert pulled himself 
together in the second set and 
made a match of it, taking 
part in several volleying duels 
with Mattar. The Brazilian 
won when Gilbert was long 
on the last two returns of the 
10th game. 

Mattar. winner of the Cor- 
al Springs last year, is ranked 
No. 75. Gilbert this week fell 
out of the first 100 to 147th 
He was runnerup last year at 
Memphis for his best finish. 

In another match. Bret 
Steven. New Zealander who 
lives in Bermuda, overcame 
Fabrice Santoro of France 

5- 7, 6-1, 7-6 (7-4). 

Santoro, who hits two- 

handed shots on both fore- 
hand and backhand, is rank- 
ed No. 45 and Steven No. 64. 

Also, Renzo' Furlan of Ita- 
ly, ranked 49th, reached the 
second round with a 6-4, 6-3 
victory over qualifier David 
Nainkin of South Africa, who 
is No. 203. 

Luke Jensen, a wild-card 
entry, defeated Jared Palmer 

6- 2. 6-3. 


Kafelnikov Into second 
round 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
COLTD 

Announces the invitation to tender 
No-: 16F/95 


JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
1 6F/95 for (The supply, of lubricating oils, and 
greases). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Saturday 11/3/1995. Ap- 
plication for documents should be accompa- 
nied by a non-refundable fee of JD(50) for 
each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time, Thursday 30th March, 1995. 

Sameh Madam 
Managing Director 


In Stuttgart. Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, “fresh off his vic- 
tory in Milan, routed Peter 
Korda 6-2, 6-1 Tuesday in the 
opening round of the S2.25- 
million Eurocard Open. _ 
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SAN DIEGO (AP) — After 
18.55 miles of sailing, Dennis 
Conner pushed Stars and 
Stripes across the finish line 
three seconds ahead of 
Young America on Tuesday, 
the closest finish in the 1995 
America's Cup trials. 

Three seconds translates to 
less than half the length of a 
75-foot (25-metre) racing 
sloop. 

The previous closest mar- 
gins in the 1995 trials were a 
12-second win by Team New 
Zealand over Nippon on Jan. 
31, and a 14-second victory 
by America3 over Young 
America on Jan. 29. 

The closest finish ever in 
an America's Cup trial was 
Italy's one-second win over 
New Zealand in 1992. Italy 
then posted the closest finish 
ever in a finals race, beating 
America3 by three seconds in 
race two. 

Young America, skippered 
by America's Cup newcomer 
Kevin Mahaney, had won 
five straight races, including 
two over Stars and Stripes. 
The victory allowed Conner, 
a three- time America's Cup 
winner, to cut Young Amer- 
ica's lead in the Citizen Cup 
standings to 21-17. The 
America3 women’s crew is 
third with seven points. 
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Stars and Stripes (left) and Young America bead dtownwind in a tight race that was won by Stars e Stripes in the America's. ^ 
Cup trials (AFP photo) 


On the Challenger Course, 
the featured matchup be- 
tween national rivals Team 
New Zealand and NZL-39 
lost some of its edge when the 
latter broke its main star- 
board Jib Winch during its 
first tack on the first Leg. 
NZL-39 made a game effort, 
but lost by 1 minute, 28 
seconds, its first defeat in five 
races in the third-round 


protest in the second round. 

In another national match, 
John Bertrand’s OneAustra- 
lia dispatched Sydney 95 by 
1:59, and Japan handed 
Rioja de Espana its 17th loss 
in 18 races, winning by 1:51. 

Stars and Stripes won the 
start by one second and built 
its lead to 34 seconds at the 
top mark after Conner pin- 
ned Mahaney to leeward and 


America’s Cup 


robin. Team New Zealand is 
5-0 this round and 16-1 over- 
all. its only loss coming on a 


forced him out to the star- 
board tack layline. 

Youne America dosed to 


20 seconds at the next mark, 
only to have Conner take a 
32-second lead after the . 
windward third leg. 

Young America made up 
time on each of the next two 
legs, training by just 12 
seconds turning onto the final 
downwind leg. It continued 
to dose the gap, but ran out 
of time as Stars and stripes hit 
die buoy end of the line just 
before Young America 
readied the committee boat 
end. 

Team New Zealand pad- 
ded its Louis Vuitton Cup 
lead to 36 points, while 
OneAustralia jumped back 


* .. T 

hpiace he pjth 

NZL-39 with 29 point$.-Njp- ' , 


into a second-place 


pon is next with 18 poults m 
the seven-yacht challenger 
series. 

NZL-39 mastman David 
Brooke sustained a bloody 
gash on his head 'when he 
apparently was hit by the 
spinnaker pole , early m the 
race. A crewmember, ban- . 
daged the wound, securing 
the bandage with dhcLtape, 
and Brooke sailed <nu> : 

The Challengers.-Juiish - 
their round on Wedneday- 
while the ‘Defenders, have 
three more days to go. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Berlin says no to 2004 Olympics pjtch t0 ric „ 


BERLIN (AFP) — The mayor of Berlin ruled 
out Tuesday a bid by Berlin to the 2004 
Olympic Games following the city's failure to 
win the 2000 Olympics. “A fresh bid is not on 
the agenda, said Eberhard Diepgen, pub- 
lishing a regional government report into the 
foiled campaign for the 2000 Games. National 
Olympic Committee president Walther Troe- 
ger said a fresh German bid was unlikely for 
more than 10 years. For that to succeed he 
said Germany must first secure the necessary 
finances and get the German people behind 
the bid. 


ATLANTA (AFP) — A mail campaign s tarts 
this week to sell 50,000-do liar luxury ticket! 
packages to the 1996 Olympics, with the pitch 


aimed at 150,000 wealthy corporate execu- 
tives. Olympic organisers said 100 of the 


Police probe Darnyi 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungarian police said 
they were investigating Olympic gold medal- 
lists swimmer Tanias Darnyi and wrestler 
Peter Farkas after a man said the two sports- 
man had had his car stolen. According to the 
Budapest daily Nepszabadsag, Darnyi and 
Farkas loaned three million forints ($26,500) 
to the alleged victim, whose name has not 
been released. When he did not repay the 
money on time, the two sportsmen sent a 
collection agency to recover the debt. The 
agency’s employees took the men’s car and 
told him it will only be returned when he pays 
up, the newspaper said. 


packages have already been sold. He would 
not say how much money they hope to raise 
with the “patron plan” or how many of the 
packages they hope to sell. The deal gives 
selected businessmen the chance to purchase 
seats before to the public begin May 1. A! 
record 1Z million tickets will be available for ' 
the Atlanta Games, with about seven million 
available to the public. Each buyer receives 
iwqexCellent seats for the opening and dosing 
ceremonies plus the major event on each day 
of the Atlanta Games. 


Christie pulls out of 200 metres 


Man arrested in Genoa murder probe 


GENOA (AFP) — Carlo Giacominelli, 31, of 
Milan, has been arrested in Connection with 
the fight which ied to a Genoa football 
supporter being stabbed to death last month, 
judidal officials said Wednesday. Giaco- 
minelli was charged with a public order 
offence and detained in Genoa. Vincenzo 
Spagnolo, a Genoa fan, was killed in the fight 
before the match between Genoa and Italian 
champions AC Milan on Jan 29. A Milan fan, 
Simone Barbaglia, was later arrested for 
murder. Giacominelli was suspected of having 
been one of the ringleaders in the fight. The 
death sparked off street riots and caused all 
sporting fixtures to be called off in mourning 
the following weekend. 


LONDON (AFP) — Linford Christie, who 
set a new world indoor 200 metres record in 
France last Sunday, has pulled out of the 
200m at the Invitation meeting in Birmingham 
this Saturday. Christie had treatment for a 
back problem after the run and has decided to 
compete in only the 60m. The Olympic and 
world 100m champion revealed recently be 
would be concentrating more on the longer 
sprint this year and could even double up in 
the World Championships in Gothenburg. On 
Sunday be broke tbe World Indoor 200 
metres record with a time of 20.35secs which 
eclipsed Frenchman Bruno Marie-Rose’s 
eight year record of 20.36. 


Player accused of assaulting disabled girl 


LONDON (R) — New Zealand rugby league 
international Brendan Tuuta was accused on 
Tuesday of punching a disabled 11-year-old 
girl in her wheelchair. Police confirmed that 
Tuuta, who plays for the British team Featb- 
erstone Rovers, was questioned and released 
on bail over tbe alleged assault on Melissa 
Haughin, who has spina bifida. She says she 
was punched after watching her team, Work- 
ington Town, playing Tuuta’s side on Satur- 
day. 


BEST BUYS! 


1. Duty free Mitsubishi Lancer GLX 92 auto c/w 
p. steering & windows, c. locking/stereo/air- 
con. VGC. offers. 

2. 21" Sharp multisystem CTV & VCR. 

JD 650 or nearest offer. 

861174 (1-6 p.m.) 


LIEBHER EXCAVATOR R 981-LC 
FOR SALE 


Foreign contractors in Jordan, who are 
interested in a second hand excavator in 
good condition. 

Please contact Mr. Zakaria. 

Tel.: 618612 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN HAH HIRSCH 

5mm 11 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As vulnerable, vim 

hnld. 

♦AQJ9S AKS AS2 +A10 

What is yiiur ■■pening bid'.' 


yi iu hi ild: 

♦Q7B 10542 3 +A9643 


Q.2 — Biuh vulnerable. 3b Smith 
yi iu hold. 

+63 AQ 105 92 +AJ982 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Wc*l North East South 
1 Pom 1 * * 

What ui-li»ii d» vim lake? 


Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What set inn dn you lake? 


Q.B— East -West vulnerable, as 
S>uth vmi hi ild: 

+K-13 A9 AK963 *A64 
Whai i. vour opening bid? 


Q.3 — A* South, vulnerable, you 
h>>ld. 

♦ A3 542 654 +AKQ52 

Partner .ipeiy the bidding with l“'n 
in* trump. WTuu do bid no*' 1 


Q.G — Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

♦Q83 AJ73 K1062 *A5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South Went North East 
1 Pass 1 + Puss 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, os South 


What dn vnu bid note? 


Cavs beat Knicks; 
Suns lose to Celtics 
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have so far.« 
tri their matches antra 
, „-,nonal team: 

£»> in Irbid and 69£ 
31.2b! m Amman. TX 
scheduled to meet A 

SSTriiey conclude the: 

^elj-lS team has 
wn plaving alongside :h 
S of the Kingdom’s pla> 
jn the all-star tourria: 
meni in which plavers hav 
been divided into fiv 
teams bearing the names c 
their sponsors: M.tsubish 
Mercedes. Hyundai. Cr 
men and Toyota. 

This is the third annm 
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jug most the country 's :o 


Williams 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Cleveland Cavaliers over- 
came a dreadful fourth quar- 
ter and held off a furious 
Knicks rally to beat New 
York 99-91 Tuesday night be- 
hind John Williams’ 19 points 
in the U.S. National Basket- 
ball Association. 

Williams hit a 19-foot jum- 
per with 1:03 remaining to 
give the Cavaliers a 93-87 
lead after the Knicks had 
stormed back from a basket 
secured the win fdrthe Q^a- 
liers, they had scored just 
eight points in the final 
period. 

Danny Ferry, in only his 
third start of the season, 
scored 20 points for Cleve- 
land. 

Patrick Ewing led New 
York with 33 points on 13- 
for-17 shooting. 

Mavericks 102, Ballets 97: 
In Landover, Jim Jackson 
scored 44 points and Dallas 
overcame a 21-point, third- 
quarter deficit. 

Jackson scored 30 points in 
tbe second half, including a 
layup that put the Mavericks 
ahead for good, 99-97, with 
41 seconds left. He also made 
a pair of free throws with 15 
seconds remaining for the fin- 
al margin. 


Washington, which has lost 
five straight at home and 10 


of 11 overall, got 30 points 
from Juwan Howard. 


Bulb 105, Hawks 88: In 
Atlanta, Toni Kukoc hit his 
first seven shots and scored 
21 points to spark Chicago. 

Tire Bulls, who blew a 19- 
point lead in a loss at Char- 
lotte the previous night, saw 
most of a 16-point, second- 
quarter lead evaporate 
against the Hawks, who pul- 
led to 74-70 on Steve Smith's 
3- pointer with 2:06 left in tbe 
third quarter. 

But the Bulls, taking 
advantage of five consecutive 
Atlanta turnovers, stretches 
the lead to 80-7^ in the final 
90 seconds of tK period, and 
eventually extended it to 90- 
72 on a basket by Kukoc with 
8:35 remaining. 

Mooltie Blaylock led the 
Hawks with 22 points. 

Spurs 98, Rockets 97: In 
Houston, David Robinson’s 


chink with 22 second left 
spoiled the Houston home- 
coming of Clyde Drexfer and 
ruined a great comeback by 
the Rockets, who trailed by : 
23 points in the first half. 

Mario Elie hit a jumper 
with 5.4 seconds remaining to A . 
give the Rockets their only* -1 
lead, 97-96. Following a time- 
out, Robinson made a two- 
handed jam off a pass from 
Sean Elliott. 

Dennis Rodman had a 
season^high 30 rebounds for 
the Spurs. Hakeem Ola- 
juwdta paced the Rockets 
with 30 points and Drexler, a 
former college star at Hous- 
ton, had 29. 

Celtics 129, Suns 121: In 
Phoenix, Dee Brown scored 
a career-high 41 points to 
lead the Boston Celtics over 
the Phoenix Suns. 

Brown had 27 in the. first 
half, when Boston opened a 
25-point lead that winded the 
Suns, which lost for only the 
fifth time at home this sea- 
son. 

A.C. Green scored 24 
points, Dan Majerle 23 and- : 
Kevin Johnson 21 elefa foj£ 
the Suns, who are 2-3 in the^. 
last five home games. 

Nuggets 118, COppcrs 88^ 

In Denver, Robert Bade 
came off the bench to get 2fl| 
points and 10 assists as 
Denver Nuggets gave heW| 
bead coach Benue Bicker, 
staff a victory over the.Lc^ 
Angeles Clippers in his de- c 
but. 

Under the leadership i 
Bickerstaff, named the 
gets’ head coach Mood 
Denver got its biggest win 
the season. 

The Nuggets held the-C' 
pers to 36 per cent sbooti 

Blazers 99, 

86: In Portland, Cli 
Robinson scored -29 
and Rod Strickland 
as Portland coasted to a 
victory over the Mini 
Tim be rwo Ives Tuesday 

The Trail Blazers' 

Porter, playing only 
game since missing the 
first half of the season, 
points, 12 in the final 

Isaiah Rider led 
with 21 points and 
West added 19. 


DIDCOT, England (AFP'i ■ 
Hie Williams Renault tea 
m veiled its 1995 Formi 
One FW17 challenger whi 
,; Tedinical Director Parri 
-"Head said was aimed 
.'bringing the team both t 
'■Drivers’ and Constructo 
''World Championships he 
cm Tuesday. 

' Williams' took the team 
Tie last year, but driv 
' Damon Hill was beaten f 
■the Drivers’ crown 1 
'Michael Schumacher in a E 
j'nettorr at the final race 
' Australia, a race won 
Nigel Mansell in another W 
'hams. 

Team owner Frank W 
'liams chose rising British s! 
David Coulthard over Me 
■ sell for his team this ye; 
with Mansell going to t 
•rival McLaren Merced 
team. 

•’ After his difficult year l 
■season, taking over te: 
leadership on the death 
‘ Ayrton Senna, Hill said 
• the launch that he felt he h 
'•"only really got going 
'■wards the end of last ye 
■'This season I feel reallv pn 
ared." 
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RESULTS 


Chicago 

105 

Atlanta 

88 

Cleveland 

99 

New York 

91 

Dallas 

102 

Washington 

97 ; 

San Antonio 

98 

Houston 

97 

Denver 

118 

LA Clippers 

80 

Boston 

129 

Phoenix 

121 

Portland 

99 

Minnesota 

86 
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Cinema . Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ammoun theatre 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al MasMni Theatre 

Robert De Niro & Nick Nolte 
in 

Cape Pear 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6-J0. 8:30. 10:30 

Christina Applegate — in 
Don’t Teat 
“The Babysitter’s Dead” 

Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘V 
BAD GIRLS 

Shows: 22JO, 3:00. 8:15 , 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

SPEED 

SUM’A in the satincal play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed by 
Mdiammad Al Shawaafeh 

Daily from 8:30 p.m. 
Starring: 

Daoud Jalajel, Haifaa AJ Agha, 
Nariman Al Faqih & Abdul 
Kamel Khalaileh 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Nabil & HtehanYs Tel.: 62 

AHLAN THEATtiE 


Presents: 

The political satires 
AL SALAMI YA SALAJfl^ 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please et/t 

625155 * ^ 
the theatre is dosed ot-- 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Basketball’s eventful 1 1 Police charge Cantona for assault on fan 
week concludes Friday 


By Akm Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It has been 

n a busy week for the 
in Basketball Federa- 
tion (JBF), players, re- 
ferees and fans with at least 
one basketball match every 
night. 

Like many other sports 
federations who have orga- 
nised special tournaments 
during the holy month of 
Ramadan, the JBF has 
offered its share by organis- 
ing the annual all-star 
tournament as well as host- 
ing a top Iraqi team — A1 
Naft — to play with die 
youth’s Under- 18 national 
team as part of their prepa- 
rations for the Asian cham- 
pionship which will be held 
March 3-11 in the Philip- 
pines. 

A1 Naft have so far won 
both their matches against 
the national team: 82-74 
(45-38) in Irbid and 69-68 
(31-26) in Amman. They 
are scheduled to meet Al 
Orthodoxi and the U-18 
before they conclude their 
visit Friday. 

The U-18 team has also 
been playing alongside the 
rest of the Kingdom’s play- 
ers in the all-star tourna- 
ment in which players have 
been divided into five 
teams bearing the names of 
their sponsors: Mitsubishi, 
Mercedes, Hyundai, Cit- 
roen and Toyota. 

This is the third annual 
all-star tournament group- 
ing most the country’s top 







Yousef ZagMouI 

players representing at 
least seven clubs. The 
tournament was won by 
Mitsubishi in 1993 and 
Mercedes in 1992. 

Mercedes have adopted 
the Under-18 national team 
to represent them in this 
tournament which con- 
dudes on A1 Orthodoxi’s 
court Friday. 

So far Mitsubishi are the 
only unbeaten team and 
have won three matches. 
They will next play Toyota 
Thursday night and seem 
set to win the cham- 
pionship trophy. 

The Mercedes team only 
lost to Mitsubishi which in- 
dudes a host of experi- 
enced players led by 


Yousef Zaghloul who 
scored 27 points in their 
last match. His teammates 
include Marwan A1 Saeedi. 
Ziyad Nabulsi and Fadi 
Msih, while Mercedes' 
young lineup includes 
promising players, yet not 
well known to basketball 
fans. They indude Zeid 
Alkhas. Mahmoud Sfaa*ban 
and Ma’an Odeh. Their 
coaches are former nation- 
al team Stars Murad Bara- 
kat and I mad Ai Saeed. 

Citroen includes an 
aggressive fast-playing 
group including Sami 
Saduldin, Naser Bassam, 
Yousef Abu Baker and 
Saqr Khirfan, and are now 
third in the standings. 

Fourth-placed Hyundai 
have some of the top names 
At Orthodoxi, Ahli and 
Jazireh including Samir 
Murqns, Nasr AJawneh, 
Ghaith Ennabi, Waiid Badran 
and Muntaser Abul Tayyeb. 

Toyota are last after los- 
ing three matches. They 
are led by Al -Ahli Star 
Marwan Ma’tonq 'and in- : 
elude Ramez H^mmoudeh, i 
Mohammad Al Shamali, 
Hani Al Taher, Faisal 
Nsour and Jan Sahlieh. 

The sponsoring com- 
panies have set aside cash 
prizes to all competing 
players: Players of the win- 
ning team will get JD 70 
each, the runners up wil i 
receive JD 55, the* third j 
placed players JD 50 and j 
the fourth and fifth placed 
finishers JD 45 each. 


LONDON (AFP) — Man- 
chester United Star Eric Can- 
tona was charged with com- 
mon assault by police here on 
Tuesday following the inci- 
dent in which be became 
involved in a brawl with a 
Crystal Palace fan four weeks 
ago. 

Cantona will appear in 
court on March 23 rd and 
could face the maximum 
penalty of six months in pris- 
on and/or a fine of 5,000 
pounds. 

But it is unlikely that the 
Frenchman win go to prison 
as the charge of common 
assault is the least serious of 
those in its category and rare- 
ly results m a jail term. 

The police could have 
charged Cantona with the 
more serious offence of caus- 
ing actual bodily harm which 
carries a greater likelihood 
of imprisonment. 

A police spokesman said a 
report had now been submit- 
ted to the Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) and a response 
from them was awaited. 

The CPS, the organisation 
ultimately responsible for 
bringing criminal cases to 
court, have the power to up- 
grade, down grade or drop 
charges altogether. 

But the decision to bring a 
charge of common assault 
suggests the police felt that 
the injuries sustained by 
Mathew Simmons — the fan 
involved in the incident — 
did not warrant a graver 
charge. 

The charge was made after 
Cantona was interviewed by 
detectives for three hours in a 




Manchester United’s French t 
police station (AFP photo) 

South London Police station. 

Cantona, who was accom- 
panied by Manchester Un- 
ited’s lawyer Maurice Wat- 
kins and dub security chief 
Ned Kelly, was driven away at 
high speed after his interview 
to return to Manchester. 

Police press officer Frank 
Parker said: “Mr Eric Canto- 
na was charged with the fol- 
lowing offence, relating to an 
incident at Crystal Palace 
football dub. The charge is 
common assault in that on 
January 25, 1995, at Crystal 
Palace football ground at 
Selhurst Park, he did assault 
Matthew Simmons.” 

The charge follows the 
events at Crystal Palace 
where television pictures 
showed Cantona launching a 


soccer star Eric Cantona (front seat passea^r) arrives at the 


“kung-fu” style kick at an 
allegedly abusive fan. 

The incident bad occurred 
during Manchester United’s 
league match at Selhurat Park 
after Cantona had been sent 
off for lashing out at a Crystal 
Palace defender. 

As he walked from the 
pitch, Simmons allegedly ran 
towards the toucbline, 
screaming foul abuse at the 
United star. 

Witnesses spoke of bow 
Simmons had run down 11 
rows of seats, shouting “Fxxx , 
off back to France, you' 
French bastard. "Cantona re- 
sponded to the alleged pro- 
vocation by jumping over the 
advertising boards with a 
two-footed kick that 
appeared to land on Sim- 


mons’ chest 

A brief exi&aiige of fists 
ensued before Cantona was 
led from the scene by his. 
team-mate Peter Schmeicbel. 

The incident caused an up- 
roar and led to a long period 
of soul-searching in English 
football and the British {ness 
about both -Cantona's be- 
haviour and the type of hooli- 
gan abuse that the French- 
man was alleged to have sus- 
tained. 

United banned tbe French- 
man until the end ' of the 
season and fined him 20,000 
pounds for his part in die 
incident white Simmons was 
also banned from attending 
Crystal Palace matches for the 
rest of the season. 


The English Fbotbafl Asso- 
ciation (EA) welcomed the 
dub’s disciplinary measures 
bat this Friday they will re- 
turn their own verdict on the 
• Frenchman when he will 
■appear before- a specially" 

convened FA disciplinary 
hearing. 

The FA confirmed later on 
Tuesday that they have no 
plans to drop their own mis- 
conduct charge against Can- 
tona. 

“We have had no iepre- 
. sen tations from the police ab- 
out our own hearing affecting 
the legal position, so we wifi 
go ahead,” said FA spokes- 
man Mike Parry. 

- .-'“The police were made 
aware that Eric Cantona 
faces -an FA Commission on 
Friday, but they haven't been 
back to us, so we intend to 
proceed with our arrange- 
ments,” be added. 

Cantona was also allegedly 
involved in assault on a Brit- 
ish television crew while on 
holiday on the Caribbean is- 
land of Guadeloupe ten days 
ago. r . 

. But the Frenchman has 

- <iww th r eatene d to fogai 
action against the ITN crew 
for libel , and invasion of 
privacy. - 

- Cantona's Manchester Un- 
ited team-mate Paul Ince, 
who has also been inter- 
viewed over his involvement 
in the confusion which .fol- 
lowed the Crystal Palace inci- 
dent, was bmted to return to 
the same south London 
policxf station, on. an unpub- 
lished date. 


Williams confident of winning 


Balloonist crosses Pacific Snowboarding takes stage 


DIDCOT, England (AFP) — 
The Williams Renault team 
unveiled its 1995 Formula 
. One FW17 challenger which 
•*; Technical Director Patrick 
."'Head said was aimed at 
'^bringing the team both the 
Drivers’ and Constructors’ 
World Championships here 
on Tuesday. 

Williams took the team ti- 
•'\tle last year, bat driver 
"[Damon Hill was beaten for 
"’the Drivers’ crown by 
' Michael Schumacher in a Be- 
‘"-netton at the final race in 
Australia, a race won by 
Nigel Mansell in .another Wil- - 
"liams. 

Team owner Frank Wil- " 
f 'liams chose rising British star 

- David Coahhard over Man- 
'-sell for his team this year, 

with Mansell going to the 
"I rival McLaren Mercedes 
• : team. 

-• After his difficult year last 
: .season, taking over team 
leadership on the death of 
•■'Ayrton Senna, Hill said at 

- the launch that he felt he had 
-■“only really got going fo- 
rwards the end of last year. 

- 'This season I feel really prep- 
ared." 


Hill said over the winter 
off season that he had been 
“trained a lot harder, and 
preparing myself mentally a 
lot more." 

He predicted much closer 
racing this year because of 
the new rules, and Frank 
Williams said he expected 
more teams, like Jordan 
Peugeot, Ugier Mugen Hon- 
da, and Tyrrell Yamaha to 
be battling with the front 
runners. 

Like all the other Formula 
One teams launching cars de- 
signed to tiie radically revised 
* rj 1995 rules, Williams kept 
/many areas secret, notably 
‘ the critical aerodynamic 
areas. 

But there were no dramatic 
mid-wings as there are on the 
new McLaren though Head 
said Williams bad investi- 
gated this idea some years 
ago. 

“We don’t think we have 
to rush to bolt a mid wing on 
because of McLaren’s," he 
commented. 

However, a cover was 
hastily thrown over the rear 
end of the car when journal- 
ists and photographers 


started looking too closely 
underneath it. 

Chief Designer Adrian 
Newey had said moments be- 
fore that the new regulations 
made both aerodynamic and 
mechanical road holding 
equally important, and that it 
was “interesting because you 
can concentrate on new 


One of the striking features 
was that the front wings were 
dropped down under the 
high, narrow nose, a design 
used by Benetton in previous 
years.- ' 

' • ' ; ' l •„ " 5 • ‘ 


yean- * •; 

The team said' it “better 
suits the (new) front wing 
restrictions, although in truth 
it is a large styling change for 
a small performance gain." 

Head said there were also 
innovations in the suspension 
design which would remain 
hidden under the bodywork 
for some time. 


CHICAGO (AFP) — An 
American balloonist fulfilled 
his quest to become the first 
person to pilot a balloon solo 
across the Pacific Ocean, 
landin g in Canada Tuesday 
after a three-day journey 
from South Korea. 

Steve Fossett, a 50-year- 
old Chicago stockbroker, 
passed over Vancouver Is- 
land in British Columbia and 
over to tbe mainland after the 
grueling journey in subzero 
temperatures, landing near 
leader, Saskatchewan. 

“He’s tired, he wants to 
come home," David Slavsky, 
a Loyola University astro- 
nomer and-spokesman for the . 
expedition? said before Fos-’ 
sett touched down at 6 p.m. 
(0100 GMT). 

The balloonist originally 
hoped to land in either North 
Dakota or Montana, accord- 
ing to his ground team, but 
was eager to get back to earth 
and planned a landing in 
Alberta or Saskatchewan late 
Tuesday despite warnings of 


high winds. 

“Nothing seems to be 
gained by staying one more 
night aloft,” said Slavsky. 
“This is a tough, rigorous 
journey for him and you have 
to be at your best when land- 

n 

mg. 

The ffight crew said Fossett 
also broke the world balloon 
distance record of 5,208 
nautical miles but appeared 
too exhausted to make much 
of tbe feat. 

“He’s very laid back about 
it,” said flight manager Alan 
Noble “When he crossed the 
coast he said ‘Tve flown the 
Pacific. Fm over Canada.’ No 
whoopee' or anything,. like 


JACA, Spain (AP) — It was 
snowboarding’s biggest day 
on the world sports stage 
Tuesday at the Winter Uni- 
versity Gaines. In the medal 
count, a gold in cross-country 
kept Russia ahead after seven 
events. 

France picked up the 
second of three gold medals 
on offer Tuesday with 
Stephane Auboonefs victory 
in the men’s downhill. French 
skiers won silver and bronze 
in Monday’s, women's dow- 
nh3L .. v.si io 

After seven events; Russia 

. . • . ‘.-M 


has four medals, including 
three golds. Japan has one 
gold and four overalL France 
has one gold and a total of 
three, and tire United States 
has a gold and silver. . 

Snowboarding, a demon- 
stration sport mat aspires. to 
make it to the Olympics, 
previewed here with u.S. 
men and women winning 
three of tbe six top places. 
Half of the 16 boarders en- 
tered in the men’s and 
women ’s fiel d were Arper- 

' “We alwcHuteiy proved it 


could be an Olympic sports," 
said Jeff Greenwood, the 
winner in men's parallel sla- 
lom. Td love to be in the 
1998 games in Nagano, 
Japan. . .. . 

~ America)] Rob Kingwfll 
took third and second went to 
Italy’s Thomas Mossner. 
Switzerland’s Christine Gut- 
ter won the women’s event 

. : The competition in this 
Spanish rid resort offered the 
: booming spQrt.jts,first bow in 
u .aniotenMtkmalg multi-sports 
ev5Bt- : : J ivr . ;* 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Nicely furnished, three-bedroom apt., two baths, living 
room, family room, kitchen, two verandas, parking spot, 
T.V.. video player, telephone, washing machine, indepen- 
dent heating & electricity. Located between 4th & 5th 
Circles. Must see to appreciate. 

If interested, please call 674286 - owner 


CONSISTS OF: Bedroom, lounge, terrace with heatingi 
:& telephone - LOCATION: Jabai Amman, 4th Circle, 
near Swiss & Korean embassies. Annual rent: 
JD 2.000. 

For Further Informations Tel. 673925-651195 


FOR RENT 

Located in JabaJ Amman, Third Circle within a well kept 
pleasant building in a quiet neighbourhood. Two bed- 
rooms each with a closed-in veranda. Dining and living 
room, one bathroom. Own central heating and telephone. 
Fully equipped kitchen. 

Phone 641340 
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Sale on China Dinner & 
Tea Sets, 12 persons 60 pieces 
for 60 JD only . 

Business hoars Friday from 
1 1 am to 4 pin, from 7 io 10 pjn . 
QdBrwedcrfays&tm9ajmto4ixiii.fi^»7tol0pjn. 
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Up to 
50% Off 

P LI W'ji 


Noor Al-Hnssein Foundation 
Off the H’oJj Saqrc Road 
flerxecn Safeway «5 Kina Abdullah Gardens 
Open Sot - Thun. P;M m. - 4.46 pan. Td. 69914! / 699142 



I 

i 

i 






i 


1 


; 

■ 

4 . * •*„ 

I 

» . . 

t * , .. 

* ; A : * 

■ - ;r 

* 


• - . /• 

r'-v. ■* ; 

• >V: 

v.-s 

;» 

* -1 


. ■■ r;-. 




j 

\ V 




:rS.V 


9 









my-- 

. 

IWjyv; 
5 L' -sS. : - 
;|^ 

it^r 

\ 








BAGHDAD (AFP) — The Iraqi government on Wednes- 
day said the discovery of the bodies of 3,000 Iranians killed 
in the 1980-1988 war supports its claim that no Iranian 
prisoner of war (PoW) is still held in Iraq. “The discovery 
of the remains of the Iranians proves beyond any doubt 
what Iraq has said and the lack of truth in the Iranian 
officials' claims," an Iraqi foreign ministry spokesman told 


the official Iraqi News AgencylNA. Iran on Sunday held 
mass funerals for 3,000 soldiers whose bodies were found 


mass funerals for 3,000 soldiers whose bodies were found 
on the former battlefields of southwestern Iran. Tehran 
says more than 30,000 are still missing, soldiers and 
civilians, and claims that thousands are still alive and held 
by Iraq. Baghdad on the other hand denies detaining any 
prisoner and accuses Iran of raising the issue to avoid 
disclosing bow many casualties it suffered during the war. 


Comedian Mohammad Reda dies of heart attack 


CAIRO (AP) — Comedian Mohammed Reda, famous for 


his roles as a simple and kind Egyptian peasant in hundreds 
of films and plays, died of a heart attack Tuesday night. He 
was 74. Reda, whose ample girth was part of his act, was 


giving an interview to a local radio station at his home when 
he died. Millions of Egyptians have watched him daily 
during the Holy Month of Ramadan in the successful 
television series “Living Next Door.’ On Tuesday morning, 
he finished filming the last episode of the series which will 
run until the end of the month. Reda played roles in more 
than 300 films, 100 plays and 70 television series. He will be 
buried Wednesday. 


Ten people drown in Gulf storm 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Ten people drowned when a boat 
transporting 7,000 bags of rice capsized in stormy Gulf 
waters off the Iranian coast, newspapers reported here 
Wednesday. The boat's sole survivor. Yussef Dezgani, told 
newspapers that the fan in the cargo boat's engine had also 
broken as it steamed Monday through rough waters to Iran 
from Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. Two of the 
bodies have so far been retrieved and the search continues 
around the area where the accident occurred near Bandar 
Lange port in Hormozgan province, the papers said. The 
nationalities of the victims or the boat was not given 


Suharto pledges to help Libya 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Indonesian President Suharto, chair- 
man of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), on Wednes- 
day pledged to work for the lifting of die U.N. air embargo 
on Libya since 1992, Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said. Mr. 
Alatas said Mr. Suharto told visiting Libyan Foreign 
Minister Omar Mustafa A! Muntasir that Jakarta “will do 
its utmost in the U.N. Security Council when the matter of 
the sanction of Libya comes for review.” Indonesia 
recently joined the U.N. Security Council as a non- 
permanent member and leads the NAM caucus in the 
powerful world body. Speaking after accompanying Mr. 
Muntasir to a courtesy call on Suharto, Alatas told 
journalists that his Libyan counterpart had asked the NAM 
chairman to help get' the sanctions on Libya lifted. 


Israeli settler to sue author Oz 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Leading Israeli author Amos Oz is 
facing a libel battle after accusing a former far-right deputy 
from Kiryat Arba of having an “appetite for vengeance/' 
Guela Cohen, who lost her seat in die 1992 elections, has 
vowed to sue unless the left-win^ writer apologises. The 
Yediot Aharonot newspaper published the Oz article last 
week to coincide with the first anniversary of the Hebron 
mosque massacre by settler Baruch Goldstein, who also 
lived in Kiryat Arba. “A fiery woman from Kiryat Arba, a 
former member of parliament, well understands the 
appetite for vengeance and is partner to it, and she has no 
problem, moral or otherwise with the fact that vengeance 
manifests itself in the murder of innocents,” Mr. Oz wrote. 
Ms. Cohen was not named but is the only former deputy in 
the settlement and is well-known in Israel. “He defamed 
me. It is time to knock him off his pedestal," Ms. Cohen 
said. “He is constandy attacking setders." Mir. Oz, a 
supporter of a Palestinian state alongside Israel, has not. 
responded. 


Kuwaitis donate $100 million for defence 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis have donated $30 million dinars 
($100 million) to pay for allied support during a border 
standoff with Iraq in October, a government minister said 
in remarks published on Wednesday. Social Affairs Minis- 
ter Ahmad AI Kulaib said a campaign for voluntary 
donations to a special defence fund was continuing and 
many firms had expressed a desire to contribute, the 
English language Arab Times reported. Western forces 
rushed to the region when Iraq, which occupied Kuwait for 
seven months in 1990-91, deployed troops near the border 
for 10 days in early October. Diplomats estimated the cost 
of the buildup by American, French, British and Gulf Arab 
air, land and naval forces at around 5500 million, of which 
Kuwait is paying half. Most of the rest is to be paid by the 
oil state's Gulf Arab allies. 


Israel cracks down on die-hard husbands 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli parliament has passed 
legislation to punish men who refuse to divorce their wives. 
Judaism gives the husband the final say, but now civil 
courts have been a battery of sanctions to help women who 
want to end their marriage. They include taking away 
cheque-books, passports and driving licences, preventing 
the husband from running a business or occup^nng public 
positions. If all that fails, the courts will be able to jail 
husbands for up to 10 years. Left-wing Meretz Party deputy 
Dedi Zucker said the new law on divorce, passed Tuesday 
night. “ modernised legislation that is 1,000 years old.” The 
bill was presented after rabbis had kept a husband in jail for 
32 years for refusing to grant his wife a divorce. Yihye 
Avraham was the longest -serving prisoner in Israel when 
he died last December 


Smugglers face whip under new Iran law 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Smugglers can be punished with 74 
lashes of the whip as well as hefty fines under a new Iranian 
law aimed at curbing the outflow of foreign currency, 
Abrar newspaper said smugglers of “unauthorised goods” 
Such as alcohol or satellite dishes would be jailed for up to 
two years. Smuggling — mainly from Dubai in the United 
Arab Emirates — has been flourising since Iran, hit by a 
foreign debt of more than S30 billion cut back on imports to 
Stem the outflow of foreign currency. Illegal imports are 
costing the government between three billion to five billion 
dollars a year, against around $10 billion in legal imports 
last year," according to official estimates. The daily Iran 
News on Sunday questioned the efficacy of the new 
anti-smuggling law, saying it did not address the root of the 
problem. “Smuggling is pitifully rampant in Iran... due to 
the absence of proper economic and industrial mechanisms 
which could meet domestic demand for goods," the 
English-languge daily said. 


Gaza police defuse old mines 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian police on Wednesday 
defused scores of mines left over in Gaza after the 1967 
Middle East war. Major General Abdul Razek Al Ma- 
jayda, head of Gaza’s general security forces, said 105 
mines were found a day earlier around Muwasi in southern 
Gaza, and defused. He said mines throughout Gaza dated 
back to the wars between Egypt and Israel and were 
abandoned when the Egyptians retreated in 1967, 



KING HOSTS 1FTAR: His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on Wednesday hosted at Basman Palace 
an iftar in honour of tribal leaders and 
representatives of public and private sectors in 
Balqa Governorate. The banquet was attended 
by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah, Prime 
Mifii«t*r Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal Court 


Chief Marwan Al Qasem, Chief 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, the King’s advisor 
Mohammad Rasool Al K3ani, Royal Court 
Imam Ahmad Helayel and Balqa Governor 
Eid Al Qatarneb. Hie King and the guest 
performed Al Maghreb prayers together (Pet 
ra photo) 


Ekeus holds lengthy 
meetings in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. 
disarmament chief Rolf 
Ekeus held more talks here 
Wednesday with Iraq’s milit- 
ary industrialisation chief. 
General Amer Mohammad 
Rashid, on missing data from 
Baghdad’s secret weapons 
programme. 

“We have talks. We have 
not concluded - them yet,” 
Mr. Ekeus told reporters on 
the fourth day of a mission 
which could pave the way to a 
lifting of the oil embargo 
against Iraq. 

Mr. Ekeus held nine hours , 
of negotiations on Tuesday 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz and Gen. Rashid, 
and later met separately with 
Mr. Aziz, who is in charge of 
relations with the United Na- 
tions. 

He also met the Soviet 
ambassador, Nicolai Karto- 
zof, the same day. “I was 
kindly invitqd by the Russian 
ambassador. We discussed 
the situation." said Mr. 
Ekeus, who is to visit Mos- 
cow on Feb. 28. 

The Swedish diplomat has 
said he would leave Baghdad 
on Thursday. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Ekeus, head, of the U.N. 
Special Commission on dis- 
arming Iraq (UNSCOM), has 
said Baghdad was proving 
“very cooperative" on pro- 
viding the United Nations 
with information on its 


He wants Iraq to comply 
quicker with key parts of 
U.N. Resolution 687 which 
set ceasefire terms in the 1991 
Gulf war, after a U.S.-led 
multinational coalition drove 


Israel 
to offer 
compromise 
in NPT row 


Iraqi troops out of Kuwait. 
The resolution provides for 


The resolution provides for 
a lifting of the oil embargo, 
imposed along with other 
sanctions after Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait in August 1990, 
once the United Nations is 
assured Baghdad's weapons 
of mass destruction have 
been eliminated. 

Iraq says it has complied 
with U.N. demands on dis- 
armament. 


In December. Mr. Ekeus 
said in a report that Baghdad 
had made significant progress 
in meeting U.N. disarma- 
ment conditions but Iraqi 
leaders had also tried to hide 
information on past biologic- 
al and chemical weapons 
programmes. 

Mr. Ekeus is to present an 
oral report to the Security 
Council, which is to review 
the sanctions at its next two- 
monthly session in March. In 
April he will send a written 
report to the body. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
will seek a compromise in 
Cairo on Thursday to a crisis 
over Israel's refusal to renew 
the nuclea r No n-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT), the foreign 
ministry said. 

“We are convinced that 
both sides will do their 
utmost to reduce tensions, 
which are negative for the 
peace process," spokesman 
Yigal Palmor told AFP. 

“We will not sign the treaty 
but we will try to find a 
compromise acceptable to 
both countries.” 

Mr. Peres was to fly out 
Thursday morning for talks 
with Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa amid the 
worst crisis in relations since 
Israel's 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. 

“It is of course irritating 
us." Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin told Israel Radio 
of Egypt’s demand that Israel 


weapons programmes. 

Mr. Ekeus has visited the 
commission's Baghdad centre 
for long-term monitoring of 
military sites which he set up 
during his last visit here in 
October. 


Diplomats here said an 
easing of the embargo was 
not expected at the next re- 
view, amid strong opposition 
from the United States and 
Britain. 

In Geneva, the U.N. spe- 
cial rapporteur on Iraq 
charged Tuesday that it was 
guilty of “terrible” human 
rights abuses and ran a penal 
system where cruelty had be- 
come institutionalised, (see 
page 2) 


sign the treaty. “We hope it 
will be possible to put an end 


Somali warlords sign deal; 
U.N. convoy shot up 


mil be possible to put an end 
to the misunderstanding.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin met Mr. Peres on 
Wednesday to finalise Israel's 
position, officials said, but 
gave no details. 

Mr. Musa disclosed Mon- 
day that progress had been 
made in the dispute and that 
proposals had been put for- 
ward. 

Mr. Mubarak bas rallied 
Arab countries to his threat 
not to sign the treaty when it 
comes up for renewal in mid- 
April unless Israel joins. 

Israel argues it has special 
“security" needs. 


Iran reactors 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— Somalia's two most power- 
ful warlords signed an 11th- 
hour agreement to suspend 
hostilities in Mogadishu, 
hours before two people were 
killed and four injured when 
a U.N. convoy came under 
fire Wednesday. 

Early Wednesday, as 
Somalis celebrated the pros- 
pect of peace in this battered ' 
capital, militiamen shot up a 
U.N. Development Program- 
me (UNDP) convoy near the 
U.N.-held airport, killing the 
Somali driver of one vehicle 
and a Somali UNDP guard 
and wounding a Canadian 
security officer and three 
other Somali guards. 


The UNDP in Nairobi said 
the convoy had been caught 
in crossfire in a battle be- 
tween rival militias. 

The pact, if it holds, will 
avert battles for control of 
key facilities in the capital 
after the last U.N. troops 
withdraw next week under 
the protection of a 10,000- 
strong task force from six 
nations. 

Similar peace agreements , 
in the past have all failed. , 

The last 2,500 U.N. Pakis- 1 
tani peacekeepers leave on 
Tuesday, followed by the 
3,100 U.S. and Italian 
marines who will come 
ashore from landing craft as a 
rearguard. 


Nuclear reactors due to be 
built by Russia for Iran can- 
not be used to produce pluto- 
nium or build nuclear 
weapons, the Russian atomic 
energy ministry said Wednes- 
day, responding to concern 
voiced by the head of an 
environmental watchdog 
group. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted the ministty as saying 
the reactors were the same 
sort that the United States 
was preparing to deliver to 
North Korea. 

Russia planned to build 
similar reactors in China and 
India, the ministry added. 

Washington has expressed 
concern about the reactors to 
be built in Iran. 


MOSCOW .(Agencies) — 
Chechen rebels intend to 


organise a revenge massacre 
of Russian soldiers on Thurs- 
day to mark the 51st 
anniversary of Stalin's mass 
deportation of Chechens, the 
news agency Interfox said 
here Wednesday. 

It quoted the Chechen gov- 
ernment's press spokesman. 


Movlady Udugov, as saying 
that a national congress of 


that a national congress of 
the Chechen people decided 
to organise a “St. Barth- 
olomew's Day massacre” of 
Russian soldiers on Thurs- 
day. 

This was a reference to the 
slaughter of thousands of 
French Protestants by Catho- 
lics on Aug. 24, 1572. The 
Chechen variant will be cal- 
led a “day of national retribu- 
tion," Mr. Udugov said. 

Interfax said the congress 
was held at Kurchaloi, 40 
kilometres southeast of Groz- 
ny, and attended by 700 dele- 
gates from around the coun- 
try including the military and 
dergy. 

Mr. Udugov added that 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, addressing the con- 
ference, called for an embar- 
go on all foreign loans to 
Moscow on the grounds that 
the money would be used to 
rearm Russia and relaunch 
Russian imperialism. 

On Feb. 23, 1944, some 
400,000 Chechens were 
loaded into cattle trucks at 
the orders of Joseph S talin 
and hauled off to remote 
Siberia and Kazakhstan, as 
punishment for allegedly col- 
laborating with Nazi Ger- 


many. 

The Chechens spent 13 
years in exile, in special 
populatin zones they were 
forbidden to leave. Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev let 
them return home in 1957 but 
they were not allowed to 
commemorate the affair until 
1992. 

The fust official day of 
mourning was organised in 
1992 by Mr. Dudayev, short- 
ly after he staged Checheny- 
a’s unilateral secession from 
Russia. 

After Russian troops in- 
vaded the territory last De- 
cember and eventually des- 
troyed its capital, Grozny, 
Chechens accused Moscow of 
carrying out “the second ex- 
termination” of their people. 

During his address 


U.N. sets new date 
for Rabbani to quit 


KABUL (Agencies) — U.N. 
special envoy Mahmoud 


Mestiri, struggling to rescue 
his peace plan for war- 


his peace plan for war- 
ravaged Afghanistan, 
announced on Wednesday 
that President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani had promised to end 
his self-extended term on 
March 21. 

“Rabbani has not set any 
conditions for his agreement 
and he has given an under- 
taking to hand over power on 
that day,” Mr. Mestiri told a 
news conference in Kabul. 

Mr. Mestiri, who had origi- 
nally planned for Mr. Rabba- 
ni to transfer power two days 
ago to a representative 
“mechanism” of 30 Afghan 
leaders, said a four-man 
working group had been 
formed to consider the com- 
position of the mechanism 
and to establish a security 
force that would be in place 
for the transfer of power. 

He said the new Islamic 
student militia known as Tali- 
bans had given conditional 
assurances that it would not 
block the plan. 

“The Talibans have agreed 
with this and have promised 
not to obstruct the peace 
process, provided there is an 
Islamic government that con- 
forms to the will of the 
majority of the Afghan peo- 
ple," the former Tunisian 
foreign minister said. 

Mr. Mestiri. whose original 
timetable fell apart because 
of the sudden emergence of 
the Talibans and tougher 
government demands, ex- 
pressed satisfaction with tbe 
latest agreement. 

“I think it is quite an im- 
pressive result, considering ■ 
the difficult days we have just 
been through,” he said. 

Mr. Mestiri was speaking 
after holding separate talks 
with Taliban and government 


leaders. He had returned to 
Kabul from tbe Pakistan 
capital, Islamabad, early on 
Wednesday after briefing 
some Afghan leaders slated 
to take part in the- interim 
mechanism. 

Ahmad Shah Masood, the 
strong man of President Rab- 
bani 's camp, appears to be 
the immediate beneficiary of 
the failure of the U.N. peace 
plan Wednesday. 

Mr. Masood, the henrwf 
the 1980-90 war against the 
Soviets and feared as a 
strategist, quickly understood 
that an entirely new scenario 
was created by the arrival of 
the Talibans last week at the 
gates of the capital. 

At the beginning of the 
post week, Mr. Masoodm- 
sisted on speeding up the 
U.N. peace plan for a ruling 
council of 30 to replace 
Mr. Rabbani. 

Then Mr. Masood sudden- 
ly hardened his position, 
throwing up obstacles to the 
plan and forcing Mr. Mestiri, 
to suspend the transfer of 
power until tbe hypothetical 
date of March 21, which coin- 
cides with the beginning of 
the Afghan new year. 

Mr. Masood, whose forces 
control most of the capital, 
has come away with three 
indisputable gains: 

— Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
his main adversary who 
bombed Kabul for three 
years, keeping alive a civil 
war which killed more than 
20,000 people, has aban- 
doned his positions in the 
south of Kabul. 

— The front line, which 
was at the gates of Kabul 10 
days ago, bas receded ro 15 
kilometres outside the city. 

— Mr. Rabbani, Mr. 
Masood’s political support, 
has remained in power, with 
the Untied Nation’s blessing. 


UNRWA regrets 6 leak,’ says no cuts in services 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The leakage of 
a strictly confidential docu- 
ment which listed proposed 
cuts within the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). Jordan, 
was regrettable and has 
caused unwarranted concern . 
the director of UNRWA 
affairs here Ele Jan Saaf, said 
Wednesday. 

The document, leaked to 
local dailies, listed amend- 
ments or cuts, that would be 
applied to the health and 
education programmes and 
the relief and social services 
in the event of financial diffi- . 
culties. 

The letter, dated Nov. 30, 
1994, was signed by Mr. Saaf 
and addressed to the commis- 
sioner general, general 
cabinet at the UNRWA 
headquarters in Vienna. 

Under a heading. “Finan- 
cial Situation," the document 
read: 

“Please 1 find below a list of 
cuts that would leave core 


activities relatively un- 
affected, for sometime, and 
which could be considered 
for implementation if the 
worst came to the worst.” 

Referring to this sea ion of 
the document. Mr. Saaf said: 
“This is the crux of the mat- 
ter. Over the years, the funds 
and donations have never 
reached the requested 
budget. Therefore, every 
year all the (UNRWA) 
offices have to go through 
this exercise of contingency 
planning” in case the expend- 
iture should exceed the awa- 
ited budget. 

UNRftA, which cele- 
brates its 45 anniversary this 
year, is funded by the U.N.. 
which finances the costs of 
international core staff, while 
its operations are funded by 
voluntary donations. Volun- 
tary donations are mainly ex- 
tended to UNRWA through 
governments that are mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security 
Council. 

In 1994 UNRWA received 
about S68 million from 
donors to pay for existing 


activities, plus a further S8 
million for "earmarked” pro- 
jects. Mr. Saaf told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Currently the Peace Imple- 
mentation Programme (PIP) 
is the earmarked project. 
This includes the construc- 
tion of schools, health centres 
and the improvement of 
camps and equipment, he 
added. 

"Every year we are afraid 
that donor contributions 
would not match expenditure 
and would not cover on-going 
expenses; 65 per cent of our 
on-going expenses are for 
staff.” said Mr. Saaf in an 
interview. 

Therefore, he added, the 
leaked document was a 
routine paper following a reg- 
ular activity, which is per- 
formed on an annual basis 
because the required funding 
is never certain. 

Tbe same exercise is also 
performed by UNRWA field 
offices in Gaza and the West 
Bank, in Lebanon. Syria and 
even in Vienna. Mr. Saaf 
said. 


However, none of the cuts 
proposed in the document 
have necessitated imple- 
mentation except a reduction 
in staff travel expenses that 
formerly covered travel to 
other field offices in the re- 
gion, to seminars or meetings 
and not to the Vienna head- 
quarters. But business re- 
lated travel within the King-- 
dom will still be accounted' 
for in this year's budget, he 
added. 

Cuts have to be taken into 
consideration in case con- 
tributions do not meet the 
natural growth of UNRWA 
activities, such as the greater 
number of children attending 
schools and inflationary 
costs. Mr. Saaf explained. 

“The publication of such, 
documents is regrettable. 
Such documents cause un- 
warranted concern at this 
point of time. This document 
is the same as the one (pro- 
duced) last year” and for- 
many years before. Mr. Saaf 
said, adding that “everyone 
knows ft and we have been 
able to survive without com- 


ing to that (the implementa- 
tion of cuts and amend- 
ments).” 

He felt that the document 
had caused particular con- 
cern because it included 
possible cuts in the educa- 
tional programme which is 
currently undergoing a man- 
agement study. 

But, he said, “the agency 
conducts many management 
studies because we are deal- 
ing with public money and we 
have to show that the money 
is being used well.” 


Mr. Saaf is serving his third 
term here with UNRWA. 


The first was as deputy direc- 
tor between 1981 and 1985. 
He then returned as director 
in 1986, a post which he held 
until 1990 and finally took up 
the position of director a 
second time in September 
1994. 

Mr. Saaf told the Jordan 
Times that the annual major 
donor meeting in Amman 
will be in the presence of 
UNRWA Commissioner 


(Continued on page 7) 


Horrified 
surgeon finds 
can of worms 


CAIRO (AFP) — Doctors 

found about 250 worms in the 


Wednesday, Mr. Dudayev 
said Chechenya had all the 


resources to defend “life, 
liberty and independence.” - 
He criticised the interna- 
tional community for foiling 
to exert enough pressure on 
the Kremlin to make the Rus- 
sian military stop its “cam- 
paign of bloodshed and new 


belly of an eight-year-old 
Egyptian boy when they 
operated on him for stomach- 
ache, the Al-Massaa news- 
paper repotted. The driUTs 
mother fainted when the 
surgeon opened up the boy 
and tbe horrified pair saw 
25-centimetre (10 inches) 

worms crawling out of his 
stomach, the paper said, pub- 
lishing photos to back up its 
story. Doctors said the 
• worms had come from eating 
unwashed vegetables and had 
left’ the boy with chronic sto- 
mach pains for two years. 


China unveils 
gold platinum 
Deng watch 


genocide” against the 
Chechen people. 


Chechen people. 

Mr. Dudayev appealed to 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to refuse a $6.3 
billion loan to Russia. 

An IMF team was due to 
Moscow on Thursday to re- 
sume negotiations for the 
loan, but Mr. Dudayev said 
the fund would bear responsi- 
bility for “rearming the Rus- 
sian army" and for encourag- 
ing Russian imperialism if it 
extended the loan 


BEUING (R) — A Chinese 
factory has produced the 
most expensive item yet to 
bear the face of paramount' 
leader Deng Xiaoiping, a 
gold, diamond and platinum 
watch costing up to 11,300 
yuan ($1,340). The Chhia 
News Service said Wednes- 
day that proceeds from foies 
would go to the China Wel- 
fare Fund for tbe Handicap- 


ped. It said a factory in 
Guangzhou in the south. 


Guangzhou in the south, 
where the timepiece was un- 
veiled at a ceremony 
attended by local leaders, 
had produced 8,000 of the 
watches, with die men’s mod- 
el selling for 11,300 yuan and 
the women’s for 10,800 yuan 
($1,280). The watch, issued 
to commemorate 15 yean of 
the open-door and reform 
policy launched by Mr. 
Deng, carries a platinum en- 
graving of the 90-year-old 
leader on its face and also 
uses 18-carat gold and di- 
amonds, it said. Tbe chair- 
man of the China Welfare 
Fond for the Handicapped is 
Deng Pufong, the handicap- 
ped son of Deng Xiaoping. 
The younger Deng approved 
the design, the agency added. 


gamblan 

president 

hospitalised 


LUSAKA (AFP) — Zam- 
bian President Frederick Chi- 
lnba was admitted to hospital 
for a medical, examination, . 
State House announced. A 
statement released to the 
Zambia National Broadcast- 
ing Corporation said the 
Zambian leader would be in 
hospital for at least three 
days. It did not say what was 
wrong with Mr. Chiluba, but 
this was his first hospitalisar 
tion since he came to power 
after 1991 multi-party elec- 
tions. “The president has this 
evening been admitted to the 
University Teaching Hospital 
for a medical examination,” 
foe brief statement said. 


Chirac king 
in the land 
of Mickey 


PARIS (AFP) — A branch 
group of foe Rally For foe 
Republic (RPR) party has ; 
been setup in the Disneyland 
Europe park east of Paris to 
back neo-Gaollist supremo . > 
Jacques Chirac's presidential ; 
bid, Le Figaro reported., 
Wednesday. The arnserv*-'. 
five daily said conservative- ; 
supporting staff at the theme ’ 
park were backing Mr. Qrir- - 
ac against his rightwing rival ' 
premier Edouard Balladur. 
Mr. Balladur, who is leading 
in polls, is also a member 0? : 
foe RPR but Mr. Chirac is' 
the party’s official candidate/ 
for the April/May elections t£H 
replace socialist president; 
Francois Mitterrand. “Balia-/; 
dur is insipid and colourless)-- . 
whereas Chirac has highs and^ 
lows. Hts campaign has idea*; 
which are going to changed 
France,” foe daily quoted ^ 7 
member of foe group, wfao^ 
agreed to be named only ar? 
Michel, as saying. A more/ 


forthright colleague, GilteSw 
DangeL, added: “You etaSgg 
someone with whom yoBr#- 


identify. Employees can u& 
agine Chirac in overalls or n? 
an office much more easily 
than they can Balladur.” T§* 
RPR group is trying to man* 
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nation returns 
Bahrain 


deiezanon ied by 

* im Amman on Friday 
a four-day visit 
■^."During ins v*s. 
® risanon signeu a ursfi 
® nw prosramme to 
cooperation in 
^Srion- related fields. 


Eiaft programme pro 
l* hr tie r«-o countries to 


£.j, r de rw countries io 
radio and television 
“US hold training prog- 


“E for personnel work- 
rTjnformation services. 
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£ radio and television 
exchange of ratio 
Revision news and other 
Raines and exchange 
*jsjjon s and information 
The delegation met 
fl ttt emir of Bahrain. 
£0lssa Ben Salman Al 
0 . and senior Bahraini 
££ The delegation in- 
0 as members Petra 
jftw General Abdullah 
rm and Radio Jordan 
jjar Hashem Khreisat. 


[jtys rejects 
for summit 


SOU [AFP i — Libya on i 
ijaid the Palestine Li- j 
riion Organisation’s j 
3)all lor an Arab sum- / 
iiracue the peace pro- j 
>Tsan attempt to cover 
: :s r&e failure of the 
’ a for Palestinian self- ! 
-Ti was not the .Arab 1 
jc which encouraged ’ 
HfeaJer) Yasser Arafat • 1 
3 defeatist decisions j j 
^k!l out ; he legitimate i 
ttftiie Palestinian Arab ] • 
a Ministry of Arab [ 

® spokesman scid. J 
actors. Arafat has no j 
3 w cal! for an Arab J 
at which he would use [ . 

up hts failure." he i ! 
i quoted bv the official S 
f? j ANA. The PLO’s 
f body, the Executive 
aaniee, on Wednesday 
^ od Arab leaders to ; 
* ^ ita talks with Israei 1 
lading self-rule have I 1 
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comprises about 50 staff'll 
foe theme park’s totaki 
9.500 employees. “Tbe3|j 
ses are reasonably happ3p| 
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